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Director’s Message
WELCOME TO THE MAY ISSUE OF THE GEM. WITH MOTHER’S DAY COMING UP ON SUNDAY 9 MAY
AND INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES ON SATURDAY 15 MAY, THIS MONTH’S NEWSLETTER FOCUSES
ON FAMILY. WE SHARE A LOVELY STORY ABOUT ONE OF OUR MAROOCHY QUAYS RESIDENTS AND
HER DAUGHTER, WHO LIVES NEARBY (PHOTOGRAPHED BEAUTIFULLY FOR THE FRONT COVER BY
HER GRANDDAUGHTER), AND A TERRIFIC STORY ABOUT TWO GENERATIONS OF FAMILY LIVING AT
GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS. GEMLIFE’S VIBRANT LOW-MAINTENANCE LIFESTYLE HAS WIDE APPEAL AND
WE HAVE A NUMBER OF MULTI-GENERATIONAL FAMILIES CHOOSING TO CALL GEMLIFE HOME.
This month starts with a bang, with the grand
opening of GemLife Woodend’s lakeside country
club on Saturday 1 May. We’re looking forward to
welcoming visitors and showing off this beautiful
new facility, the latest display homes, and the
picturesque setting of this very special resort.
On the Mid North Coast of NSW, Stage One
bulk earthworks kicked off on site at GemLife
Rainbow Beach, our newest resort in coastal Lake
Cathie. We know our contract holders are every
bit as excited as we are to see the resort take
shape. Home builds are expected to commence
in August as soon as Stage One civil works are
completed.
On the Sunshine Coast at GemLife Maroochy
Quays, construction of the resort’s spectacular
lakeside country club is progressing well and
remains on track for completion in the coming
months.
At nearby GemLife Pacific Paradise, work on
the outdoor pool and recreation precinct and
summer house continues to power ahead for a
mid-2021 opening.
In the picturesque hinterland of the Sunshine
Coast, we hosted a fabulous site preview event
at GemLife Palmwoods to give future and
prospective homeowners the opportunity to
experience the ambience and natural beauty
of the site. Guests were treated to sunset drinks
and canapés while enjoying sweeping mountain
views and Palmwoods’ fresh country air (see
page 35). After some wet weather delays, the civil
construction team is making excellent progress
and home construction is due to begin in mid to
late 2021.
At our first resort on the Gold Coast, preliminary
2
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works for our state-of-the-art GemLife Gold Coast
Experience Centre continues to come together,
and the building’s floor, walls and roof will go up
this month. We are also on schedule to start bulk
earthworks in July.
This May is Cancer Council Australia’s Biggest
Morning Tea and GemLife is supporting the cause
by undertaking a lamington drive, with boxes of
these iconic Aussie cakes – prepared by GemLife
Chef Matt Conquest – available to buy (see page
22). For those planning to hold their own morning
tea, see page 23 for more details, and take a
look at GemLife Chef Matt Conquest’s recipe
inspiration on page 47.
GemLife is supporting the Noosa Festival of
Surfing, sponsoring the seniors’ division as well
as the inaugural twin fin invitational. This tenday celebration of surf competition and culture
promises to be huge, so if you’re a fan of surfing,
we hope to see you there (see page 21).
Finally, GemLife is also on board to sponsor the
Gold Coast Beach Parade, taking place on Sunday
16 May. The event aims to celebrate the Gold
Coast lifestyle as well as raise money for the truly
wonderful work carried out by the Currumbin
Wildlife Hospital. For our Gold Coast readers,
we hope you will sign up and join in this familyfriendly community day (see page 12).

