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MAMMA MIA!
Where to celebrate
Mother’s Day

JUST DRIVE
Taking the wheel
on adventure

A family
affair
NEIGHBOURS AND FAMILY TIES

LIKE MOTHER,
LIKE DAUGHTER
Love, life, and togetherness

Director’s Message
WELCOME TO THE MAY ISSUE OF THE GEM. WITH BOTH MOTHER’S DAY AND INTERNATIONAL
FAMILIES DAY TAKING PLACE IN MAY, THIS MONTH’S MAGAZINE PUTS THE SPOTLIGHT ON FAMILY –
ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT PARTS OF ALL OUR LIVES AT A PERSONAL LEVEL AND FOR SOCIETY
AS A WHOLE.

On page 4 we share a story about close-knit
siblings and neighbours at GemLife Pacific
Paradise, plus a story about a mother-daughter
duo who happily call GemLife Maroochy Quays
home (page 6).
At our GemLife Gold Coast site, Stage Two
has been selling quickly and it’s great to see
the terrific response to our first resort on the
Gold Coast. Set on a 46-hectare elevated site
in Pimpama in the city’s northern corridor, the
resort is set to become a flagship community
for GemLife and will feature a superb array of
facilities including a spectacular three-level
country club with incredible sweeping views of
the Gold Coast skyline.
Construction at our new Sunshine Coast
hinterland resort, GemLife Palmwoods, has
been progressing well despite the wet weather.
The entry statement is taking shape, creating a
strong first impression when driving to the front
gates, and the managers’ residence is nearing
completion.

Our Explore by GemLife motorhomes continue
to be a hit with our homeowners, and with a
new pet-friendly option now available, travellers
will be able to enjoy a road trip with the canine
members of their family (turn to page 8). On
page 16, we share a story about a Bribie couple
who took out an Explore motorhome for the
first time. Like many novice motorhome drivers,
they say it could not be easier and encourage
others to give it a go.
The official Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea takes
place on Thursday, 19 May and this year GemLife
is running a brownie drive to help raise funds
for the ‘tea-rrific’ work carried out by Cancer
Council Australia. For homeowners and contract
holders at GemLife Highfields, Pacific Paradise,
Palmwoods, and Maroochy Quays, there is still
time to get your orders in (see page 40).
On behalf of the GemLife family to yours, I
would like to wish you a happy International
Families Day and, for all the mums out there, a
wonderful Mother’s Day!

This month we share an early sneak-peek of
GemLife Highfields’ new outdoor recreational
precinct, The Outlook. This stunning facility,
which features sensational social and fitness
spaces, will be built in Stage Five later this year
(see page 14).
The response to our GemLife Rainbow Beach
resort, our first on the NSW Mid North Coast, has
been incredible, with more than 80 per cent of
home sites already snapped up. Lake Cathie is an
area known for its relaxed vibe and extraordinary
natural beauty and we cannot wait to see this
beautiful coastal resort come together.
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Yours sincerely,
Adrian Puljich
Director & CEO

NSW Mid North Coast resort a runaway hit
GEMLIFE’S FIRST OVER -50S LIFESTYLE RESORT ON THE NSW MID NORTH COAST, GEMLIFE
RAINBOW BEACH, HAS BEEN A RUNAWAY SUCCESS WITH 80 PER CENT OF AVAILABLE HOME
SITES SPOKEN FOR.
GemLife Director of Sales and Marketing Andrew
Coulter said the response to the resort’s launch
had surpassed expectations and demonstrated
the strong market demand for high quality over50s living in the region.
“The reaction has been amazing, especially
given this is GemLife’s very first resort on the Mid
North Coast. The sales have outstripped all our
predictions,” Andrew said.
“With just one more stage to release, I feel
confident that GemLife Rainbow Beach will be
one of our fastest selling resorts to date.”

When completed, GemLife Rainbow Beach will
feature 178 homes. Homeowners can choose from
eleven two-bedroom plus multipurpose room
home designs.
Facilities at GemLife Rainbow Beach will include
a luxury two-storey country club with an indoor
swimming pool and spa, sundeck, sauna, tenpin bowling, golf simulator, cinema, wine room,
rooftop terrace and lounge, bar, and cafe, in
addition to an outdoor pool, barbecue areas,
tennis courts and more.

Meet the newly named
Post-Construction
Support Team
A COMMITMENT TO BUILDING HOMES OF THE
HIGHEST QUALITY IS CENTRAL TO GEMLIFE’S
PROMISE TO HOMEOWNERS.
Built to exacting standards, all homes have
a 12-month warranty with a dedicated PostConstruction Support Team to assist residents
with any construction-related issues during the
first year in their new home.
The friendly faces behind the GemLife PostConstruction Support Team are Teressa Jones
and Meagan Hayward who are based at GemLife’s
head office on the Gold Coast. The team, formerly
called Customer Service, has been renamed to
communicate its role more accurately.
“GemLife works with high-end suppliers and
service providers to ensure homes are completed
to exacting standards and our team is on-hand to
help resolve any build-related issues that may not
be apparent until after someone has lived in the
home for a while,” said Teressa.
“We deal with a range of what we call ‘low-priority’
www.gemlife.com.au

and ‘high-priority’ issues that can include anything
from imperfect paintwork to a plumbing matter,”
she said.
“The new name is more specific to what we do –
offer support during the construction warranty
period.”
Post-Construction Support is available Monday
to Friday via email pcs@gemlife.com.au For any
urgent warranty issues that occur after hours,
homeowners should contact a suitable 24-hour
tradesperson and then follow-up with the team
during business hours.
The team cannot assist with maintenance issues
after expiration of the 12-month warranty, wear
and tear or accidental damage, or with serious
emergencies which should always be directed to
Triple Zero (000) or State Emergency Services.

MAY 2022
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A family
affair

Turk family helped
father achieve success
THE FOUNDER OF ELECTRICAL WHOLESALING COMPANY, JOHN R TURK
WOULD BE AS PROUD OF HIS FAMILY AS THEY ARE OF HIS ABILITY TO
BUILD A HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS FROM SCRATCH.

The late John R Turk created a multimillion-dollar
business with 23 branches and a staff of 160, but
he did not do it alone. His family, which included
GemLife Pacific Paradise homeowner Stephen
Turk together with his four brothers and sister
Gail, were with him every step of the way.

We would not
be anywhere
else - we just
love it!
4
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“Dad used to say to us `if it weren’t for you kids,
I wouldn’t be where I am today’. Sadly, he never
lived to see the true extent of what he built up,
passing away at the age of 62,” said Stephen who
remembers his father selling his first products
out of their Sydney home’s garage.
When his father eventually started operating
out of a warehouse, all the children helped after
school.
“It was always a family affair and Dad was an
incredible man who, despite the challenge of

growing up with a crippled leg and stubbled
fingers, always believed in working long and
hard, and giving the best service possible to his
customers. It was something he instilled in us all
and was how he built a mini empire.”
Stephen said his father received such respect
that loyal employees stayed for many years and
became like family.
“He built the business the hard way without all
the mod-cons of today such as computers and
mobile phones and, if we didn’t have an item in
stock, we would make ten phone calls to get it,”
he said.
The family business was sold two decades ago
but the family spirit and sense of mateship lives
on. It is what inspired three of the siblings to
settle at GemLife Pacific Paradise.

www.gemlife.com.au

Stephen and Janis Turk were the first of the
family to move into GemLife Pacific Paradise in
September 2020, closely followed by his sister
Gail May. Then, nine months ago brother David
Turk moved up from New South Wales and also
took up residence.
“We wanted to downsize from our two-storey
home at Coolum and found everything we ever
desired here at GemLife Pacific Paradise. Gail
and David felt the same when they visited us and
the rest is history,” said Stephen who could not
be more delighted to have his brother and sister
living so close by.
“We see each other all the time and enjoy lots of
activities together. We would not be anywhere
else – we just love it!”

MAY 2022
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Like mother,
like daughter
A generation apart
but never closer
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“We are more than family, we are great mates
too,” she said.
Shopping, the movies, visiting the markets, and
enjoying a coffee or meal out in Maroochydore or
one of the many local cafes and restaurants close
to the resort, are among their favourite outings.
Tracey says the two are very much alike.
“We are similar and like the same things. Even my
girlfriends treat mum like their own. She just fits
in so well. I love her so much.”
Tracey works full time which gives Patricia, 82,
plenty of time to indulge in her own special
interests and outings while also caring for their
two dogs and a cat during the week, but on
weekends, the mother and daughter enjoy family
get-togethers which usually begin with Friday
night drinks at the country club.
The mother-daughter duo share a two-storey villa
with Tracey upstairs and Patricia downstairs and,
to add to the family feel of the resort, Tracey’s
sister Melissa and husband Alistair are also
residents.
“We can see the top of their roof from our villa,”
said Patricia.

PATRICIA PARKINSON IS SURROUNDED BY
FAMILY AND FEELS “BLESSED.”
The feeling is mutual for daughter Tracey Grayell,
57, who could not be more delighted to be living
with her mother at GemLife Maroochy Quays
over-50s lifestyle resort.
“Mum is very special and so much fun to be with,
and we love sharing and doing so many things
together,” said Tracey.
“I love so much about mum. She is my inspiration
and someone I have always aspired to be.
Mum is also very active in the community with
organisations such as the Lions and View clubs
and she loves to socialise. It has always been so
easy to include mum in whatever I do.”
Patricia, or Tricia as she likes to be called, said
living together was great.
www.gemlife.com.au

Melissa and Alistair were first to take up
residence about a year ago and before too long
had convinced Patricia and Tracey to downsize
from their home at Twin Waters and join them at
the resort.
Tracey says it was the best thing they could have
done because it brought the family together in a
beautiful resort where they could see each other
often without having to travel.
“We also have a brother and his family at Kadanga
near Gympie, and they can visit often,” said
Tracey, whose two daughters also live close by.
This is particularly handy on special occasions
such as Mother’s Day, a day that traditionally
brings families together to help celebrate mums
of all ages.
“Whatever we do, you can be sure there will be
lots of laughter and hugs because that’s what
families do so well, especially ours!” said Tracey.
MAY 2022
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Travel
pawfection
New pet-friendly
option for Explore
by GemLife
THERE WILL BE NO MORE PLEADING
PUPPY DOG EYES FROM YOUR CANINE
BESTIE NEXT TIME YOU BOOK AN
EXPLORE BY GEMLIFE ROAD TRIP
THANKS TO OUR NEW PET - FRIENDLY
TRAVEL OPTION.

