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1.0  Introduction 
 
The Koala Crossing Fire Management Plan is an action orientated plan for use by field staff. The 
development of this plan has been guided by QTFN’s Workplace Health and Safety Policy with information 
from the QPWS fire strategy template, Planned Burn Guidelines, adjacent reserve Fire Management Plans, 
in conjunction with a literature review of current fire research.  
 
QTFN has a legislative responsibility under the Queensland Fire and Rescue Authority Act 1990 to ensure, 
as owner or occupier of land that it prevents fires from escaping its land and also ensure the property is as 
safe as possible from fire. Under this Act, in order of priority, protection must be afforded to life, property 
and the environment. In addition to the QFRA Act 1990 QTFN is bound to protect and conserve rare or 
threatened species or ecosystems under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 and the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth). 

1.1 Purpose 

The purpose of this Fire Management Plan (hereby referred to as ‘the Plan’) is to provide direction for fire 
management on the Queensland Trust for Nature’s Koala Crossing property. The plan aims to mitigate 
risks to people, property and environment associated with bushfire events and coordinate the prevention, 
preparation and response to bushfire events across the Koala Crossing property.  

This Plan seeks to achieve this purpose by identifying fire management recommendations, conservation 
values, threats and management issues and applying these via a fire management zoning plan to provide 
local direction for fire management.  

 

1.2 Related documents 

The Southeast Queensland Bioregional Planned Burn Guidelines provide guidance for the fire 
management zones for this fire strategy ((QPWS) Enhanced Fire Management Team 2012). These 
guidelines detail fire management for fire vegetation groups. A fire management group is a group of related 
ecosystems that share common fire management requirements. Fire regimes prescribed in this strategy 
may diverge from the Bioregional Planned Burn Guidelines where an area has been allocated to an Asset 
Protection or Fire Exclusion Zone. 

 

1.3 Objectives for fire management 

The primary fire management objective for QTFN is the protection of life and property on the QTFN 
property and neighbouring lands. 

 
In summary the primary objectives are: 

 Protection of life and property on Koala Crossing and neighbouring areas; 

 Reduce  impacts  from  unplanned  fires  by  a  mitigation  strategy  of  planned  burns, fireline 

maintenance and mechanical fuel reduction; 

 Minimise social impacts and adverse impacts on air quality; 

 Protect the environmental and biodiversity values of Koala Crossing and adjacent reserves;  

 Protecting the offset values and rehabilitation areas on the property; 

 Maintain ecologically appropriate fire frequencies, distribution, seasonality and intensity.  
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2.0 Site description 

2.1 Planning area 

This fire strategy covers an area of 379ha and includes 4 lots which form Koala Crossing. The planning 
area (Map 1) is referred to as ‘the property’ throughout this document. 

 

Fire is also managed collaboratively across the property boundary with adjacent Ipswich City Council 
Reserves and State Government land. This fire strategy does not apply to those lands but informs 
QTFN’s position in development of cooperative planned burns and wildfire response. 

 

2.2 Location and property overview 
 
The Koala Crossing property is located at 569 Mount Flinders Road, Peak Crossing, Queensland 
approximately 5 km east of Peak Crossing and 20 km south of Ipswich within the Southeast Queensland 
Bioregion. The site is identified as Lots 86, 87, 88 and 89 on RP892014 and is approximately 379.12 ha in 
area. The tenure of the site is freehold and the site is included within the Scenic Rim Regional Council 
local government area (LGA). The site is surrounded by rural and rural residential properties, a 
conference centre and the Flinders - Goolman Conservation Estate. 
 
The topography of the property is generally hilly with a Peak (a granite extrusion) protruding from the 
surrounding landscape. The flat areas consist of floodplains with low lying ephemeral creeks and gullies.  
 
In July 2014, QTFN purchased the property with the aim of protecting the regrowth vegetation from 
potential clearing and investigating the potential of utilising the property for offsets. Part of the property 
has already been secured under a koala offset with further areas to be secured in future years. QTFN is 
investigating the opportunity for reconfiguring the lots with the aim of selling 3 for residential purposes and 
the remaining larger lot to be secured under a nature refuge. 
 
Koala Crossing was previously part of a larger holding that was utilised mainly for grazing for cattle and 
horses. 

2.3 Conservation values 
 
According to GIS analysis of the 379Ha property  
• 9% is cleared 
• 18% is classified as remnant 
• 73% is classified as regrowth of varying age. 
 
The property has 5 regional ecosystems (Table 5), of which two have a status as ‘endangered’. The 
vegetation communities include a mix of eucalypt woodlands and open forest communities. The 
communities are largely fire adapted or naturally exclude fire. Introduced pasture grasses are evident 
across this reserve with lantana (Lantana camara and lantana montevidensis) the most prevalent weed 
species. 