Yours sincerely,
Adrian Puljich
Director & CEO

Works at Caboolture RV
storage compound gear up
CONSTRUCTION OF GEMLIFE’S STATE -OF - THE- ART 130 - BAY RV AND CARAVAN COMPOUND AT
CABOOLTURE IS UNDERWAY, WITH CIVIL WORKS SHIFTING INTO HIGH GEAR LAST MONTH.
GemLife Director and CEO Adrian Puljich said
that with increasing numbers of homeowners
having RVs and caravans, the new customdesigned compound would provide a wellequipped, secure storage facility for resident
road-trippers.
“RV travel is a big part of our residents’ lifestyles
and this compound will allow us to offer more
people the option to safely park their vehicle
ready for their next road-trip adventure,” he said.
“A lock-up and go lifestyle is one of the major
drawcards for home buyers choosing to move
to GemLife and we’re excited to be able to
accommodate more vehicles with this superb
new facility.”
The new compound, located on Bribie Island
Road, Caboolture, will feature a site manager’s
office - complete with meeting room and
amenities – under-cover washing bays, rubbish
disposal area, vacuum, air, water, and pump-out
stations for post road-trip clean-up.

www.gemlife.com.au

Civil works are expected to wrap-up in August,
with construction of the site manager’s office and
other structures scheduled to be completed by
September.

The rise of the road-trip
With the impact of COVID-19 on
international travel, the popularity of
caravanning and camping in Australia
has skyrocketed amongst all age
groups and cross sections of society.
A 2020 report from the Caravan
Industry Association of Australia stated
that, for the first time, total caravan
and camping visitor nights exceeded
60 million and 14 million trips.

MAY 2021
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All in the family
Generational appeal of
resort-style living
MURIEL AND NOEL `WILLY’ WILLIAMS HAVE LIVED AT GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS
OVER - 50s LIFESTYLE RESORT FOR 12 MONTHS AND SO TOO HAS THEIR
DAUGHTER TRACIE AND PARTNER PETE.
They represent a growing trend of
families with two generations living at
the same GemLife resort and claim they
would not have it any other way.
Tracie, in her mid-50s, said the move
made a lot of sense.
“Our kids who are 22 and 26 had
moved out and we are working full
time. All we did when we finished work
on a Friday and over the weekend was
maintenance, lawn mowing, washing
and all the rest of the chores, just in
time to go back to work on Monday.
“We never got to really relax but life
is so very different now that we are at
GemLife Highfields.”
She said that having her parents so
close was a real bonus.
“We get to spend quality time together
which is so important. In fact we will
soon be heading off in our motor
homes for another trip.”
Tracie lives so close to her mother in
the GemLife Highfields resort that she
can pass meals over the fence.
Another big bonus for Tracie, who
works for a security firm and has to
spend up to two weeks away at a time,
4
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is having her parents to help feed and
look after her Lhasa Apso dogs.
“We also look after their garden when
they are away and benefit from the
security of over-50s resort-style living,”
Tracie said.
Mum Muriel is equally delighted with the
living arrangements.
“Having Tracie so close means we can
go shopping, have coffee, enjoy outings
together and we often pick up my
granddaughter and her baby and take
them with us.
“Meanwhile Willy, who hates shopping,
can head to his favourite fishing spot
with Pete and enjoy something they
both love.”
Tracie says she can’t understand why
anyone would wait until they are 65
to move into an over-50s resorts and
would love to see more people in their
50s move in.
“There is so much to enjoy here - pool,
tennis, bowling, just to name a few.
We are still working but can go to the
beautiful country club and have a drink
without having to worry about driving
anywhere. It is just the ideal place to

relax and enjoy life.”
She said moving in has opened
the door to pursue more
meaningful things.

www.gemlife.com.au

because she loves to tell visitors
about why she moved in at such
an early age.
Having a tour bus licence, Tracie

“We work full time but there are
so many activities that we enjoy
right here on our doorstep and
with less maintenance, it means
we have more time to enjoy the
family and do things we love to
do.”

also takes women residents on

For Muriel, living at GemLife
Highfields has started a whole
new chapter in her life. She is
now involved in many activities
including line dancing, water
aerobics, and playing mah-jong.

was having them be accessible

On open days held at the resort,
Tracie often volunteers to be
the official golf buggy driver

privacy but can be together as

mystery tours to Toowoomba,
fashion parades and coffee
mornings.
She said one of the best things
about living nearby her parents
24 hours a day as well as being
able to share many beautiful
experiences daily.
“We live apart and have our own
often as we want - what could
be better?”
MAY 2021
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An unbreakable
bond
Like mother, like daughter
THERE IS NOTHING QUITE LIKE THE BOND BETWEEN A MOTHER AND
HER DAUGHTER, ESPECIALLY WHEN IT IS AS STRONG AS THE ONE SHARED
BY GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS’ RESIDENT SYLVIA FORD AND HER
DAUGHTER LAURA.