If you love to travel with your furry friend, one
of our Explore by GemLife motorhomes is now
available to book for pet-friendly holidays
starting from 14 May.
GemLife CEO and Director Adrian Puljich said
GemLife recognised pets as being important
family members and, by providing a pet-friendly
travel option, homeowners could opt to book a
trip and bring their fur-child along for the ride.
“Pets are often their owners’ best friends and for
many residents, being able to travel with their
pet will make their road trip holiday even more
memorable,” he said.
The pet-friendly motorhome will be available for
pick-up and drop-off at the new state-of-theart GemLife Caboolture RV Compound in Alta
Street.
There is a surcharge of $10 per day for the petfriendly motorhome and terms and conditions
apply.
8
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How to book the pet-friendly motorhome
1. Visit the Explore by GemLife online bookings
page at gemlife.com.au/gemlife-explorebooking-request
2. Select the Caboolture RV Compound tab
and select Vehicle 1.
Tips for travelling with a dog
• Make sure your dog is microchipped and your
contact details are up to date and recorded on
the microchip register. There are six microchip
registers in Australia, so make sure the one you
and your dog are recorded on is recognised
nationally (and not just in your state).
• Attach an ID tag with your contact details on
your dog’s collar. Also make sure your dog’s
registration is up to date.
• Check the laws that apply to transporting dogs
by road in the states you plan to travel within.

Pet travel checklist
This handy RSPCA checklist will make sure
you and your furry friend are road trip ready!
Things you should pack for your dog are:
• Your pet’s regular food and treats. Don’t
forget a can opener if your dog eats
tinned food
• Bedding and/or a travel crate to sleep in
• Food and water bowls. Always carry
enough bottles of fresh water in case you
can’t find a tap
• Collar/harness and leash
Rules and fines vary, but all require your pet
to be safe and secure during travel and do not
permit dogs to sit on owners’ laps.
• Ensure your dog is healthy enough to travel
and that vaccinations, worming, and flea
treatment are up to date. If your pet takes
prescription medication, make sure you have
enough to see you through the holiday. Talk
to your vet for advice including paralysis tick
prevention.
Before you leave you will need to ensure your
dog will be comfortable and safe during the trip.
• An appropriately secured pet transport
container or crate must be used when
travelling in an Explore by GemLife
motorhome. Transport containers should
allow the animal to lie down comfortably in
a natural position, stand and sit erect, turn
around, and stretch.

• Your dog’s favourite toy/s
• Grooming equipment including a towel in
case your dog gets wet
• A ‘pooper scooper’ and plastic bags to
clean up after your dog
• Any required medications and a first aid kit

Dogs can die very quickly from heat stress,
even in mild weather.
• Stop for plenty of toilet breaks during your
road trip to avoid toileting accidents plus onleash exercise.
• If possible, have the contact details of the
local vet at your end destination or vet clinics
along the way (if it’s a long trip) in case you
need to make an appointment.

• Never leave your dog unattended in a vehicle.

www.gemlife.com.au
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Make mum
feel extra special
Exciting Mother’s Day events
near our resorts
MOTHER’S DAY IS A SPECIAL TIME OF THE YEAR WHEN WE HAVE THE
PERFECT OPPORTUNITY TO SHINE A SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MUMS.
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Beyond the classic breakfast in bed and
showering her with gifts and flowers, there are
many other ways to show your love. If you are
looking for inspiration, check out our list of
Mother’s Day events taking place on Sunday,
8 May.

SUNSHINE COAST & MORETON BAY
Musical high tea
Spend some quali-tea time with mum by taking
her to a sophisticated Mother’s Day extravaganza!
Treat her to a beautiful musical concert
performed by professional violinist Hayden
Wiseman and local musicians, accompanied by
a decadent high tea. Capture this sweet memory
by taking a professional photo with mum at the
Mother’s Day photo booth available at the event.
Book your tickets online
eventbrite.com.au/e/mothers-day-extravaganzatickets-288993696927
Time

3pm – 5:30pm

Location

Buderim War Memorial Hall
1 Main Street
Buderim QLD 4556

Degustation lunch
Indulge mum with a five-course degustation
lunch at the award-winning The Long Apron
restaurant in Montville’s Spicers Clovelly Estate.
The menu includes a delicious range of food
including crab, chicken, short ribs, tarts and
more.
Have a look at the amazing menu and buy
your tickets at eventbrite.com.au/e/mothersday-at-the-long-apron-tickets-162734502277?af
f=ebdssbdestsearch
Time

12pm – 3pm

Location

38-68 Balmoral Road
Montville QLD 4560

Buffet breakfast
Satisfy mum’s cravings with a lovely Mother’s
Day buffet breakfast or lunch at Queensland’s
premier waterfront venue and the winner of
Australia’s Best Hotel 2022, The Sandstone
Point Hotel. Gift mum with some fresh flowers
from the hotel florist and take advantage of the
free photobooth available to capture special
memories with her.
Bookings are essential – email
info@sandstonepointhotel.com.au
or call (07) 3475 3001
Time

7:30am – 9:30am for breakfast
11am – 3:30pm for lunch

Location

1800 Bribie Island Road
Sandstone Point QLD 4511

Paint and picnic
Australia Zoo
Australia Zoo is welcoming all mums and families
to spend Mother’s Day with their wildlife families
and take part in the activities on offer. This
could be an outing for the whole family to enjoy
together and give your animal-loving mum a
family day out in the wild.
Book tickets at
australiazoo.com.au/event/mothers-day
Time

9am – 5pm

Location

Steve Irwin Way
Beerwah QLD 4519

www.gemlife.com.au

Looking to treat mum to the perfect Mother’s
Day? Give her a creative and fun experience on
the Scarborough foreshore for a Paint and Picnic
event. Paint and graze, sip and soak up the rays
as you paint the stunning Glasshouse Mountains
views. You will also receive a glass of bubbles
on arrival, individual grazing boxes, and a sweet
treat to finish.
Purchase your tickets at pinotandpicasso.com.au/
redcliffe/session/mumsterpiece-family-friendlysession
Time

2pm – 5pm

Location

Jamieson Park
8 Reef Point Esplanade
Scarborough QLD 4020
MAY 2022
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GOLD COAST & TWEED
Plant a tree for mum
Organised by the Ipswich City Council, you can
plant a tree for or with your mum at Jim Seymour
Park while enjoying a lovely picnic. For those who
have lost their mum or have their mum living far
away, this can be a meaningful and beautiful way
to honour her.

Paint and sip
Surprise mum with an art class and a bottle
of her favourite beverage at The Sip Studio for
a Paint and Sip session on Mother’s Day. BYO
bubbles and nibbles to snack on while you both
learn to paint beautiful floral hearts.

Register for free at eventbrite.com.au/e/treesfor-mum-community-tree-planting-tickets267206671347?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
Time

9am – 11am

Location

Jim Seymour Park
46 Melinda Street
Camira QLD 4300

Book your tickets at
thesipstudio.com.au/products/sunday-8th-may10am-floral-heart-1
Time

10am – 12pm

Location

15 Russell Street
Toowoomba City QLD 4350

High tea
Treat mum to a delectable high tea for Mother’s
Day, including savoury and sweet treats, a glass of
Prosecco or non-alcoholic punch.
Check out the delicious menu and purchase
your tickets at
eventbrite.com.au/e/mothers-day-high-teatickets-300379331667
Time

10am – 12pm

Location

Encores Restaurant
56a Neil Street
Toowoomba QLD 4350

Cobb+Co
Cobb+Co Museum is hosting a delicious
breakfast for Mum this Mother’s Day. There will
be heaps of fun workshops and activities to
do together, along with local female artisan
demonstrations! Bookings are essential for both
breakfast and the workshop – phone
(07) 4659 4900 or visit the museum front
counter to book and pay.

12

Time

8:30am – 3:30pm

Location

27 Lindsay Street
Toowoomba City QLD 4350
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High tea cruise
No one is sweeter than mum, so why not pamper
her this Mother’s Day with a High Tea Cruise?
Mum can unwind and enjoy a well-deserved
break relaxing on the comfortable open-air
deck while sipping on a complimentary glass of
sparkling wine and enjoying a mouth-watering
selection of treats while passing stunning
Gold Coast skylines and iconic landmarks. The
onboard professional photographer will capture
all the magic of the cruise, making it a Mother’s
Day to remember.
Book tickets at
seaworldcruises.com.au/mothers-day-cruise
Time

9:30am – 11am or
12pm – 1:30pm or
3pm – 4:30pm

Location

Sea World Cruises Terminal located
in the car park at Sea World,
Main Beach.