 
Over 100 species of native plants and animals have been recorded for the property, including many 
considered significant. This includes three ‘vulnerable’ species as per the EPBC and/or NCA (Table 6). 
Some of these species are fire sensitive or have specific fire requirements and therefore can be a useful 
indicator of appropriate application of fire. They can also act as umbrella species as it is assumed that 
if suitable fire regimes maintain indicator species they would also provide habitat protection for a large 
array of other native species utilising the same habitat. 
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2.4 Climate 
 

Climate in the region is characterized by summer rain and dry winters. The closest weather station is 
Lyons Albert 8 km east of the property. The annual rainfall for is about 685mm, with highest rainfall 
received between November and March.  June to October are typically characterized by a long period of 
no significant rainfall from a fire perspective. 
 
The core fire season is typically from June to December; however fire can occur during all months of the 
year depending on weather conditions and curing of fuel. Implementation of a planned burn program 
would usually occur from April and continue through much of the fire season due to variability in habitats. 
 
August to October typically provide the most difficult fire conditions with lower humidity’s, higher winds and 
fully cured fuel. 

 

2.5 Fire history 
 
The property has traditionally managed using traditional grazing practices with little active fire 
management. Grazing has minimized the fuel loads however there have been three hot wildfires since 
1994. The largest of these wildfires occurred in 2012 check covering an area of ? and large areas of the 
adjacent reserve. This hot fire resulted in the death of mature trees and is believed to significant negative 
impact on the local wildlife including the brush-tailed rock wallaby (pers comm.).   
 
Queensland Government bushfire hazard area mapping indicates that areas of high and medium high fire 
intensity occur within the property. This is reflected within the Ipswich Planning Scheme 2006 which has 
the majority of the property mapped within the Bushfire Risk Area (New Ground 2014).   
 

2.6 Infrastructure 
 
There are a number of constructed assets located within the property or in close proximity to the 

boundary. 

On Koala Crossing: 

 3 Bay shed with separate shower and septic toilet, serviced by 15,000 litre concrete water tank; 

 Boundary fencing, approximately 80% of the total 379 hectare property has fencing. Most internal 

fencing has been removed; 

 Sealed road running through the centre of the property from north to south, offering multiple access 

points to all lots; 

 Fire access trails and signage (Map 2); and 

 4 dams. 

 
In surrounding areas:  

 Ivory’s Rock conference centre; 

 Neighbours residences and infrastructure; 

 Powerlink transmission line; 

 Rural and rural residential properties; 

 Ipswich City Council recreation facilities; and 

 Ipswich City fire access trails and signage. 

 

 
 

 



Queensland Trust for Nature - Koala Crossing Fire Management Plan 2015 7  

3.0 Fire Management Zoning Plan 
 
3.1 Fire Management Zones 
 
Various landscape elements within the Koala Crossing property have been ascribed a particular zone based on the ecological requirements of the 
subject vegetation or the presence of assets likely to be at risk from fire (Map 3. Fire Management Zone Map and Map 4. Regional ecosystems). 
 
There are three fire management zones described as: 

 Asset Protection Zone 

 Fire Exclusion Zone 

 Bushfire Zone 

 

3.2 Asset Protection Zone 

 
The purpose of the asset protection zone is to create an area of reduced fuel to provide a high level of protection to life, property and infrastructure. 
There are two small asset protection zones which include the shed, water tank, outdoor bathroom and dipping shed. The Asset Protection Zones fuel is 
managed by planned burning and mechanical means (e.g. mowing).  
 
Management prescriptions also include maintenance of nearby firelines and removal of leaf litter build up on the shed roof and gutters.  
 
Asset Protection zones are depicted in Map 3 and their management is described below in Table 1. 
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Table 1.  Asset Protection Zones for fire management within Koala Crossing 

Sub 
Zone 

Location and Description Aim(s) Fire Management 

P1 
1ha 

Shed, shower block and toilet Prevent damage to infrastructure 
from planned and unplanned fires 
through maintaining a buffer of 30m 
around infrastructure.  
 
 

Remove fallen timber and debris around buildings, cleaning 
gutters and generally keep area free from debris and 
combustible vegetative fuels. 
 
Mow or brushcut around infrastructure prior to the fire 
season and prior to planned burns and during the fire 
season as required. Ensure grass height does not exceed 
150mm throughout the year. 
 
Tree crowns should be separated by 2 to 5 meters, and the 
canopy should not overhang within 2 to 5 meters of any 
asset. Native trees and shrubs should be retained as 
clumps or islands and should maintain a covering of no 
more than 30% of the area. Implement low intensity planned 
burns every 2-3 years in the dry season in adjacent areas. 
 