Almost every day the close-knit pair see each
other and share many experiences, in a way often
akin to best friends of the same age and interests.
“We do many lovely things together such as
shopping, walking our dogs, swimming, coffee
mornings, lunches and just sitting and talking.
Getting together and having the companionship
so often is wonderful and really helps to
strengthen our relationship even more,” Sylvia
said.
“We also enjoy walking along the resort’s new
boardwalk and taking in the beautiful views
together.”
Laura, who lives nearby, loves to spend time
with her mother and is always looking for
new activities for them to share and says `no
experience is off-the-table’.
“I want to take mum out kayaking which is an
6
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activity she has done before but not for quite a
long time.”
Laura, who is a psychosocial recovery coach and
therapist, says being close to her mother has
been a great blessing.
She said her parents had been through some
challenging times due to her father becoming
ill and it had left her mother a little reluctant to
step outside and live life to its fullest.
Laura took the initiative and found the over-50s
resort near her home and suggested her parents
move in. She was delighted when they both said
`yes’ immediately and so began a whole new
chapter in their lives.
“We have been able to do so many things
together since, and mum has really come out of
her shell and wants to enjoy life once again. She
is making friends everywhere we go, especially

when walking Dad’s dog Neva – a Cavoodle - and
we even join the rest of the residents in her street
for drinks on a Sunday.”

and considers herself extremely fortunate to
have such a strong family bond, especially with
her mother.

Laura said she expects the activities to grow even
more once the new GemLife Country Club is
completed.

Sylvia loves it too and says she feels lucky to have
Laura, who is often accompanied by her own
daughter Harmony, a photographer who took the
photos of the pair for this month’s newsletter.

The family has always enjoyed a close
relationship and even toured together in an old,
converted bread truck for 12 months in New
Zealand followed by two years on the road in
Australia where they indulged in fruit picking.
“I have a brother with four children who lives in
America. He isn’t able to see our parents very
often which makes it even more important for
me to be able to spend quality time with them
and I love every moment we are together.”
With two children aged 27 and 29, Laura says her
core values are honesty, respect and family unity,
www.gemlife.com.au

“It is amazing to be so close and able to share
everyday life experiences. I appreciate every
moment,’’ she said.
Laura believes Mother’s Day is a wonderful
opportunity to show mums around the world
how important they are but says she feels
blessed to be able to celebrate the occasion
almost every day of the year with Sylvia.
“My time with mum is precious and I look forward
to sharing many more experiences with her in the
future,” Laura said.
MAY 2021
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Living life to
the fullest
Couple spoilt for choice at
new country club
WHEN ANN AND HARRY CAMPBELL MOVED TO GEMLIFE WOODEND
IN DECEMBER LAST YEAR THEY WERE CAPTIVATED BY ITS
MAGNIFICENT COUNTRY CLUB.
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“Oh my goodness! Once we saw the clubhouse
we were hooked. It is amazing. My son said it
was like walking into the dining room of a luxury
cruise ship,” Ann said.

just love the pool and ten-pin bowling when

Since opening its doors at the end of 2020, the
$11 million premium country club has become
the social and recreational hub at GemLife’s
over-50s lifestyle resort in the Macedon Ranges.

“There is just so much to do at this beautiful

This is particularly so for former teacher Harry
and social worker Ann.

room. The lights at night are just spectacular too.”

“The lakeside country club is where everyone
meets for regular drinks, crafts, sports, movies
and so much more,” Ann said.

locals and believe by moving into GemLife

“We are there almost daily enjoying the first-class
facilities which have to be seen to be believed.

facilities while also being close to family and

“Harry uses the golf simulator and the spa,
and I enjoy aqua aerobics and Pilates and as
an avid reader, I am frequently borrowing new
books from the club’s library. Our grandchildren

“Another great thing is that this is not a

The Gem

they come to visit too. We also catch up with
neighbours and friends each Thursday for a drink
at the bar.
country club which also includes a luxury cinema,
art and craft studio, games and entertainment
room, bocce court, sauna, gymnasium and a wine
Married for 47 years, the couple are Macedon
Woodend they have the best of both worlds
in having free access to a wide range of great
friends.
retirement village. You only have to be 50 to
move in and it is all about being active and
healthy.”