PORT MACQUARIE

WOODEND
Music and afternoon tea
Have a chill afternoon with mum enjoying
delicious food and good music. The Lauriston
Community Hall is presenting a Mother’s Day
afternoon tea with live music provided by the
Cartwheels – a reputable family country band.
Book your tickets at
trybooking.com/events/landing/873056
Time

3pm – 5:30pm

Location

440 Lauriston Road
Lauriston VIC 3444

ABBA lunch cruise
If mum is an ABBA fan, take her on a musical
cruise with the best ABBA tribute band in Port
Macquarie-Hastings! Enjoy a fabulous lunch and
then sing and dance your hearts out to their
famous tracks in tribute to these great masters of
song lyrics and catchy tunes.
Book your tickets
events.humanitix.com/mothers-day-abbatribute-cruise
Time

10:30am – 4pm

Location

Port Adventure Cruises
77 Clarence Street
Port Macquarie

Fun run or walk
For active mums who loves to give back to the
community, celebrate Mother’s Day by joining in
a 5km run or walk to support and honour those
affected by breast cancer. Be a part of a small
and passionate crowd with music, entertainment,
and plenty of community spirit! You will also
receive a commemorative medallion, handed
over with pride when you cross the finish line
together.
Register at
mothersdayclassic.com.au/register/mothersday-classic-2022-port-macquarie/register
Time

7am – 11am

Location

Westport Park
Port Macquarie

www.gemlife.com.au

Outdoor mindfulness
Is your mum in need of some soulful
rejuvenation? Take her on a mindful hike at
Mount Macedon and connect with nature
doing guided forest bathing and meditations,
combined with sound healing amongst the trees.
Book your tickets at
eventbrite.com.au/e/sound-medicine-hikemount-macedon-tickets-294246879337
Time

9am – 1pm

Location

Mount Macedon car park
MAY 2022
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How’s
The Outlook?
First look at GemLife Highfields
new outdoor recreational precinct
GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS’ STUNNING NEW $5M OUTDOOR
RECREATIONAL PRECINCT, THE OUTLOOK, PROMISES A HOST OF
SUPERB NEW FACILITIES RANGING FROM A PICTURE - PERFECT POOL
TO A GEMLIFE FIRST, AN INDOOR CRICKET PITCH (HOWZAT!!).

Plans for the 2800sqm precinct, currently being
reviewed by Council, will complement the
resort’s current facilities, adding a new dimension
to the over-50s lifestyle on offer at GemLife
Highfields.
GemLife Highfields Sales Manager Rachael
Benham said The Outlook had been aptly
named to convey the green views seen from the
elevated parts of the site.
“For example, when people are lounging
poolside, they will look out at a canopy of trees
and lovely views of the native vegetation corridor
around the creek,” Rachael said.
“Because of the elevation of the site, the team
has been able to maximise wonderful aspects
throughout the design, creating a unique oasis in
14
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which residents can relax, recharge, or get active
- whatever mood strikes them,” she said. “The
position of the site also means fresh country
cross-breezes can be enjoyed year-round.”
She added that The Outlook, which is larger than
GemLife’s typical summer house buildings, was
unique to Highfields and combined two separate
buildings for indoor facilities together with
beautifully designed outdoor spaces.
Besides the serene 20-metre architecturally
designed infinity-edge pool, other standout
features in the outdoor spaces will include a
croquet/yoga lawn, skirted by pergola-screened
sunlounges, undercover barbecue with lounge/
entertainment area, and a large off-leash dog run
for the resort’s canine residents to socialise.

*Image for illustrative purposes only.

The first of The Outlook buildings, a 300sqm
multipurpose pavilion, boasts a spacious hall
with stage that could be used for anything from
dancing to special events, together with large
arts and crafts studio, a bar and kitchen. The
second building, measuring 520sqm, has been
designed as a leisure and recreational centre and
will be home to a sports lounge, gymnasium with
Pilates area, virtual golf, and of course, the indoor
cricket pitch, in addition to a formal lounge with
fireplace and billiards/games room.
Manager of Interior Design Jennifer Kyle said
The Outlook would complement the design of
the resort’s award-winning country club, with a
classically modern look and feel with a country
lodge vibe.

www.gemlife.com.au

“It will remain true to the idyllic rural charm of
the Highfields setting, giving off an inviting sense
of warmth and relaxation, with stylish highquality furnishings and fittings for a touch of
sophistication,” she said.
“We want to provide homeowners with plenty
of opportunities to connect with a range of
wonderful social spaces indoors and out, and
I look forward to sharing more details as this
project comes together.”
Construction is forecast to commence in the
fourth quarter of 2022.
GemLife Highfields Stage Five is now selling.
For more information, call 1800 910 278.

*Please note that plans are under review and are subject to change.

MAY 2022

15

THE GEM - MAY 2022

Just drive

Taking the wheel for new
experiences with Explore by GemLife

DRIVING A MOTORHOME FOR THE FIRST TIME CAN BE DAUNTING, BUT IT DOES NOT TAKE LONG
TO GAIN CONFIDENCE AND FEEL LIKE A PRO, ACCORDING TO JOAN AND BILL MOORE.

The GemLife Bribie Island homeowners
have recently returned from a week away in
the driver’s seat of the Explore by GemLife
motorhome, having swapped their first love
of cruising to travel the open road on a trip to
Agnes Waters, Tin Can Bay and Rainbow Beach.
“Prior to Covid, we were avid overseas air and sea
travellers. We have family in the United Kingdom
16
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and New Zealand and loved visiting them
whenever possible. However, we thought that
while travel was restricted, we might experience
life in the new GemLife motorhome which was
something completely new for us,” said Joan.
The couple were keen to experience free
camping on some of Queensland’s popular
beaches including Rainbow Beach where they

were also able to enjoy a four-wheel drive
excursion along the multi-coloured sands and up
to the lighthouse.
“We met with friends of 40 years, who also live
at GemLife Bribie Island and have their own
caravan,” said Joan and Bill, who have lived at the
resort for about four years.
Bill was impressed with how the motorhome
performed on the 1000km journey, it’s fabulous
high-tech inclusions that ranged from the
extendable bed to the pushbutton easy-to-erect
awning that lit up in coloured lights at night,
and the fact they sat so high in the driver’s and
passenger’s seat that they could see everything
so clearly.
Joan said that the beautiful artwork that
decorated the motorhome also drew attention
wherever they went.
“We got so many compliments along the way,
including from one lady whom we didn’t know
www.gemlife.com.au

that was also from GemLife Bribie Island and she
recognised the motorhome straight away.”
The couple, who recently celebrated their 46th
wedding anniversary and have two children
and two grandchildren, said travelling was a big
part of their life and they enjoyed the freedom,
meeting new people, seeing new places and
experiencing new customs.
They have previously lived in London for three
years and Vietnam for two years when Bill was
operations manager for a clothing company.
Joan still holds a casual position as a registered
nurse, but both have plenty of time these
days to enjoy the things they love most which
include travel, spending time with their family
and making the most of the fabulous facilities
available on their doorstep at GemLife Bribie
Island, where there is also a resident Kiwi
population who get together regularly.

MAY 2022
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On track with
The Beatles
Model train takes residents
on iconic journey
IMAGINE FOLLOWING A RAIL JOURNEY OF A TRAIN AS IT TRAVELLED
THROUGH AN ESTATE OWNED AT DIFFERENT TIMES BY TWO OF THE
ICONIC BAND, THE BEATLES.

What was home to John Lennon and Yoko Ono between 1969 and 1971 and
then Ringo Starr from 1973 until the late 1980s, Tittenhurst Park Estate near
Ascot in the UK county of Berkshire, has been recreated as part of a model
train set that takes pride of place at Jim and Carol Walsh’s GemLife Pacific
Paradise home on the Sunshine Coast.
Housed in their garage as somewhat of a permanent fixture, the model train
set has become a talking point among resort residents, many of whom have
popped in for a closer look and to discuss its origins with recent model
train enthusiasts Jim and Carol.
The couple bought the train set two years ago to entertain their
grandchildren, one of which was a huge fan of Thomas the Tank Engine, but
the purchase ignited a passionate interest in model trains.
“When we bought the train set it was only half of what it is now, and we had
to build the rest. It belonged to a chap who used to take it to the model
train shows. He made the farm and put in the tracks. The rest was up to
us,” said Carol, admitting the task was a little daunting at first for the two
novices.
However, it was not long before the pair were sifting through everyday
items like toothpicks, cardboard, and ice-cream sticks, and searching online
for model train set accessories to help recreate the Beatles-inspired English
backdrop.
“It was a lot of fun,” said the couple.
“We found out how to make things for the landscape which now includes
a castle on the hill built out of cardboard, the shops and flats came in a
cardboard kit, the merry-go-round is made from a bottle top, and we built a
church and garage by recycling Coke boxes,” said Carol.
18
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The complete set is based on the English rail service
and includes two ‘HO’ (popular rail transport modelling
scale) size trains which is a smaller version of the Zero
Scale that was popular between the 1920s to the end
of WWII.
Originally from New Zealand and having lived in
Australia for about 26 years, keeping an English-theme
was tricky at first.
“We had to replace the Aussie flag with its English
counterpart on the war memorial I made, and we only
use trains that run in the UK. We did quite a bit of
research,” said Carol.
Jim and Carol say they are now hooked on the
miniature trains and have even joined the local
Caloundra Model Train Club.
Meanwhile, now fully operational with just a few
finishing touches to be made before it is complete, the
2.7 metre by 1.8 metre model train set is ready for the
couple’s grandkids to enjoy.
“We are also planning an open day for our neighbours
to come over and enjoy a coffee and chat while
the train travels through the picturesque setting of
Tittenhurst Park, which was where the last ever photos
of The Beatles were taken,” said Jim.

www.gemlife.com.au
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Sunshine Coast Marathon
and Community Run Festival
Register your interest!
FUTURE AND CURRENT GEMLIFE RESIDENTS WILL BE AMONG THE HUNDREDS TO TAKE PART IN
THIS YEAR’S SUNSHINE COAST MARATHON AND COMMUNITY RUN FESTIVAL ON 13 - 14 AUGUST.
Team GemLife is set to hit the road in the 5km
category of this major event which was first held
in 2012 and has since raised over $1.6 million for
charity and community groups.
In its tenth anniversary year, the much-loved
running festival is on track to make the most of
the stunning Sunshine Coast winter conditions
which have traditionally served up blue skies, low
humidity, and mild temperatures.
Add to this a fabulous flat course and
participants have the best conditions to achieve
fast times or simply enjoy a walk with friends
and family in each of the event distances which
include the marathon, half marathon, 10km, 5km
and 2km events.

established in this world-class athletic event to
ensure there is an event to suit all abilities and
age groups.
Everyone taking part will have the added benefit
of following the stunning coastline of Alexandra
Headland with its white sandy beaches and
spectacular vantage points alongside the ocean.