 

P2 
.2ha 

Old dip, yards and water tank Prevent damage to infrastructure 
from planned and unplanned fires 
through maintaining a buffer of 30m 
around infrastructure. 

As for P1 
 

 

 

 

3.3 Fire Exclusion Zone 
 
The fire exclusion zones require a more precautionary approach to fire management, where the focus for these zones and adjacent areas is on fuel 
reduction rather than ecological outcomes. The riparian areas are fire sensitive communities and therefore fire should be excluded where possible 
(Queensland Herbarium 2011). Prescribed burns should be planned to avoid fire entering these sites by the careful application of burn prescriptions 
(Refer Map 4. Regional ecosystems). 

 

 

Table 2.  Fire Exclusion Zones for fire management within Koala Crossing 
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Sub 
Zone 

Location and Description Aim(s) Fire Management 

FE1 Tree plantings  
8 ha, tree plantings adjacent 
to riparian areas.  
 
Pasture on alluvial plains. 

 Prevent damage to plantings 
from planned and unplanned 
fires through maintaining a 
buffer of 25m around planted 
areas. 

Mow or brushcut around planted areas prior to the fire 
season and prior to planned burns and during the fire 
season as required. Ensure grass height does not exceed 
200mm in fire season.  
 
Maintain existing fire line lines. Construct new fire lines 
if increased protection and risk management is required 
due to high fuel loads in other parts of the property. 
 
Implement low intensity planned burns as necessary in 
the dry season in adjacent areas. 

FE2 Riparian areas (Contain 
some vine forest 
dominated communities 
and areas of 12.3.7 
Eucalyptus tereticornis, 
Casuarina 
cunninghamiana subsp. 
Cunninghamiana +/- 
Melaleuca) 

 As much as possible prevent 
damage to riparian areas 
from planned and unplanned 
fires. 

 To maintain community 
composition and structure  

 To reduce abundance of 
Lantana camara where 
dominant in the understory. 

 
 

Maintain existing fire line lines. Construct new fire lines if 
increased protection and risk management is required due to 
high fuel loads in other parts of the property. 

Implement low intensity planned burns as necessary in the 
dry season in adjacent areas.  

Manual clearing of lantana in the understorey is required to 
minimise damage from fire. 

Wildfires occurring between 20 and 100 + years will provide 
the occasional high intensity fire needed to regenerate 
eucalypt species. 

  
 

3.4 Bushfire Zone 
 
The purpose of Bushfire zones is to maintain ecosystem health and function values through producing and maintaining a mosaic pattern of vegetation 
with areas of varying age since fire. The bushfire zones are defined by the regional ecosystem groups (Map 4) but also need to reflect the 
practical implementation of planned burns and the use of firelines which don’t follow vegetation boundaries. These areas also refer to the areas 
of vegetation that are designated offset areas. Fire-sensitive riparian areas within this zone should follow a fire regime of ‘limited fire encroachment’. 
These communities are often self protecting due to topography, moisture, microclimates and fuel characteristics. However, in some cases they may 
warrant additional protection to ensure fire exclusion. Refer to Fire Exclusion Zones. 
 
The Bushfire Zones adjacent to Asset Protection Zones and Fire Exclusion Area require a more precautionary approach. Burning around these areas 
are referred to as hazard reduction burns. A shorter inter-fire period 7-12 years has been nominated for all sub-zones as opposed to 7-20 for 
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ecological burns within the Bushfire Zones. The primary driver for hazard reduction within the FEZ will be the fuel load monitoring results derived from 
the fire monitoring program. 
 
Strategically located tracks, natural firelines and previously burnt vegetation will be used to contain planned burns in the bushfire zone. As mosaic 
burning practices become well developed the reliance on tracks and other constructed control lines may diminish because fires (planned burns or 
wildfires) can be allowed to burn until they reach areas where the fuel has previously been reduced and the fire can be more easily controlled (Stanton 
1993). 
 
There are areas of mid-stratum woody thickening in the open forests resulting from previous disturbance. The thickening of trees has resulted in a 
lower diversity in the ground stratum due to shading and less fine fuel to carry future fires. In these areas it may be difficult to re-introduce fire and the 
fire intensity may be higher and reach into the canopy when the community does burn. This may promote the further regeneration of woody species 
rather than grasses and herbs. Scorch height to reduce overabundant saplings of Corymbia tessellaris Moreton Bay Ash and Corymbia citriodora 
Spotted gum requires scorching to the tip. In general late summer burning is preferable to provide higher scorch and better conditions for grass 
recovery. It is possible that more than one planned burn will be required to manage this issue using moderate severity fires to reach higher scorch 
heights. If the initial fire triggers a flush of new seedlings, follow-up planned burn as fuel allows for low to moderate severity fire. 
 