Ann said the resort’s over-50s lifestyle suited
both singles and couples and while it catered for
many different sports and interests, there was no
pressure on people to take part.

“However, we enjoy the company of others and
one of our favourite things to do each week is to
get together with fellow residents for a drink in
the luxurious setting of the country club. It makes
us feel truly special and spoilt.”

A celebration of country style

GemLife Woodend Country Club Grand Opening
Join us for a celebration of country style at the GemLife Woodend Country Club Grand Opening. If
you’ve been thinking about upsizing your lifestyle in the magnificent Macedon Ranges region, tour
the resort’s stunning lakeside country club to see the incredible range of facilities on offer. View our
beautiful new display homes, and take a stroll through the resort’s idyllic natural surroundings to
experience truly exceptional over-50s living.
WHEN

Saturday, 1 May from 10:00am to 1pm

WHERE

1849 Mount Macedon Road, Woodend

Wanted to attend the event but couldn’t make it? Please contact our friendly sales team for a private
tour. https://www.gemlife.com.au/gwetour/

www.gemlife.com.au
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A class act

High quality
homes part of the
GemLife DNA

AN UNWAVERING COMMITMENT TO BUILDING HOMES OF A
CONSISTENTLY HIGH QUALITY IS PART OF THE GEMLIFE DNA.

As both the developer and manager of its over50s lifestyle resorts, GemLife takes a long-term
view, constructing homes that not only look good
but are built to last.

“Peter started in the construction industry more
than 50 years ago, coming to Australia as a young
man with nothing but a formidable work ethic,”
said Ben.

GemLife General Manager Ben Livingstone said
that GemLife’s build quality was frequently
commented upon by residents, contract holders,
and their families, especially by those with
experience in the building trade.

“He dedicated himself to learning every aspect
of the building trade from the ground up – from
brick laying and joinery to rendering and painting.
His insistence upon quality was passed down to
his sons and underscores the GemLife ethos.”

“When former builders and tradespeople tell
you that the homes are of high quality, you know
you’re hitting the mark,” he said.

GemLife Bribie Island resident Derek Hainsworth,
who moved into the resort earlier this year, said
he and wife Faye were immediately struck by the
quality of the homes and the designs.

When GemLife launched its first over-50s
lifestyle resort at Bribie Island in 2016, this
commitment to quality was foundational to the
company’s promise, grounded in a legacy passed
down by Peter Puljich, founder and owner of
GemLife’s parent company Living Gems.
10

The Gem

“The layout is spacious and bigger than people
might think, and the quality is excellent. Faye’s
son is a builder, and he was also impressed,” said
Derek.
Contract holders David and Annette Riseman,

who knew nothing about over-50s lifestyle
resorts prior to buying a home at GemLife Bribie
Island, were also pleasantly surprised by the build
quality and finishes offered by GemLife.
“All the homes are built beautifully – not just
display homes like at some places. The quality
is consistent, and the homes have everything.
Nothing has been overlooked,” said Annette.
Ben said that having owned homes or built
homes before, GemLife’s buyers were astute and
knew quality when they saw it.
“They don’t accept anything less. And on top of
that, we are driven to constantly improve and
do things better. We really listen to what our
homeowners are saying – we love feedback – so
we are willing and have the agility to continuously
improve and refine our processes to ensure the
highest quality homes possible.”
www.gemlife.com.au

12-month
warranty
To back up the promise
of quality home
construction, GemLife
provides a 12-month
warranty for potential
home defects.

MAY 2021
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Supporting
Queensland’s koalas
GemLife backs the Gold Coast
Beach Parade
GEMLIFE IS PROUD TO BE A PLATINUM SPONSOR OF THE 2021 GOLD COAST BEACH PARADE, A
SPECIAL EVENT THAT CELEBRATES QUEENSLAND’S FAMOUS BEACH CULTURE WHILE RAISING
IMPORTANT FUNDS FOR CURRUMBIN WILDLIFE HOSPITAL TO HELP CARE FOR KOALAS AND
OTHER NATIVE WILDLIFE.