Join the GemLife team

The 5km walk will begin at 10.15am from the
Alexandra Headlands Surf Club.

Join the GemLife team for a great day by
registering your interest by Sunday, 26
June via email events@gemlife.com.au
GemLife will provide a free bus transfer
from each resort.

GemLife team members will join other
competitors vying for a win in the various age
categories on the day. Winners in each category
will be awarded a first-place age group medal.

Entry in the 5km category is free for
GemLife participants and all entrants
will receive a free GemLife visor and
drink bottle!

Festival run/walk distances have been
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Join the GemLife
Lifeblood Team
DID YOU KNOW EVERY DONATION OF BLOOD CAN HELP SAVE UP TO THREE LIVES? YOU CAN
MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND SHOW THE TEAM SPIRIT THAT OUR GEMLIFE COMMUNITIES ARE
KNOWN FOR BY JOINING THE GEMLIFE LIFEBLOOD TEAM TODAY.
GemLife invites all homeowners to get together
and give blood as a team to support the
Australian Red Cross Lifeblood group blood
donation program, a social responsibility
program for workmates, friends, teammates, and
communities that saves lives.
How to join
• Register for an account, or log in if you already
have one at lifeblood.com.au
• Join the GemLife Lifeblood Team by heading
to the `Teams’ tab on the top right and clicking
`My Team’
• Search `GemLife’ in the search tab
Research reveals demand for O negative
on the rise
Ethnic diversity has been cited as the likely cause
for blood types in Australia becoming more
`positive’ and boosting the need for O negative.
The findings were uncovered during a landmark
study of 1.3 million Australian patients and
nearly half a million blood donors conducted by
Australian Red Cross.
There are eight basic blood types, A, AB, B and O,
each of which can be `positive’ or `negative’.
The research was the first to look at Australian
patient data, providing a more accurate picture

www.gemlife.com.au

of the nation’s blood types – which to date has
relied on data from first-time blood donors.
Using blood donor data from the early 1990s, it
was thought approximately 19 per cent of the
population had a negative blood type, including
9 per cent who were O negative – the universal
blood type.
The study, headed by Australian Red Cross
Lifeblood lead researcher Dr Rena Hirani, showed
only 14 per cent of the population had a negative
blood type, and importantly, just 6.5 per cent
were O negative.
Knowing the nation’s blood types and how they
are changing is crucial, according to Dr Hirani.
“Your blood type is determined by your genetic
background, in a similar way to your eye, skin and
hair colour, and certain blood groups are more
prevalent in certain countries,” she said.
Dr Hirani said the research also reflected the
growing challenge to collect the universal O
negative blood type, which currently makes up
16 per cent of hospital orders, although it is now
known fewer than only seven per cent of patients
have that blood type.
O negative blood can be given in emergency
situations where a patient’s blood group is
unknown and is often stocked in ambulances
and rescue helicopters.
MAY 2022
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GEMLIFE MARO O CHY QUAYS

Sales Manager’s
Message
THE BIGGEST MORNING TEA, WHICH IS BEING HELD
ON THURSDAY, 19 MAY, IS AN EVENT OUR RESIDENTS
LOVE TO SUPPORT EACH YEAR.
The major Cancer Council Australia event is is a
great way to enjoy time with friends and family
while also helping to raise much-needed funds
for cancer research, prevention, and support
services. Don’t forget to order some fundraising
brownies or blondies made by our talented
GemLife chef Matt Conquest by Thursday, 12 May
(see page 40 for details).
Another major event in the month of May is
Mother’s Day and I’d like to wish all our beautiful
mums a wonderful celebration.

Happy Hour and opening of the bar, following the
approval of the GemLife Maroochy Quays HOC
liquor licence. This will undoubtedly be the first of
many amazing social events in the future.
This month we are also set to hit another exciting
sales and construction milestone with the
settlement of our 150th home, which illustrates
just how popular our beautiful over-50s lifestyle
resort has become!
Joanne Michalowsky  
Sales Manager  

There are many great places to enjoy this special
occasion on the Sunshine Coast ranging from
barbecues and picnics in the park to a delicious
seafood lunch at a waterfront restaurant. If you
are looking for some local inspiration, see pages
10-13.
May has also seen great progress here at the
resort and I was delighted to attend the inaugural

GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS SALES TEAM
Joanne Michalowsky, Sales Manager
M 0447 546 271 | E joanne@gemlife.com.au
Julie-Anne Turner, Sales Consultant
M 0427 891 573 | E julie-anne@gemlife.com.au
www.gemlife.com.au/gmd

MAROOCHY QUAYS FEATURE HOUSE

Quay
FACADE ONE

$703,000
Seamlessly blending indoor and outdoor living, this stylish
home has everything you could want. Two large bedrooms,
two bathrooms and a study nook complement the spacious
open-plan living spaces. A sizeable alfresco area and
courtyard make this home ideal for those who like to bring
the outside in. Open plan living, dining and kitchen areas
meet in the heart of this utterly delightful home. The Quay
also features a two-car garage with storage.
To view this and other designs, and to reserve your site,
contact our sales team on 1800 982 056.
22
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MARO O CHY QUAYS UPDATE

Best Grandmother Award family day out
GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS HOMEOWNER LYNN SANCHEZ, HER DAUGHTER SAMANTHA,
AND FOUR GRANDCHILDREN ENJOYED AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE AT AUSTRALIA ZOO
RECENTLY.
It was all part of the 2021 GemLife Best Grandmother Award
first prize which Lynn won after she was nominated by her
nine-year-old grandson Thomas.
“It took a while to get all of us together for the day out at
Australia Zoo, but it was worth the wait because it was the
perfect day,” said Lynn.
Lynn adores her grandchildren who include Samantha’s
children Lucy (5) and Thomas (9), who live at Hervey Bay,
and her Brisbane-based son Gareth’s children, Josie (7) and
Charlotte (12).
She said everyone’s excitement was so great that they
missed their bus home three times!
“We saw the tigers, rhinos, Asian elephants, zebras, giraffes,
wombats, beautiful birdlife, a huge tortoise, patted a koala
and a wallaby, and saw Robert Irwin present the crocodile
show. The only time we stopped to take a breath was for a
brief picnic in the park,” said Lynn.
The GemLife Grandparents Day Awards are a wonderful
initiative, according to Lynn.
“It brought us all together for a fabulous day that we will remember forever. I am so proud of my
grandchildren and so happy that Thomas entered me into the competition. Thank you everyone!”

Men’s fellowship
group

The group was set up by coordinator Francis
Rissman to make the most of the resort’s
extensive sporting and leisure facilities, providing
a fun way to stay active and get social.

GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS’ MEN’S
FELLOWSHIP GROUP, THE GOLDEN
OLDIES, IS ALL ABOUT MEN SOCIALISING
OVER SPORT AND GAMES.

“We’ve had a tremendous response to the group.
It’s a great way to enjoy sporting activities with
other guys,” said Francis.
“It also gets new residents involved, expands their
friendship networks, and helps people feel part
of the community.”
The group, which comprises about 60 members,
has three regular activities each week – croquet,
games (virtual golf, ten-pin bowling and billiards)
and nine-hole golf – in addition to other special
get-togethers.
To find out more, homeowners are welcome to
contact Francis at villa 84.

www.gemlife.com.au
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GEMLIFE PACIFIC PARADISE

Sales Manager’s
Message
THIS IS A GREAT TIME FOR CELEBRATING OUR MUMS,
WHO CONTINUALLY SHOW US UNCONDITIONAL LOVE
AND BRING SO MUCH JOY INTO OUR LIVES.
There are many wonderful mothers living here at
GemLife Pacific Paradise, and we wish you all a
very happy Mother’s Day.
When celebrating Mother’s Day or any other
occasion, our residents have many great
restaurants and places to get-together with
family and friends close to the resort. We are also
surrounded by peaceful natural bushland with
stunning beaches and a vibrant local community
just minutes away.

wonderful community enjoying outings and social
events together.
Anyone who is keen to be a part of our resort is
invited to put their name down on our waiting list
for a home in Stage Two. Although we are sold out,
it is possible for some sites to come back on the
market.
Victoria Dent
Sales Manager

Being in such an excellent location has
contributed to our over-50s lifestyle resort’s
popularity which has seen ongoing demand from
homebuyers. In fact, we have completed and
handed over our final home in the development’s
first stage.
Many new friendships have been made among
Stage One residents and it is fabulous to see this

GEMLIFE PACIFIC PARADISE SALES
Victoria Dent, Sales Manager
M 0412 131 832 | E victoria@gemlife.com.au
www.gemlife.com.au/gpp

PACIFIC PARADISE FEATURE HOUSE

Penrose
FACADE ONE

$752,000
A spacious designer kitchen with island bench, premium
appliances and walk-in pantry flows into the dining and living
areas of this architecturally designed home. The living spaces
overlook the alfresco and courtyard areas, creating seamless
indoor-outdoor living. The master bedroom, with walk-inrobe and ensuite bathroom, is set away from the living areas
for a peaceful retreat. Two more bedrooms provide space for
overnight guests, with a central bathroom in-between. This
home also features a two-car garage.
To view this and other designs, and to reserve your site,
contact our sales team on 1800 430 885.
24 The Gem
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PACIFIC PARADISE UPDATE

Family-friendly activities on the Sunshine Coast
WITH INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES COMING UP ON SUNDAY, 15 MAY, IT’S TIME TO GET YOUR
FAMILY TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE THE LOVE AND BOND YOU HAVE. THE SUNNY COAST IS FILLED
WITH EXCITING ACTIVITIES FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE DAY OUT.