Prescribed burning plans will need to be developed in conjunction with neighboring properties. 

 

Table 3.  Bushfire Zones for fire management within Koala Crossing 

Fire Subzone Aims/Issues Fire Management 
Regime 

Special attention required 

B1  
(12.9-10.7) 

 
22 ha of Eucalypt 

woodland with 
grassy/shrubby 

understory. 
 

 Produce and maintain a 
mosaic pattern of 
vegetation with areas of 
varying age since fire. 

 Low intensity planned 
burns to maintain 
vegetation composition, 
structural diversity and 
fauna habitats. 

 Create a sufficiently burnt 
landscape to protect offset 
vegetation and minimise 
risk to staff and visitors 
from unplanned fires. 

 Low intensity fires 
every 4 - 25 years. 

 Burn when sufficient 
soil moisture is 
present, generally 
early dry season. 

 Occasional moderate 
intensity fire generally 
in the storm season to 
maintain structure. 

   40–60 % mosaic 
(adjust as appropriate) 
of burnt patches. 

   Aiming for > 90 % of 
clumping grass bases 
remaining as stubble 
after fire.  

Habitat for the vulnerable Koala. Burn with good soil 

moisture to protect habitat trees. Loss of mature trees in 
the woodlands needs to be minimised through low 
intensity patchy fires. 

 
Where exotic grasses such as Guinea grass/blady grass 
are dominant, fire should be implemented under mild 
conditions to minimise tree deaths and impacts on wildlife. 

 
Too frequent fires (< two years) will promote the spread of 
blady grass.  
 
Maintain protection buffer around identified significant trees 
such as Brachychiton sp and Casuarina sp. and known 
habitat trees where practicable. 
 
Burn with soil moisture and with a spot ignition strategy so 
that a patchwork of burnt/unburnt country is achieved. 
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B2  
(12.3.3, 12.9-10.7) 

 
6 ha of Eucalypt 

woodland on 
alluvial plains. 

 
 

 Produce and maintain a 
mosaic pattern of 
vegetation with areas of 
varying age since fire. 

 Low intensity planned 
burns to maintain 
vegetation composition, 
structural diversity and 
fauna habitats. 

 Create a sufficiently 
burnt landscape to 
protect offset vegetation 
and minimise risk to staff 
and visitors from 
unplanned fires. 

 Low to moderate 
intensity fires with a 
range of intervals 
between 3 – 7 years 

 Occasional moderate 
intensity fires to assist in 
weed control.  1 in every 
10 years. 

 Burning of woodlands 
should occur when 
sufficient soil moisture is 
present. 

 40–60 % mosaic (adjust 
as appropriate) of burnt 
patches. 

 Aiming for > 90 % of 
clumping grass bases 
remaining as stubble 
after fire.  

A shorter inter-fire period 3-7 years has been nominated 
as opposed to 3-25 for ecological burns. The primary 
driver for hazard reduction within B2 will be the fuel load 
monitoring results derived from the fire monitoring 
program. 
 
Burn adjacent vegetation under conditions where fire 
does not penetrate riparian communities or only trickles 
in at low intensity. 

 
Habitat for the vulnerable Koala. Burn with good soil 
moisture to protect habitat trees. Rake around known 
habitat trees where practicable. Loss of mature trees in 
the woodlands needs to be minimised through low 
intensity patchy fires. 

 
Where exotic grasses such as Guinea grass/blady grass 
are dominant, fire should be implemented under mild 
conditions to minimise tree deaths and impacts on wildlife. 

 
Too frequent fires (< two years) will promote the spread of 
blady grass.  
 
 

B3  
(12.3.3, 12.9-10.2 

/12.9-10.7) 

 
9 ha of Eucalypt 

woodland/forest on 
alluvial plains. 
with grassy, 

shrubby 
understorey 

 Protect these communities 
from fire damage. 

 Prevent high intensity 
fires, exacerbated by 
introduced grass species 
and lantana. 

 Exclude fire to protect 
tree plantings. 

 

 Effort is required to protect adjacent riparian areas. 
Reduce fuel loads in adjacent vegetation or burn in 
mild conditions. 

 Implement herbicide control of lantana and pasture 
weeds. 
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B4  
 (12.3.3, 12.9-10.2) 

 
42 ha of Eucalypt 

woodland/forest on 
alluvial plains. 

  
 

Includes open 
pasture on alluvial 
plains and tree 
plantings adjacent 
to riparian areas. 