12

The Gold Coast Beach Parade promises to be
a fun, colourful family event which aims to set
a record for the largest number of participants
wearing koala-ear visors and beachwear who
complete a 3-kilometre parade route.

The koala is listed as a vulnerable species in

GemLife General Manager Ben Livingstone
said koalas were Australia’s most beloved and
iconic animals with deep cultural and ecological
importance.

(SEQ), koala populations are nationally

“My family and I love koalas - they’re part of the
national identity. As a vulnerable species, it’s
so important to do whatever we can to help
protect them. That’s why we’ll be joining in the
Gold Coast Beach Parade to help raise money
for the fantastic work done at the Currumbin
Wildlife Hospital,” he said.

properties and throughout the eastern urban

“I call on all the koala lovers out there to get
behind this terrific family-friendly community
event and join the parade.”

Surf Life Saving Club, turning at the check point,

The Gem

Queensland under the State Government Nature
Conservation Act 1992 and the Commonwealth
Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999. In Southeast Queensland
significant, with the Gold Coast containing
notable populations across reserves managed
by local and state government, large rural
extent of the city.
The parade will take place on Burleigh Beach
opposite Justins Park, just north of the Mowbray
Park Surf Life Saving Club. Participants will walk
down the beach in single file to North Burleigh
and return along the beachfront to Burleigh and
be counted as they enter the main stage area.

About Currumbin Wildlife Hospital Foundation
Created to secure the future of Australia’s wildlife, the Currumbin Wildlife
Hospital Foundation directly funds Currumbin Wildlife Hospital and its
vital work treating, rehabilitating and releasing sick, injured and orphaned
native wildlife. One of the busiest wildlife hospitals in the world, admitting
14,000 animals a year, the hospital’s services are provided free of charge to
the community. The skilled and experienced veterinary team, supported
by volunteers, prides itself on providing the highest level of veterinary care.

Help our koalas and join the beach parade!
To join the Gold Coast Beach Parade, register online before the event and make a $25 donation (for individuals),
an $80 donation for a family (up to 4), or a $200 donation for a business, sporting club or school. All funds go
directly to the Currumbin Wildlife Hospital Foundation. Be quick – there are only 1000 spots available!

WHEN
Sunday, 16 May from 11am (sign-in is from 8am to 10:45am)
WHERE
The Esplanade, Burleigh Beach, Gold Coast
REGISTER For more information and to register, visit: https://goldcoastbeachparade.com.au/

www.gemlife.com.au
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Flying high

A trail-blazing career
in aviation

MARY EARNSHAW HAD A YEARNING TO TEACH FROM AN EARLY AGE, BUT
LITTLE DID SHE KNOW HER PASSION WOULD PROPEL HER TO EXCITING
NEW HEIGHTS IN THE COCKPIT OF A CESSNA 152 FOLLOWED BY A NEAR
30 - YEAR CAREER AS A PILOT.
The GemLife Pacific Paradise resident who grew
up in Western Australia also holds the distinction
of becoming Australia’s first chief female flying
instructor.

the sort of thing most women would even have
contemplated as a career during the 1970s and
1980s but once I took my first solo flight in a
Cessna 152, I was hooked.”

It’s an accomplishment of which she is proud and
one that put her among the profession’s trailblazers for pilots of the `fairer sex’, according to
Mary who still remembers taking her first solo
flight at her local Bunbury Aero Club.

In December 1982, while working as a part-time
receptionist at Perth’s Royal Aero Club to help
finance her ambition, Mary studied and gained
her Commercial Pilot’s Licence (CPL).

“My first solo flight was the highlight of my flying
career. It’s the day the instructor stops you on the
runway, turns you around and then says ‘ I’m out
of here’. I said `no don’t go’, peeled my fingers
back from his shirt and he said, `I’ll see you when
you get back’.
“To fly and then land on my own was like
emotional gold, and something I’ll never forget,”
said Mary.
“I think the main attraction to flying initially
was that it was something very different, not
14
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“I spent my weekends undertaking pilot training
in my hometown of Bunbury a few hours-drive
south of Perth,” she said.
Armed with her CPL, Mary’s flight path from
here was unclear until one day her mentor, the
late Tom Talbot, suggested she combine her two
loves of flying and teaching by gaining her Flight
Instructor Rating, which she achieved in 1983.
“I loved teaching people to fly and stuck with it
for many years. In 1986 I was appointed in-house
Flight Testing Officer which was an honour in
itself because it was a role normally conducted

by the Civil Aviation Safety Authority.”

a LifeFlight Australia and CareFlight volunteer.