Family beach day

Kondalilla Falls

Sunshine Castle at Bli Bli

The beaches on the Sunshine
Coast are world-class and there
is something for everyone!
From calmer swimming spots
like Kings Beach at Caloundra,
Mooloolaba Beach, or Main
Beach at Noosa, to exploring
rock pools at Point Cartwright
or Alexandra Headland, there
are endless options. Pack some
buckets and spades for the
grandkids, a picnic basket, and
a mat, fire up the barbie at one
of the public barbecue spots
and make a day of it.

Situated in Kondalilla National
Park near the quaint town of
Montville, Kondalilla Falls is one
of the most spectacular and
accessible waterfalls on the
Sunshine Coast Hinterland. The
walk down to the falls is family
friendly with some rock stairs
and a maintained path. You
will get splendid views of the
rainforest valley from the natural
rock pools at the top, and you
can swim in the rock pools at
both the top and bottom of the
falls.

This award-winning museum is
also home to Absolut Toys, an
independent toy store offering
quality toys at affordable prices.
The castle offers a plethora
of highlights on a self-walk
tour with medieval additions,
complete with moat, turrets,
towers, and a drawbridge.
Wander around the courtyard
and get lost in medieval
times, try on some armour,
and explore the doll museum.
Children are sent on a treasure
hunt and can choose a treat
from the ‘King’s treasure’ and
the fully licensed Castle Cafe
offers a range of delectable
treats for everyone to enjoy.

www.gemlife.com.au
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GEMLIFE PALMWO ODS

Sales Manager’s
Message
AUTUMN IS WELL AND TRULY HERE AND WHAT A BEAUTIFUL
TIME OF THE YEAR ON THE SUNSHINE COAST AS THE COOL
WEATHER ALLOWS US TO ENJOY THE GREAT OUTDOORS.
There are many exciting things going on at
GemLife Palmwoods! Our stunning resort entry
is finally complete – from the long, beautifully
landscaped driveway leading up to the resort’s
gates, you are greeted by the picturesque view of
the hinterland.
Gardens are being planted and happiness is
blooming at our resort. We welcome our first
residents this month with their homes now
ready to move into. It’s rewarding to witness our
homeowners’ building journey reach fruition and
watch them start a whole new life at GemLife
Palmwoods – this is just the beginning of a
fantastic new chapter for them!
In addition, our double-storey managers’
residence is close to completion. Construction
of our new country club is also underway with
progress being made on the pool shell, the
barbecue area, sun deck and more. We cannot

wait to see it all take shape and come to life
soon.
I’d like to wish all the wonderful mothers and
grandmothers a very happy Mother’s Day! I hope
it’s a fabulous time filled with love and joy for all
families.
Liz Millroy
Sales Manager

GEMLIFE PALMWOODS SALES TEAM
Liz Millroy, Sales Manager
M 0437 169 379 | E liz@gemlife.com.au
Leisa Parsons-Young, Sales Consultant
M 0427 066 277 | E leisa@gemlife.com.au
www.gemlife.com.au/gpw

Love your GemLife and be rewarded
REFER A FRIEND TO GEMLIFE & EARN $1000!*

$

NAME
EMAIL
PHONE

DATE

SIGNATURE

DATE

SIGNATURE

FRIEND’S NAME
EMAIL
PHONE

more
The
Geminformation and terms and conditions about the GemLife $1000 Referral Reward Program, visit www.gemlife.com.au/terms
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PALMWOODS FEATURE HOUSE

Tamarind
FACADE ONE

$6 30,000

New entry set to make
a statement
CONSTRUCTION OF GEMLIFE PALMWOODS STATEMENT
ENTRY WAS COMPLETED LAST MONTH.
With the spectacular backdrop of the Blackall Range
framed in the distance, the entry will create a strong
sense of arrival for future homeowners once the finishing
touches are in place. Thanks to the long, landscaped
driveway leading up to the resort gates, the entry
provides a tranquil, serene feel for residents and visitors
as they drive into the community. The front gates will
feature number-plate recognition technology to give
homeowners convenient access into the resort.

Experience the power of good
design in the Tamarind, a beautiful,
right-sized home that lets you
simplify your life. Stylish and
practical, this two-bedroom plus
multipurpose room home combines
the easy flow of open-plan living
with a modern, sophisticated
aesthetic. Luxe fittings and finishes
enhance the interiors, including
premium appliances in the central
kitchen which features a designer
island bench and walk-in pantry.
Sleep peacefully in a spacious
master bedroom with private
double-vanity ensuite bathroom and
walk-in robe. Step outside into your
tranquil alfresco area or slide back
the double-stacker doors to enjoy
indoor-outdoor living in Palmwoods’
mild subtropical climate.

Managers’ residence
nearing completion
THE TWO - STOREY GEMLIFE PALMWOODS MANAGERS’
RESIDENCE IS NEARING COMPLETION.
Located next to the front entry, the managers’ residence
will be both office and home to the resort’s future on-site
managers. Stay tuned for details about the new resort
managers in next month’s issue of The Gem!
www.gemlife.com.au
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To view this and other designs, and
to reserve your site, contact our
sales team on 1800 718 414.
MAY 2022
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GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS

Sales Manager’s
Message
MOTHER’S DAY GIVES US ALL A CHANCE TO CELEBRATE
AND SHOW OUR APPRECIATION AND LOVE FOR OUR
MUMS.
Whether giving or receiving breakfast in bed,
flowers, or other gifts, we wish all mums a
beautiful and special day that demonstrates just
how much they are treasured.
Last month, the GemLife Highfields community
honoured our Anzacs in a well-attended special
and moving dawn service.
Meanwhile, activity on the home front is going
strong with Stage Five sales now our major focus.
This has been made possible with the finalisation
of our fabulous new home designs, which are
being well received by new home buyers who are
keen to secure a site within our beautiful over50s lifestyle resort.

GemLife Highfields has so much to offer and is in
a great position nestled among the rolling green
pastures of the Great Dividing Range and only 90
minutes from central Brisbane. Please call either
Jenny or I to make an appointment for a personal
tour of Stage Five and to learn more about what
we have on offer.
Rachael Benham 					
Sales Manager

Also in Stage Five will be the new outdoor
recreational precinct, The Outlook. If you’d like
to learn more, we share an early sneak-peek of
plans on page 14.

GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS SALES TEAM
Rachael Benham, Sales Manager
M 0437 256 745 | E rachael@gemlife.com.au
Jenny Rickwood, Sales Consultant
M 0436 011 527 | E jenny@gemlife.com.au
www.gemlife.com.au/ghf

HIGHFIELDS FEATURE HOUSE

Hazel
FACADE ONE

$6 30,000

To view this and other designs, and to reserve your site,
contact our sales team on 1800 910 278.
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The Hazel is a beautiful home that seamlessly blends
style and sophistication with the best in relaxed living. An
expansive porch welcomes guests into the open plan living
and dining spaces that overlook the outdoor alfresco. They
lead into a designer kitchen with a centrally located island
bench, generous walk-in pantry and premium appliances
plus a handy study nook. Nestled at the rear of the home
is the master bedroom with walk-in wardrobe and ensuite
bathroom together with a second bedroom with a walkin-robe.
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Family Day in Toowoomba
GET READY FOR SOME FUN - TASTIC TIME WITH YOUR
FAMILY TO CELEBRATE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
FAMILIES THIS MONTH!

GemLife
Highfields gets
behind Tony’s
Community
Kitchen

THE GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS
COMMUNITY GOT BEHIND
THE LOCAL CHARITY, TONY’S
COMMUNITY KITCHEN, WITH A
DONATION OF $1229 LAST MONTH.

Australian Army Flying Museum
Located just 25 minutes from Toowoomba in the rural
town of Oakey, this unique museum houses more than
20 aircraft flown by the Australian Army and related
memorabilia from all eras of Australian military flying.
Some highlights include getting to walk inside a heavy-lift
Chinook helicopter and getting up close to a Blackhawk.
Picnic Point Lookout
As well as breathtaking
panoramic views from the top
of the Great Dividing Range,
the Picnic Point precinct has
fantastic playgrounds, short
scenic bushwalks and a cafe
to enjoy. If you have an early
riser in the family, check out
the amazing sunrise!
Cobb+Co Museum
A part of the Queensland
Museum network, the
interactive, child friendly
exhibits at Cobb+Co
are a must see. It features a
hands-on science area, play
space in the centre of the cafe
and a life-sized horse and
carriage for kids to explore.
www.gemlife.com.au

Tony’s Community Kitchen is
made up of over 150 volunteers
who donate their time to prepare,
cook and serve nutritious meals
seven nights a week, 365 days a
year to those in need – such as
those who are living rough or in
insecure accommodation - in the
Toowoomba and Darling Downs
Region. The charity is also the only
out-of-hours service in Toowoomba
that provides meals, in addition to
shower and laundry facilities, all year
round.
This dedicated not-for-profit
organisation is one of three local
charities that the GemLife Highfields
Homeowners Committee supports
on behalf of the community.
A big thank you to all the residents
who donated to the fundraiser
through support of the raffle and
fashion parade, as well as the craft
group for the donation of a beautiful
quilt, handmade by talented
resident Jean Parker, for the raffle.
To find out more about the
wonderful work carried out by
Tony’s Community Kitchen, visit
tonyscommunity.org.au
MAY 2022
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GEMLIFE GOLD COA ST

Sales Manager’s
Message
AS MOTHERS EVERYWHERE ARE BEING CELEBRATED BY
THEIR FAMILIES, FRIENDS AND LOVED ONES FOR MOTHER’S
DAY, THE MOMENTUM HERE AT GEMLIFE GOLD COAST IS
REACHING NEW HEIGHTS.
Earthworks are well underway with several
scheduled blasts on site going ahead during the
past month, paving the way for the next stage of
construction – all extremely exciting!
Homebuyers have not wasted any time in
securing their piece of paradise with nearly 50
per cent of standard single-level home sites in
Stage Two already sold.
There is no doubt, GemLife Gold Coast is ticking
the boxes for so many astute buyers seeking
everything a top quality, premium over-50s
lifestyle resort such as ours has to offer.

would like to congratulate everyone who took
part in the Gold Coast Running Festival.
To all our mums, we wish you a happy and funfilled Mother’s Day.
Anyone wishing to find out more about GemLife
Gold Coast, please contact Kellie or I to arrange
a private appointment.
Ashleigh Murtagh
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE GOLD COAST SALES

There is also great news for our deposit holders
in Stage One and Stage Two with integrated
fridges set to be added as a standard inclusion to
all homes.