 Protect tree planting area 
within Fire Exclusion Zone 
from fire damage. 

 Prevent high intensity 
fires, exacerbated by 
introduced grass species 
and lantana. 

 Create a sufficiently burnt 
landscape to protect 
offset vegetation and 
minimise risk to staff and 
visitors from unplanned 
fires. 

 Low to moderate 
intensity fires every 
3 - 12 years. 

 Priority block for hazard 
reduction. 

 Burn when sufficient soil 
moisture is present, 
generally early dry 
season. 

 Occasional moderate 
intensity fires to assist in 
weed control (Lantana 
camara).  1 in every 10 
years. 

 Implement herbicide 
control of lantana 
and pasture weeds. 

 Aiming for > 90 % of 
clumping grass bases 
remaining as stubble 
after fire.  

 40–60 % mosaic (adjust 
as appropriate) of burnt 
patches.Up to 25ha/fire 
season burnt in planned 
fires. 
 

 

A shorter inter-fire period 7-12 years has been 
nominated as opposed to 7-25 for ecological burns. The 
primary driver for hazard reduction within B6 will be the 
fuel load monitoring results derived from the fire 
monitoring program. 
 
Some sections of this zone contain an understory of 
regenerating vine forest. Burn adjacent vegetation 
under conditions where fire does not penetrate riparian 
communities or only trickles in at low intensity. 
 
Where planned burning is identified as a control 
option for an approved weed management activity, 
burn frequency may be implemented at one year 
intervals but may not be carried out for more than 
three (3) consecutive years. Fire should be 
excluded for a period of at least four (4) years 
following an increased burn frequency to manage 
weeds. Ecological burn can be used to reduce 
lantana when climatic and soil moisture conditions 
prevail. Lantana montevidensis needs to be 
managed by a combination of fire and herbicide. 
Spraying with herbicide is most effective on post fire 
regeneration. 
 
Maintain protection buffer around identified significant trees 
such as Brachychiton sp and Casuarina sp. and known 
habitat trees where practicable. 
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B5 
(12.8.24, 12.9-10.2) 

 
23 ha of Eucalypt 

forest with 
shrubby/grassy 

understory on rocky 
hillslopes with 

patches of rocky 
heath on rock 

outcrops and vine 
forest dominated 

riparian areas 
 

 Produce and maintain a 
mosaic pattern of 
vegetation with areas of 
varying age since fire. 

 Low intensity planned 
burns to maintain 
vegetation composition, 
structural diversity and 
fauna habitats. 

 Create a sufficiently burnt 
landscape to protect offset 
vegetation and minimise 
risk to staff and visitors 
from unplanned fires. 

 

 Low to moderate 
intensity fires every 
4 - 25 years. 

 Burn when sufficient soil 
moisture is present, 
generally early dry 
season. 

 Occasional moderate 
intensity fire generally in 
the storm season to 
maintain structure. 

 40–60 % mosaic (adjust 
as appropriate) of burnt 
patches 

 Aiming for > 90 % of 
clumping grass bases 
remaining as stubble 
after fire.  
 

Habitat for the vulnerable brush-tailed rock-wallabies. 
 
B5 contains elements of rocky heath vegetation and 
vine forest dominated riparian communities. Rocky 
heath requires an inter-burn period of 10 – 15 years. 
 
Burn with soil moisture and with a spot ignition 
strategy so that a patchwork of burnt/unburnt country 
is achieved. 

B6 
(12.9-10.2) 

 
16 ha of Eucalypt 

forest. 
The understorey 
may be grassy, 

shrubby 
or mixed. 

 

 Protect built infrastructure 
through fuel reduction 

 Prevent high intensity fires, 
exacerbated by introduced 
grass species and lantana. 

 Create a sufficiently burnt 
landscape to protect offset 
vegetation and minimise 
risk to staff and visitors 
from unplanned fires. 
 
 

 Low intensity fires 
every 4 - 12 years. 

 The burns is this zone 
referred to as hazard 
reduction burns. 

 Burn when sufficient soil 
moisture is present, 
generally early dry 
season. 

 Aiming for > 90 % of 
clumping grass bases 
remaining as stubble 
after fire.  

 40–80 % mosaic (adjust 
as appropriate) of burnt 
patches. 

 

A shorter inter-fire period 4-12 years has been 
nominated as opposed to 4-25 for ecological burns to 
protect adjacent Asset Protection Zone. The primary 
driver for hazard reduction within B6 will be the fuel load 
monitoring results derived from the fire monitoring 
program.  
 
Rake around known habitat trees where practicable.  
 