A year later Mary was appointed Chief Flying
Instructor in Perth, the first female in Australia
to hold the title and in 1988 became one of the
first people in Western Australia to be granted
Approved Testing Officer privileges enabling her
to conduct commercial flight testing outside of
the Royal Aero Club. At one time she had more
than 60 flight instructors under her command.

In 2018, in honour of her many achievements

When she felt she had achieved everything she
set out to do and after more than 20 years as a
pilot, Mary retired from flying in 2002 by which
time she had clocked up 11,000 log book hours
and taught scores of students how to fly.

of a career as a pilot by briefly returning to the

Mary became a resident at GemLife Pacific
Paradise last year which has given her the
freedom to do whatever she likes while having
the security of a gated community close to
everything she loves about the area. It is also
close to the Sunshine Coast Airport where Mary is

www.gemlife.com.au

within a stellar career in the aviation industry,
Mary was asked to carry the Commonwealth
Games’ baton on behalf of Caloundra which she
described as a `huge honour’.
Mary’s love for teaching has recently seen her
reach out to other women who have dreamed
skies, this time in a seaplane for the first time, to
celebrate International Women’s Day.
“All anyone needs to succeed is passion. I was
passionate about both flying and teaching and
was so fortunate to be able to combine both in
an amazing career. I loved every moment of it
and would urge anyone, especially any women
who are interested in flying, to give it a go and
don’t give up.”
MAY 2021
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A day on
the lake

Timid tilapia didn’t
dampen fishing fun
RESIDENTS WERE READY WITH REELS AND RODS FOR A FISHING
COMPETITION WITH A DIFFERENCE AT GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND’S
DUX LAKE LAST MONTH.

Despite plenty of enthusiasm to tackle the tilapia, a pest fish species
which has been infiltrating waterways, wetlands, and lakes across
Queensland, the timid tilapia weren’t biting but that didn’t dampen
enjoyment of a fun community event.
Tilapia are an introduced species that are officially listed as noxious
by the Queensland Government thanks to their ability to outcompete
native species which, on Bribie Island, include bream, tarpon, cod, and
mangrove jack. The fishing competition was intended to be the first
step in reducing numbers of this pest species from the lake as part of
GemLife’s ongoing tilapia eradication program.
After giving it their best efforts, fishers and spectators alike took a
well-deserved break to enjoy a delicious waterside barbecue lunch.
Congratulations to our Tilapia Quiz winners:
Errol Strong
Richard Ashford
The GemLife team would like to thank all our fishers, volunteer helpers
on the day, as well as the spectators who added to the atmosphere of
this day on the lake.
16
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Family
hooked
on fishing

Find top spots where
fish are biting

WHEN THE FISH ARE BITING THERE IS A GOOD CHANCE CLIVE AND
CAROLYN REDGATE WILL BE DOWN AT BRIBIE ISLAND’S BONGAREE JETTY
WITH FISHING ROD AND BAITED HOOK AT THE READY.
Living at GemLife Bribie Island for the past
two years has put the active couple in a prime
position to indulge in their love for fishing.
“Fishing is probably more my passion than it is for
Carolyn, but she still enjoys joining me, our kids
and our grandchildren on family fishing days out,”
Clive said.
“Our nine grandchildren are aged three to 18 and
love nothing better than casting a line out to see
what they can catch.”

When there
are a few of us
we can hire
the GemLife
pontoon boat.
18
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He said fishermen are spoilt for choice when
it comes to popular fishing spots on Bribie
Island which is located at the Brisbane end of
Pumicestone Passage and is effectively a huge
artificial reef located in a deep part of the
waterway.
Trips down to the Bongaree Jetty have proven
popular as many of the fish that can be caught
near the main Bribie Island bridge can also be
hooked at this peaceful, family-friendly location,
according to Clive.