Ashleigh Murtagh , Sales Manager
M 0429 817 175 | E ashleigh@gemlife.com.au

Future residents have already become very
active within the Gemlife community, and we

www.gemlife.com.au/ggc

Kellie Uthmann, Sales Consultant
M 0401 658 375 | E kellie@gemlife.com.au

GOLD COAST FEATURE HOUSE

Oasis
FACADE ONE

$6 80,000
Contemporary and captivating, the Oasis creates a spacious
and inviting environment in which to enjoy life to the fullest.
The home features a generous floor plan incorporating open
plan living, dining and a gourmet kitchen with the latest in
quality Smeg appliances, and an adjoining alfresco. Style and
functionality come together in the master bedroom which
hosts an ensuite bathroom and walk-in wardrobe. A second
bedroom and a multipurpose room provide additional space
for visitors or to create a space that meets your lifestyle. A twocar garage completes this beautiful home.
To view this and other designs, and to reserve your site,
contact our sales team on 1800 325 229.
30 The Gem

2+

MPR

2

2

1
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GemLife GC ads to
shine at new shopping
centre cinema
THE LONG - AWAITED $500M QUEEN STREET
VILLAGE SHOPPING PRECINCT IN SOUTHPORT,
LOCATED ON THE FORMER GOLD COAST
HOSPITAL SITE, IS DUE TO OPEN LATER THIS
MONTH OR IN EARLY JUNE.
The shopping centre will feature an eleven-screen
Dendy cinema complex, which will premiere
GemLife Gold Coast’s new TV commercials on the
big screen, as well as a pub, burger restaurant,
a variety of retail shops, health services, IGA
supermarket, Asian grocery store, gym, food court,
childcare, cultural and social hubs.
At Dendy Southport, the Gold Coast’s first Dendy
complex, movie-goers will be able to enjoy
a broad range of curated content, including
international films, the latest blockbusters,
family films, plus award-winning movies, and film
festivals. Fully licensed, visitors will be able to
enjoy a drink before or after a screening as well
as snacks or handmade choc-top ice creams from
the candy bar.

MOVIE TICKET GIVEAWAY!
To celebrate the opening of Dendy Southport
at Queen Street Village, we have five double
passes to give away for the upcoming release
of To Olivia, exclusive to GemLife Gold Coast
contract holders. To Olivia is the true story
about beloved British writer Roald Dahl,
author of best-selling classic children’s books
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Fantastic
Mr Fox, and BFG and his marriage to Oscarwinning Hollywood movie star, Patricia Neale.
See the official movie trailer at
https://youtu.be/nkD80WFjRTo
How to win: Simply email your
name and contact details with
the subject line “I want free
Dendy Cinema movie tickets”
to content@gemlife.com.au
The first five emails received
will win!

The shopping centre is accessible by Light Rail,
with Nerang Street Station on the doorstep, and
there is underground and open-air carparking.

*Please note that if the opening date of Queen Street
Village is delayed, the movie passes may be substituted
for another film title.

Outdoor events area sneak peek
THE FINISHING TOUCHES ARE BEING MADE TO GEMLIFE GOLD
COAST’S OUTDOOR EVENTS AREA, THE ROTUNDA.
Designed to round off the total sales experience for prospective and
future homeowners and provide an atmospheric spot for cocktail
functions and other special events, The Rotunda features a huge
rotunda-pergola space with a peaceful garden, entryway, lawn,
bench seating, and barbecue area. It is expected to open later this
month.

www.gemlife.com.au
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GEMLIFE TWEED WATER S

Sales Manager’s
Message
IT HAS BEEN WONDERFUL TO SEE THE SUN SHINING AND
BLUE SKIES ABOVE AFTER THE PROLONGED WET WEATHER,
JUST IN TIME TO GET BACK INTO THE BEAUTIFUL OUTDOORS
TO CELEBRATE MOTHER’S DAY AND INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
FAMILIES.
From wonderful farm stays, crabbing tours and
beach cycling to blissful high tea cruises, The
Tweed region has some of the most amazing
activities to enjoy (see opposite as well as page
12).

If you would like to find out more about GemLife
Tweed Waters, please do not hesitate to contact
me via email or phone.
Melanie Graham
Sales Manager

While the heavy rains did cause some delays in
civil works, our resilient construction team has
been back on site ready to make up for lost time
as our future residents eagerly wait to move into
their new GemLife Tweed Waters’ homes.

DX - REEF - LH
I’d like to congratulate MARKETING
all those who joinedPLANS
the GemLife team for the Gold Coast Running
Festival last month. As well as being a great day
out, it provided a wonderful opportunity for
future homeowners to get to know each other
better.

GEMLIFE TWEED WATERS SALES
Melanie Graham, Sales Manager
M 0427 633 928 | E melanie@gemlife.com.au
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The Reef is a beautiful two-storey home designed to make
the most of over-50s living on the Tweed Coast. The main
ground floor level caters for everyday living and features a
designer kitchen with walk-in pantry, and open plan living
areas which open onto a good-sized alfresco. The main level
also hosts a second bedroom with ensuite and walk-in-robe.
A contemporary elevator leads to the upper level which
boasts a spacious master bedroom with walk-in-robe and
ensuite bathroom together with a multipurpose room plus a
bathroom, balcony, handy kitchenette, and spacious lounge.
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TWEED WATER S UPDATE

Family-friendly fun on the Tweed
EXPERIENCE AN ABUNDANCE OF FAMILY FUN AND KEEP THE WHOLE TRIBE ENTERTAINED WITH
THESE EXCITING ACTIVITIES.

Hosanna Farmstay

Tropical Fruit World

Hosanna Farmstay

Tropical Fruit World

If it is fresh air and farm days you are seeking,
head to the beautiful Tweed hinterland. Immerse
yourselves in the country lifestyle – feed the
resident animals, take a swim in the dam, bring
a picnic lunch, and relax under shady trees. Stay
overnight or book a day pass for a great day out
for the whole family.

Join a guided farm tour to discover and sample
exotic fruits, meet farm animals, and take a boat
cruise through a bushland valley. Get crafty with
Intimate Farm Workshops where you can learn
a unique spin on the retro craft of tie-dye using
pigments from fruit and veggies to create natural
dyes.

Cycle along the beach

Stone Studio

Hire bikes and explore the Tweed’s gorgeous
coastline from Kingscliff and south to the villages
of Casuarina and Cabarita. Smooth, flat pathways
wind along the coast, with many opportunities to
jump off and hit a beach path down to the waves
for a refreshing dip before pedalling on again.
Catch a Crab Tours
Set off aboard a Tweed River cruise with a Catch
a Crab Tour to take in stunning waterways and all
manner of fishing fun. Haul in crabs, hand-feed
friendly wild pelicans, pump for yabbies or try
your hand at fishing. You will also visit a working
oyster farm, where Sydney rock oysters are grown
and shucked, and at the Lakeside Cafe, fresh crab
and seafood dishes are chef-prepared to order.

www.gemlife.com.au

Located in Kingscliff, Stone Studio combines
barista-made coffee and locally baked goods
with a vibrant pottery studio running workshops
for children and adults. The grandkids can create
trinket pots or clay monsters while learning basic
techniques and unleashing some creative energy.
There are also take-away pottery kits available
with clay, tools and accessories, and easy how-to
videos.

MAY 2022
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GEMLIFE RAINB OW BEACH

Sales Manager’s
Message
AS WE HONOUR OUR MUMS THIS MOTHER’S DAY AND
SPEND SOME TIME WITH OUR FAMILIES TO CELEBRATE THE
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES, THERE’S PLENTY OF
ACTIVITIES TO ENJOY ON THE MID NORTH COAST.
Take a look at the next page for some unique
ideas of places close to GemLife Rainbow Beach
where you could visit with the whole family.
The rain has put a bit of a dampener on
our construction timeline, but our civil
construction team is powering ahead despite the
circumstances.
I am extremely proud of my lovely wife, Lisa,
who is preparing to dance for Stars of Hastings
and fundraising for Cancer Council Australia (see
opposite page).

Stages one and two are almost sold out and Stage
Three will be released soon – watch this space!
If you want to snap up the last of our Stage One
or Stage Two homes, or if you are interested to
learn more about Stage Three, visit Sam or I at
the new sales centre or give us a call.
Craig Dixon
Sales Manager

Please join Sam and I in welcoming GemLife
Rainbow Beach Sales Assistant Leanne Franklin
to the team. She will be providing invaluable
administrative and sales support in the months
ahead.