Implement herbicide control of lantana and pasture 
weeds. 
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B7 
(12.9-10.2) 

 
58 ha of Eucalypt 

forest. 
The understorey 
may be grassy, 

shrubby 
or mixed. 

 

 Produce and maintain a 
mosaic pattern of 
vegetation with areas of 
varying age since fire. 

 Low intensity planned 
burns to maintain 
vegetation composition, 
structural diversity and 
fauna habitats. 

 Create a sufficiently burnt 
landscape to protect offset 
vegetation and minimise 
risk to staff and visitors 
from unplanned fires. 

 Reduction  in woody 
thickening 

 Low to moderate 
intensity fires every 
4 - 25 years. 

 Burn when sufficient soil 
moisture is present, 
generally early dry 
season. 

 Occasional moderate 
intensity fire generally in 
the storm season to 
maintain structure. 

 40–60 % mosaic (adjust 
as appropriate) of burnt 
patches 

 Aiming for > 90 % of 
clumping grass bases 
remaining as stubble 
after fire.  

 

Habitat for the vulnerable brush-tailed rock-wallabies. 
 
Woody thickening: A thickening of trees in some areas 
has resulted in a lower diversity in the ground stratum 
due to shading and less fine fuel to carry future fires. It 
is possible that more than one planned burn will be 
required to manage this issue using moderate severity 
fires to reach higher scorch heights.  
 
Maintain a mosaic of grassy and shrubby 
understoreys. 

B8 
(12.9-10.2) 

 
14 ha of Eucalypt 

forest. 
The understorey 
may be grassy, 

shrubby 
or mixed. 

 

 Produce and maintain a 
mosaic pattern of 
vegetation with areas of 
varying age since fire. 

 Low intensity planned 
burns to maintain 
vegetation composition, 
structural diversity and 
fauna habitats. 

 Create a sufficiently 
burnt landscape to 
protect offset vegetation 
and minimise risk to staff 
and visitors from 
unplanned fires. 

 Approx. 80% of grass 
tree skirts burnt with 
living shoots emerging. 

 Low to moderate 
intensity fires every 
4 - 25 years. 

 Burn when sufficient soil 
moisture is present, 
generally early dry 
season. 

 Occasional moderate 
intensity fire generally in 
the storm season to 
maintain structure. 

 40–60 % mosaic (adjust 
as appropriate) of burnt 
patches. 

 Aiming for > 90 % of 
clumping grass bases 
remaining as stubble after 
fire.  

 

Maintain protection buffer around identified significant 
trees such as Brachychiton sp and Casuarina sp. and 
known habitat trees where practicable. 
 
Control of weeds is a major focus of planned burning in 
most areas.  
 
Variability in season and fire intensity is important, as well 
as spot ignition in cooler or moister periods to encourage 
mosaics. 
 
Maintain a mosaic of grassy and shrubby understoreys.  
Habitat contains fire trails which can be utilized for 
lighting planned fires but also creates risk for users in 
unplanned fires. 
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B9 (13ha)  

B10 (33ha) 

B11 (94ha) 

B12 (38ha) 

 
(RE 12.9-10.2) 

 
Eucalypt forest with 
understorey grassy, 

shrubby 
or mixed. 

Riparian elements in 
gullies  

 Produce and maintain a 
mosaic pattern of 
vegetation with areas of 
varying age since fire. 

 Low intensity planned 
burns to maintain 
vegetation composition, 
structural diversity and 
fauna habitats. 

 Create a sufficiently 
burnt landscape to 
protect offset vegetation 
and minimise risk to staff 
and visitors from 
unplanned fires. 

 Approx. 80% of grass 
tree skirts burnt with 
living shoots emerging. 

 Low to moderate 
intensity fires every 
4 - 25 years. 

 Burn when sufficient soil 
moisture is present, 
generally early dry 
season. 

 Occasional moderate 
intensity fire generally in 
the storm season to 
maintain structure. 

 40–60 % mosaic (adjust 
as appropriate) of burnt 
patches. 

 Aiming for > 90 % of 
clumping grass bases 
remaining as stubble after 
fire.  
 

This block contains vine forest elements within the 
understory in gullies and low lying areas. These areas 
should be excluded from fire where possible. 
 
Maintain protection buffer around identified significant 
trees such as Brachychiton sp and Casuarina sp. and 
known habitat trees where practicable. 
 
Maintain a mosaic of grassy and shrubby understoreys. 
 