“You can catch a great variety of fish at the jetty
ranging from bream, mulloway, cod and snapper
to some beautiful tailor which are especially
plentiful during the months of June to August.
Mangrove jack are often prolific between the
jetty and the bridge.”
Clive once owned his own small, motorised
fishing boat but now prefers to hire a craft when
needed.
“When there are a few of us we can hire the
GemLife pontoon boat. It can’t go fast or far but is
ideal for a day of fishing with family and friends,”
Clive said.
Boat hire is also available at some of the local
fishing spots which include Banksia Beach where
flathead, bream and tailor are prolific, Sylvan
Beach which is north of the Bribie Bridge and Red
Beach located at the southern end of the island.
While admitting he is no fishing expert, Clive
says hooking good-sized barramundi in the
estuaries or a tailor on the high or low tide in the

www.gemlife.com.au

waterways was a fisherman’s delight.
He said deep sea fisherman often stay out on
the reef for 24 hours for the real big fish such as
snapper while the deeper waters of the passage
also offer a good supply of sweetlips, cod and
mulloway.
Clive also takes his grandchildren ‘yabbying’ at
Bribie Island although he believes fresh prawns
are the best bait to use for fishing along with a
light tackle.
Originally from New Zealand, Clive never
worries about wet weather because he says rain
enhances the chances of getting some good
catches.
“The passage fishes well after prolonged heavy
rain,” he said.
On any days when the fish refuse to bite, there is
always the great takeaway option available from
Savige’s Seafood shop near the jetty, according to
Clive.
MAY 2021
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Learn new
language for free
THE OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN A NEW LANGUAGE THAT WILL RESONATE WITH BOTH THE
HEARING AND THOSE WHO ARE DEAF IS ON OFFER FOR FREE AT GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS.
Resident Pat Knowles is a charismatic character
with a big heart, who just happens to be
profoundly deaf.
He has teamed up with long-time friend and
interpreter David Wallis to present a four-week
course that teaches people the art of sign
language.
What is more, Pat has volunteered to pay for
up to 20 fellow residents to attend saying
that learning the new skill will lead to better
communication and interaction amongst his
friends and neighbours at the resort.
David, a Toowoomba business owner whose
son is also deaf, has been providing interpreting
services and sign language classes throughout
the community for 25 years and is keen to see
residents take up this rare opportunity, which will
see classes held for one hour each week.
“The classes will be free due to Pat’s generosity
and will offer a basic introduction to sign
language. They will be held on site at GemLife
Highfields,” said David.
David has known and worked with Pat for many
years and says the former cabinetmaker is great
at getting his message across, is extremely
independent and loves playing lawn bowls.
20 The Gem

“Teaching other residents how to use sign
language will help participants feel more
confident and relaxed when communicating with
Pat and deaf people in general, and will also add
to their ongoing interaction in all situations,” he
said.
He said many people can get a little scared of
talking to people who are deaf but the classes
will help to ease that feeling.
“It only takes an hour a week for four weeks and
is free. We have a good time learning and people
who make the effort will be able to communicate
in another language in no time.”

Tell us about
your kindness experience
In the spirit of gratitude, each month The Gem
will feature a story about a resident whose
kindness has been warmly appreciated. To
pay it forward, share your gratitude by telling
us about your kindness experience at
GemLife. The nominated person will also
receive a bottle of wine.
Write to us at content@gemlife.com.au

Photo Credit Dave Gleeson @surfshotsnoosa

Celebrate the joy of surfing
at Noosa Festival of Surfing
CELEBRATE THE JOY OF SURFING AND SURF CULTURE AT THE 30TH NOOSA SURFING FESTIVAL,
A TEN - DAY COMMUNITY EVENT SET TO TAKE PLACE FROM 14 TO 23 MAY 2021.
GemLife is a proud sponsor of this year’s
Seniors Division as well as the inaugural retrostyle twin fin invitational. In addition to surfing
competitions across all age groups, Noosa Surfing
Festival features surf culture events - art, live
music, film, and environmental awareness - in
what is Australia’s largest surfing event.
GemLife Director and CEO Adrian Puljich said
the festival organisers expected up to 400
competitors – one of the biggest turnouts in the
event’s history.
“With 11 age divisions, six open divisions, a
team challenge, family challenge, standup
paddleboard surfing, and the crowd-pleasing dog
surfing championships, the event promises to be
one of the most exciting yet,” he said.
“Together with Noosa World Surfing Reserve as
subsidiary sponsor, we cannot wait to be part of
this fantastic event in beautiful Noosa.”
For more event information, head over to
www.noosafestivalofsurfing.com
www.gemlife.com.au