GEMLIFE RAINBOW BEACH SALES
Craig Dixon, Sales Manager
M 0417 261 100 | E craigd@gemlife.com.au
Samantha Lingham, Sales Consultant
M 0408 571 755 | E sam@gemlife.com.au
www.gemlife.com.au/grb

RAINBOW BEACH FEATURE HOUSE

Cowarra
FACADE TWO

$67 1,500
Blending style and practicality, the Cowarra is designed to
maximise the opportunities for interaction in your home.
From its sunny front porch, step through the Cowarra’s
double-door entry into seamless living spaces that overlook
an oversized vergola area. A designer kitchen, equipped with
high-end appliances and a walk-in pantry, makes cooking a
joy. For ultimate privacy, the home’s bedrooms are located
at opposite ends of the house. Blending elegance and
sophistication is the master bedroom, with walk-in wardrobe
and ensuite bathroom.
To view this and other designs, and to reserve your site,
contact our sales team on 1800 718 413.
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RAINB OW BEACH S O CIAL

Celebrate International
Day of Families in
Port Macquarie
GATHER THE ENTIRE FAMILY AND ORGANISE A FUN DAY
OUT TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE INTERNATIONAL DAY
OF FAMILIES.

Dancing
for cancer
STARS IS A COMMUNITY - DRIVEN
ANNUAL DANCE GALA EVENT AT
WHICH LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS
AND PERSONALITIES LIGHT UP
THE DANCE FLOOR TO RAISE VITAL
FUNDS FOR CANCER COUNCIL
AUSTRALIA.

Bago Maze
Wander, run and get lost in Bago Maze – the perfect place
for the entire family to explore. Adults can enjoy wine
tasting at the vineyard and indulge in a meat or cheese
platter while the youngsters roam around.
Whale and dolphin watching
Port Jet Cruise Adventures
offers one of New South
Wales’ fastest, most luxurious
jet-boat rides to Lighthouse
Beach. They also offer a
cruise along the Hastings
River where you may be lucky
enough to spot dolphins, or
head out to sea on a whale
watching ride.
Ricardoes Tomatoes and
Strawberries Farm
As the tall strawberry vines
climb up beside the tomato
houses, experience the
pleasure of picking your own
plump, luscious strawberries
at shoulder height. No
bending or stretching is
required at this familyfriendly activity which is
suitable for everyone from
two to 102!

www.gemlife.com.au

Lisa Dixon, wife of GemLife Rainbow
Beach Sales Manager Craig Dixon,
was nominated by her boss to take
part in this year’s Stars of Hastings
event on Friday, 17 June at the
Glasshouse in Port Macquarie.
With GemLife on board as a bronze
sponsor, in addition to a silver
sponsorship from her company
Elders Real Estate, Lisa is already
more than halfway toward reaching
her goal of raising $10,000 – with
the overall fundraising target for all
the contestants being $120,000.
“I teach young girls’ physical culture
(a low impact dance and aerobic
activity), but this is hugely different,
and out of my comfort zone.
However, I’m happy to participate
since it’s for a good and worthy
cause,” said Lisa.
“Rehearsals have already started
and it’s exciting,” said Lisa. “I’ve been
partnered with a dance teacher from
the local dance studio, so we’ll be
practising regularly and even have
a complete dress rehearsal at the
Glasshouse before the main event.”

MAY 2022
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GEMLIFE WO ODEND

Sales Manager’s
Message
CONGRATULATIONS TO GEMLIFE WOODEND
RESIDENTS WHO TOOK PART IN THIS YEAR’S POPULAR
RUN THE ROCK EVENT, INCLUDING OUR GROUP OF
ENTHUSIASTIC STARTERS FROM CHARLIE’S ANGELS.
Well done to everyone who took the opportunity
to put on their walking or running shoes and
enjoy the fabulous natural environment at this
fun community event.
Many residents have also been enjoying the
2022 Macedon Ranges Autumn Festival which
supports and showcases local producers,
creatives, and businesses, and encourages
community members and visitors to engage in
the diversity of experiences to be enjoyed across
the shire. There is just so much to see and do in
this beautiful part of the world which is currently
aglow with autumn colours!

for all as the pouring of slabs is well underway in
Stage Five.
Time is running out fast to secure a site at
GemLife Woodend, so we encourage anyone who
is interested to contact either Michelle or I as
soon as possible.
Alison Rice
Sales Manager

Meanwhile, the work continues here at Gemlife
Woodend as we look forward to delivering more
homes for our buyers. These are exciting times

GEMLIFE WOODEND SALES TEAM
Alison Rice, Sales Manager
M 0409 132 871 | E alison@gemlife.com.au
Michelle Merrett, Sales Consultant
M 0448 730 516 | E michellem@gemlife.com.au
www.gemlife.com.au/gwe

WO ODEND FEATURE HOUSE

Henson
VILLA 196 (MODIFIED) | FACADE ONE | TEATREE

$655,000
A three-bedroom home with plenty of storage, the Henson
is the perfect right-size. The master bedroom with walk-in
wardrobe and ensuite bathroom, provides a peaceful retreat,
tucked away from the main living areas. Two additional
bedrooms have a central bathroom in between, granting
privacy to you and your guests. The Henson’s designer
kitchen, complete with Smeg appliances, is adjacent to
the alfresco area and features a built-in servery for easy
entertaining. Adjoining living areas make this home perfect
for entertaining all year round.
To view this and other designs, and to reserve your site,
contact our sales team on 0438 913 346.
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WO ODEND UPDATE
MAROOCHY
QUAYS UPDATE

Creating mosaic masterpieces
CREATING A PIECE OF ART COMPOSED OF NUMEROUS TINY PIECES OF GLASS OR TILE TO FORM A
DECORATIVE MOSAIC OBJECT SUCH AS A TRAY OR GARDEN POT, IS A SKILL A GROUP OF GEMLIFE
WOODEND RESIDENTS ARE MASTERING UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF THEIR TEACHER AND FELLOW
HOMEOWNER SUSAN LAWSON.
The mosaic classes began after Susan retired last
November and have become so popular that the
Saturday sessions have expanded to include a
class on Tuesday afternoons as well.
“Mosaics is something I have enjoyed since
learning the art at classes and workshops about
eight years ago so the moment I gave up work
and had more time, I thought it was something
I could do as a hobby with other residents who
might be interested.”
Her idea to start a class resonated with fellow
resort homeowners and attracted an enthusiastic
group of eight for the first session, which both
surprised and delighted Susan, who has lived at
GemLife Woodend for three years.
www.gemlife.com.au

“The idea was that the Tuesday class would
mainly be for new participants, whereby all
would work on the same project, and the
Saturday class would be for those who wish to
create their own masterpiece, with assistance,”
said Susan.
She said anyone can create mosaics and it was
not hard to learn.
“We start with a basic pot featuring a design
made of recycled plates. They are quite chunky
but easy to do, and it gives first-timers a chance
to get a feel for it and, when ready, to move onto
something more intricate.”
The mosaic artwork can feature everything from
glass and tiles to beads and other miscellaneous
items easily acquired from local thrift shops.
MAY 2022
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GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND

Resort Managers’
Message
THE FULLY OCCUPIED SIGN WILL SOON BE OUT ON
OUR BEAUTIFUL GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND RESORT,
WITH THE FINAL SETTLEMENT DUE TO TAKE PLACE
THIS MONTH.
Since the first sod was turned about four years
ago, time has flown by and we have reached fully
sold-out status long before originally expected.
Today we have such a vibrant and active
community here at GemLife Bribie Island. With
so many fabulous facilities on offer as well as the
many diverse activities to enjoy both inside the
resort and in the surrounding community, there
really is something for everyone.
During the month of May, residents will be
participating in a host of events ranging from
Dining with Dan in the country club and a free
jukebox night to a Big Band Sound Session Band
event and a Fawlty Towers dinner.
We also want to wish all the beautiful mums at
GemLife Bribie Island a very happy Mother’s Day.

Get social
HAVE YOU JOINED OUR FACEBOOK
PAGE YET?
If not, you better get clicking! We post
regular news, competitions and updates all
about GemLife – plus plenty of fun too. You
can provide feedback, ask questions and
even meet new people, so join up today!
Visit www.facebook.com/gemliferesort
today to get in on the action!
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I am sure many of you will be getting together
with family and friends to celebrate and you will
not have to go far because Bribie Island offers a
variety of terrific local venues and places where
families can mark the occasion in style. Turn to
page 10 for some inspiration for things to do on
Mother’s Day.
Jess and Paul Smith
Resort Managers

GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND
Jess and Paul Smith, Resort Managers
M 0437 118 765
E bribie.manager@gemlife.com.au

BRIBIE ISLAND S O CIAL

Family fun on Bribie Island
AS WE CELEBRATE THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY THIS MONTH, READ ON FOR SOME INSPIRATION
FOR FAMILY - FRIENDLY THINGS TO DO THAT WILL HELP CREATE NEW MEMORIES.
Bribie Island is blessed with a plethora of activities for every member of the family – from the young to
the young at heart – to enjoy together.

Big4 Sandstone Point Holiday Resort

Bribie Island Butterfly House

Big4 Sandstone Point Holiday Resort

This magical destination is run by volunteers,
with 100 per cent of its profits supporting
disadvantaged people locally and overseas. Kids
and adults alike will enjoy some great ‘nature
therapy’ and a sense of joy at watching the
beautiful butterflies float around the sanctuary
while learning about their breeding and
fascinating life-cycle journey.

Head on over to this nearby resort for a family
holiday to remember! Hit the beach, have a
swim in the heated outdoor pool, spend a day
in the waterplay park, play a game of tennis or
basketball at the respective courts, borrow a
board game from reception or enjoy one of the
many family-friendly facilities available at the
resort – there is something for everyone!