Habitat contains fire trails which can be utilized for 
lighting planned fires but also creates risk for users in 
unplanned fires. 
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4.0 Fire Management Considerations 
 
5.1 Fuel loads 
 
Fuel load assessment will be undertaken at representative sites within a number of fire blocks as part of an 
overall Fire-Monitoring Program. While fuel load is an important indicator of potential fire behaviour, 
consideration is also given to vegetation community type, the general health of each vegetation community 
and the length of time since the previous fire. Additional species fire requirements, particularly for 
threatened species, are also important (koala and brush-tailed rock wallaby).  
 
As a general guide 10 tonnes per hectare is considered to pose a hazard (RFS 2003, Wilson 1992), though 
fuel loads of up to 12 tonnes and even 15 tonnes per hectare in less shrubby forests are acceptable (ICC 
2009). Assessment of fuel loads and conditions is done in accordance with the State Government’s 
Planned Burn Guidelines ((QPWS) Enhanced Fire Management Team 2012).  
 

5.2 Prescribed fire 
 
Burning within an appropriate inter-fire period, fire intensity, distribution and season, plays a vital role in 
ensuring that biodiversity values are maintained or enhanced. Table 6 below outlines an indicative 
prescribed burn schedule; however it should be recognised that constraints such as drought, environmental 
stress, and ideal weather conditions may compromise this schedule being strictly adhered to. Riparian 
areas are fire sensitive communities and therefore fire should be excluded from these zones where 
possible (QPWS 2012). Prescribed burns should be planned to avoid fire entering these sites by the careful 
application of burn prescriptions (Refer Map 4. Vegetation Type 2008).Opportunities should be taken to 
burn areas of lantana when weather and soil moisture conditions provide weed control advantages. 

 

Table 6.  Proposed Prescribed Fire  

Block Vegetation Fire Regime Proposed Burn Window 

1 Eucalypt woodland 3-7 years 2016-2022 

2 Eucalypt forest/woodland, Riparian  3-25 years 2016-2022 

3 Eucalypt woodland, Riparian, tree 

planting areas 

Fire exclusion Fire exclusion 

4 Eucalypt woodland, Riparian  3-7 years 2016-2022 

5 Eucalypt Forest, Rocky Heath, 

Riparian  

7-25 years 2022-2027 

6 Eucalypt forest/woodland 3-25 years 2016-2022 

7 Eucalypt Forest 7-25 years 2019-2024 

8 Eucalypt Forest 7-25 years 2019-2024 

9 Eucalypt Forest 7-25 years 2016-2022 

10 Eucalypt Forest with vine forest 

elements 

7-25 years 2019-2024 

11 Eucalypt Forest with vine forest 

elements 

7-25 years 2019-2024 

12 Eucalypt Forest with vine forest 

elements 

7-25 years 2019-2024 
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5.3 Fire lines 
 
Construction of new fire trails should be avoided, where practicable, except where they can be constructed 
with minimal environmental impact. Creating fire breaks in steep country may be difficult and could lead to 
increased soil erosion. In such cases, planning the best positions for fire breaks will be carried out in 
conjunction with neighbouring properties with consideration given to difficult topography (Fire Lines Map 2, 
Difficult Topography Map 5).  
 

5.4 Smoke management 
The potential impacts of smoke and possible mitigation tactics must be considered when planning for 
wildfire suppression and prescribed burning operations. If smoke becomes a hazard on local roads or 
highways the police and relevant media must be notified. 
 

5.5 Threatened fauna management 
The management of threatened fauna, in particular the koala and brush-tailed rock-wallaby, needs to be 
taken into account in conducting wildfire or prescribed fire management activities. Management actions 
include: 

 Protect large and hollow bearing trees; 

 Consider breeding season, nesting sites and food sources; 

 Avoid inter-fire intervals outside of current ecological guidelines; 

 Avoid high intensity fires that consume tree canopies and fallen logs; 

 Avoid the use of earth moving machinery in riparian areas; and 

 Avoid fire including wildfire, backburning and prescribed fire as far as possible in riparian areas. 

 

5.0 Monitor and review 
 
Vegetation monitoring will occur pre and post fire to demonstrate any changes to species composition, a 
vital attribute of the health of any ecosystem, and subsequently assist the decision making process with 
respect to the ecology of each burn block in relation to any prescribed burning. In addition to this 
information, notes should be attached to the monitoring data describing the preceding environmental 
conditions (e.g. drought, storm event with resultant leaf/branch fall, rainfall above average). This 
information will assist to interpret the data particularly over time. 
 
Post-fire evaluation will be undertaken for all burns in order to test the objectives of the burn so that 
management can be adapted if objectives are not being achieved. The evaluation will also assess the 
preparedness, response and management of fire events.  
 
Post-fire evaluations should include the following information: 
 

 Fire severity 

 Fire extent  

 Ignitron source (if known) 

 Origin of the fire (ie adjacent property or onsite) 

 Response timeline 

 Fire management 

 Summary of impacts to infrastructure and environmental values 
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6.0 Key Contacts 
 
It is considered essential through all stages of fire planning and management that a spirit of cooperation 
with neighbours and other landholders is established. Communication with the Flinders Peak Fire Brigade 
and Ipswich City Council is vitally important for all fire related activities on the property. 
 
Table 4: Key contacts related to the Plan 

 

Company/Location Contact person   Phone 

QTFN Manager Ben O’Hara 
 

0428 017 611 

QTFN Ecologist 
 

Tanya Pritchard  
 

0424 061 129 

Conservation and Catchment Manager  
Ipswich City Council 

Mark Panter 
 

07 3810 6296   

Natural Area Supervisor  
Ipswich City Council 

 07 3810 6666 

DEHP - QPWS Boonah 
 

 07 5463 5041 
0439 721 642 

Neighbour in south east corner – Lot  Chris Hamerton 0438 543 546 

Neighbour Lewis and Faye 
Mayne 

 

Neighbour  Randolph Winks  

Neighbour - Dept of Transport & Main 
Roads 

  

Neighbour - Flycam Bob Tozer 0418 877 249 

Flinders Peak Rural Fire Brigade  

1st Officer Peak Crossing RFB 

Tom Armatage  
VHF 19 
 

0428 878 784 

Ipswich Rural Fire Brigade John Levack 0488484198 

Ivory’s Rock Conference Centre Dick Marriott 
 

0434 861 156 

Police, Fire, Ambulance  000 or 112 

Nearest Hospital is Ipswich Hospital 
Emergency 
 

Chelmsford Avenue 
Ipswich  

07 3810 1111 

 Neighbours shown on map in Appendix 1. 
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7.0 Equipment and consumables 

 
The following sections details the list of equipment of consumables necessary for fire preparedness and 
management within Koala Crossing and neighbouring properties.  
 
QTFN fire mitigation and management equipment on Koala Crossing includes: 

 1 x 4WD ute 

 1 x 400 litre ute mounted mop up fire fighting unit  

 Bushfire fighting foam 

 1 x 19 litre knapsacks 

 1 x 1 litre drip torch 

 2 x fire rake hoes 

 10 x easy strike matches 

 2 x LED headlamp 

 Personal protective equipment (2 x goggles, 2 x helmet, 2 x neck flap, 2 x smoke mask with filter, 

 2 x firepro gloves, 1 x Taipan fire boots, 1 x Wildland trouser and Fire coat) 

 1 x incident control folder 
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 Map 3: Fire Management Zones 
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Appendix 2: Vegetation communities, plants and animals  
Table 5: Regional Ecosystems 

 

Regional Ecosystem Description VMA Fire zone 

12.8.24 Corymbia citriodora subsp. variegata open forest on Cainozoic 
igneous rocks especially trachyte 

Endangered B 

12.3.3 Eucalyptus tereticornis woodland on Quaternary alluvium Endangered B 

12.9-10.2 Corymbia citriodora subsp. variegata +/- Eucalyptus crebra 
open forest on sedimentary rocks 

Least 
Concern 

B 

12.9-10.7 Eucalyptus crebra +/- E. tereticornis, Corymbia tessellaris, 
Angophora spp., E. melanophloia woodland on sedimentary rocks 

Of concern B 

12.9-10.17 Eucalyptus acmenoides, E. major, E. siderophloia +/- 
Corymbia citriodora subsp. variegata woodland on sedimentary rocks 

Least 
concern 

B 

12.3.7 Eucalyptus tereticornis, Casuarina cunninghamiana subsp. 
Cunninghamiana +/- Melaleuca spp. fringing woodland 

Least 
concern 

FEZ 

 

Table 6: Plants and Animals of Conservation Significance. 
 

Scientific name Common name NCA Fire 
Sensitive 

Comment 

Phascolarctos 
cinereus 

koala V P High intensity fires will result 
in fatalities. 

Ninox strenua powerful owl V P Nest trees are important to 
protect if found within the 
property. Breeds late April to 
mid August in tall hollow 
eucalypts in wet sclerophyll 
forest. 

Petrogale penicillata brush-tailed rock-
wallaby 

V Y High intensity fires may 
result in fatalities. 

Notes 
(1) Conservation Status - Endangered (E), Vulnerable (V) or Near Threatened (NT). 
(2) Fire sensitive – Yes (Y), Potentially (P), No (N). 
(3) Refer to Wildlife Online for full species lists - http://www.qld.gov.au/environment/plants-animals/species-list/ 

 

http://www.qld.gov.au/environment/plants-animals/species-list/