Bribie Island Seaside Museum

Bushwalking on Bribie

Explore the intriguing and fascinating history of
Bribie Island in this contemporary museum. Have
a whale of a time soaking in the scenic views
across the glimmering waters of Pumicestone
Passage and Moreton Bay with your whole family.
From interactive displays to diverse events and
workshops for adults and children, you will never
get bored.

The Bicentennial Gardens and Bicentennial
bushwalks are perfect for a family day out to
discover the wonder of nature. With diverse
wildlife to spot, ranging from kangaroos,
wallabies, emus, and dingoes, to bats and 350
species of birds, there is much to discover and
learn about.

www.gemlife.com.au
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Earn yourself
some brownie points
GemLife Biggest Morning Tea
Brownie Drive Fundraiser
For homeowners and contract holders at GemLife
Highfields, Pacific Paradise, Palmwoods, and
Maroochy Quays, there is still time to earn
yourself some brownie points and order a box
of delicious, chef-prepared chocolate brownies
or fragrant lemon blondies for a very good cause
- Cancer Council Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea
2022.
By purchasing a box (or boxes!) of tastebud
tempting brownies or blondies, you will be directly
contributing to GemLife’s ambitious fundraising
goal of $10,000 in support of Cancer Council
Australia’s important work helping those affected
by cancer.

How to pre-order your
brownies or blondies
GemLife’s Biggest Morning Tea brownie boxes
can be pre-ordered and paid for online at
GemLife.com.au/browniedrive
Please note that order cut-off and collection dates vary
between resorts. Full details are available on the website.

40 The Gem

At just $6, each box contains four portions of
yummy home-baked treats, all lovingly prepared by
GemLife Chef Matt Conquest.
The GemLife Biggest Morning Tea Brownie Drive
has three options:
1

Box of 4 choc brownies

2

Box of 4 lemon blondies

3

Duo box of 2 choc brownies
and 2 lemon blondies

The delicious squares of tasty goodness are perfect
to enjoy at home with your favourite cuppa. And for
those who want to host their own Biggest Morning
Tea but aren’t so keen on baking, why not buy
several boxes to share with friends and family (or
enjoy them for yourself!)?

Early detection saves lives

Take advantage of free cancer screenings
IT HAS NEVER BEEN MORE IMPORTANT TO MAKE SURE YOUR CANCER SCREENING IS UP TO DATE.
Early diagnosis of cancer focuses on detecting
symptomatic patients as early as possible, so they
have the best chance for successful treatment.
When it comes to your body, remember you are
in charge. Be aware of any changes and if you
spot something unusual, do not ignore it. Speak
to your doctor, even if it’s something you have
mentioned before. In most cases, it will not be
cancer – but if it is, finding it early can make a
real difference.
National screening programs are available in
Australia to detect breast cancer, bowel cancer
and cervical cancer. These programs are available

free of charge.
The aim of screening programs is to pick up very
early cancers in healthy individuals, who do not
have symptoms, or in some cases to prevent
cancer. If you are eligible for a screening test and
have received an invitation to screen or have
received a free home test kit, now is the time to
tick cancer screening off your list.
For more information about early detection
and screening, visit www.cancer.org.au/cancerinformation/causes-and-prevention/earlydetection-and-screening

Host a Biggest Morning Tea
to fight cancer
To help Cancer Council Australia get closer to its goal
of a a cancer-free nation, why not make a difference
by hosting your own Biggest Morning Tea this year?
Morning teas can be held anytime in May or June and
donations can be made up until 19 July.
To be part of GemLife’s collective efforts to reach this
year’s fundraising goal of $10,000, donate the money
raised from your morning tea event at
biggestmorningtea.com.au/fundraisers/gemlife

www.gemlife.com.au
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The Gem crossword
Welcome to The Gem’s monthly crossword. Enjoy the game.

LAST MONTH’S SOLUTION

DOWN
1. Stitched
2. Hoist
3. Partner
4. Cain’s brother
5. Landscape
6. Short theatre sketch
7. Baby’s bed
8. Features
9. Comedian, ... Murphy
14. Spy writer, ... Fleming
16. Actress, ... Thurman
18. Swirls
ACROSS
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19. Tattooist’s tools

1. Flower stalk

32. Tall, ... & handsome

22. Anaesthetic

7. Bamboo rod

33. Loose garment

25. In one’s birthday suit

10. Convicts

35. Brick barriers

26. Representing

11. Sharpen (appetite)

37. To ... his own

27. Laid eyes on

12. Apple MP3 player

39. Crescent

28. They were, I ...

13. Bridalwear item

41. Tell a whopper

30. Fire residue

15. Toothpaste container

42. Music discs (1,2)

34. Shouting loudly

17. Gene acid (1,1,1)

43. Promise

36. Walking painfully

18. City, ... Francisco

44. Phone text (1,1,1)

38. Usually (2,1,4)

20. Billiards stick

45. Battery size (1,1,1)

40. Soup tin

21. Twice five

47. Alley

42. Pigeon call

23. Filled pastry

50. Bellow

43. Electrical units

24. Picnic pest

52. Type of pork chop

46. Suffered

26. Feel anxious

53. Petrol or diesel

48. Unknown author

27. Ligament

54. Meaningless

49. More

29. Mongolia is there

55. Roadway symbol

50. Drizzle

31. Detect sound

56. Rip violently

51. A great way off
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MONTHLY RECIPE

Treat mum to a
delicious homemade breakfast
MOTHER’S DAY IS JUST AROUND
THE CORNER AND NOTHING
SAYS, ‘I LOVE YOU’ MORE THAN
A LOVELY STACK OF FLUFFY
BUTTERMILK PANCAKES.
GemLife Chef Matt Conquest
shares his special pancake recipe
which is quick and easy to whip
up but will be sure to bring a
smile to your mum’s face.

Matt’s Mother’s Day
pancakes
SERVES 4

INGREDIENTS
2 cups all-purpose flour, 250g

METHOD
Pancakes
1.

In a bowl, add the flour, sugar, salt, baking
powder, and baking soda, and whisk to
combine.

2.

In a separate bowl or measuring cup, whisk
the buttermilk, eggs, and melted butter until smooth.

3.

Add the buttermilk mixture to the dry ingredients, gently
incorporating with a spatula. Make sure not to overmix, as
that will result in dense pancakes.

4.

Add the butter to a pan over medium low heat. Once the
butter begins to bubble, add ⅓ cup (80 ml) of batter to the pan.

5.

Cook until the top side begins to bubble, and the bottom is
golden brown. Flip the pancake and cook until the underside
is golden brown as well. Repeat with the remaining batter.

2 tbsp sugar
½ tsp kosher salt
½ tsp baking powder
½ tsp baking soda
2 cups buttermilk, 480ml
2 eggs
3 tbsp unsalted butter, melted
Maple syrup, quantity as desired
Topping
Half a banana
3 tbsp caster sugar

6. Plate up and drizzle with maple syrup and add your desired
toppings.
Caramelised bananas
1.

Cut half a banana and slice it into thick coins or lengthwise
strips, depending on your preference.

2.

Coat the banana pieces with caster sugar and cook in a pan
with a little oil until it becomes a nice golden caramel colour.

1 tsp vanilla extract
Butter, 150g
Added fruits of choice
(optional)
Chocolate chips (optional)

www.gemlife.com.au

Whipped butter
1.

Beat the butter, vanilla extract, and caster sugar on low
speed with a hand mixer for 1 to 2 minutes.

2.

Increase the speed and mix for an additional 2 to 4 minutes
until the butter is light and creamy.
MAY 2022
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GEMLIFE PHOTO COMPETITION WINNER

Picture perfect
THE SEARCH FOR GEMLIFE’S BEST PHOTOS
FROM ACROSS ALL RESORTS TO BE FEATURED
IN THE GEMLIFE 2023 ‘A WHOLE NEW LIFE’
CALENDAR HAS SEEN SOME PICTURE-PERFECT
ENTRIES.
Each month one winner will be chosen from
across all GemLife resorts and, at the end of the
year, 12 photos will be selected to be featured in
the lifestyle calendar.

The competition will run until 30 September
2022, with all submissions to be sent to
photos@gemlife.com.au
Congratulations to our April winner, GemLife
Tweed Waters contract holder Candy Hardy,
whose entry, captured on a walk between
Greenmount and Coolangatta, shows that looks
can be deceiving. “I spotted this girl in the
distance trying to keep her balance while walking
along a fence,” she said.

Photos can include anything from fun with
friends, your favourite facility, or playtime with
pets to local wildlife, the natural beauty around
the resort, or anything else at GemLife that
catches your eye.
While residents will be credited in the calendar,
GemLife reserves the right to alter or re-use
any submitted photos. Monthly winners are not
guaranteed a photo in the calendar.

QUEENSLAND

Guidelines for submitting
your photos
Photos must be:
•

Taken horizontally

•

Submitted at least 2MB in size

NEW SOUTH WALES

Bribie Island

Maroochy Quays

9 Dux Drive
Bongaree Qld 4507

6 Charlston Place
Maroochydore Qld 4558

1800 193 177

VICTORIA
Woodend

Tweed Waters

Rainbow Beach

32 Fraser Drive
Tweed Heads South NSW 2486

20 Forest Parkway
Lake Cathie NSW 2445

1849 Mount Macedon Road
Woodend Vic 3442

1800 982 056

1800 325 226

1800 718 413

1800 931 188

Highfields

Pacific Paradise

Lennox Head

75 Highgrove Drive
Highfields Qld 4352

40 Menzies Drive
Pacific Paradise Qld 4564

67 Skennars Head Road
Lennox Head NSW 2478

1800 910 278

1800 430 885

1800 571 954

Gold Coast

Palmwoods

Gemstone Drive
(Via McCabe Avenue)
Pimpama Qld 4209

Sales Centre

1800 325 229

1800 718 414

18-20 Margaret Street
Palmwoods Qld 4555
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