GemLife Twin Fin
The GemLife Twin Fin, a highlight of the
2021 Noosa Festival of Surfing, will feature
some of Australia’s surf legends as well as
local Sunshine Coast shredders competing
on old-school twin fin surfboards, the
pinnacle of surfing design in the 70s and
80s.
Twin fin surfboards have been making
a comeback, valued for their turns, tight
arcs, and classic retro style. Heats for this
inaugural retro-style event will feature a
field of 24 surfers (12 local invited surfers)
and will take place on Friday 21 May, with
the finals on Sunday 23 May.
If waves at First Point are not contestable,
the twin fin will be moved to a nearby
beach break.

MAY 2021
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Love a lamington?
Let them eat cake (for a cause)!
AN AUSSIE CULINARY ICON, THE CLASSIC LAMINGTON IS THE NATION’S MOST BELOVED CAKE,
WHICH IS WHY THIS MONTH GEMLIFE IS OFFERING SPECIAL LAMINGTON PACKS TO SUPPORT
CANCER COUNCIL AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST MORNING TEA.
For each purchase of a box of delicious fluffy
lamingtons - expertly prepared by GemLife Chef
Matt Conquest - you will be contributing directly
to GemLife’s Biggest Morning Tea fundraising
target of $6000, with all proceeds going to the
Cancer Council.
The Biggest Morning Tea lamington packs contain
four portions of decadent chocolate-dipped,
coconut-sprinkled vanilla sponge squares,
perfect to enjoy at home for just $6. Or, for those
who want to host their own Biggest Morning Tea
but aren’t so keen on baking, why not buy several
boxes and invite your friends and family over to
enjoy a lamington and a cuppa for a cause?

How to order your lamingtons
GemLife’s Biggest Morning Tea lamington boxes
can be ordered and paid for online at
https://www.gemlife.com.au/lamingtons
Please note that order cut-off and collection
dates vary between resorts. Full details are
available on the website.

Lamington lore. Did you know?
Australia’s most iconic cake, the lamington, originated in
Queensland well over a century ago.
The lamington was either named after the British-born former
Governor of Queensland, Lord Charles Lamington, who
governed between 1896 and 1901, or possibly in honour of his
wife Lady Mary Lamington.
It is not known for sure who created the lamington. One story
credits its creation to a butter-fingered maid who accidentally
dropped cake into chocolate icing, another to a cooking
instructor at Brisbane’s Central College, but the most likely
creator is Armand Galland, Lord Lamington’s French chef.
A recipe for lamington cake first appeared in the Queensland
Country Life newspaper in 1900, and from there it quickly
became a staple recipe in cookbooks and publications, and a
favourite at regional fair baking competitions.
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Australia’s Biggest Morning
Tea kicks off in May
CANCER COUNCIL AUSTRALIA’S POPULAR AND BIGGEST FUNDRAISING EVENT,
AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST MORNING TEA, KICKS OFF THIS MONTH.

For the third year in a row, GemLife is getting
behind this important annual event, setting an
ambitious fundraising target of $6000 which
will help Cancer Council Australia fund research,
prevention and support services for those
affected by cancer.

Last year, despite COVID-19 restrictions, GemLife
residents raised over $5000 through street stalls,
garage door baked good sales, raffles and other
initiatives.
Officially taking place on 27 May 2021, Australia’s
Biggest Morning Tea is the perfect opportunity to
cook and enjoy some home-cooked treats and
a cuppa of your favourite brew, all in support of
those who need it most. Participants can hold
their morning tea any time in May and make
donations up to 20 June.
GemLife Director and CEO Adrian Puljich said
every dollar raised made a big difference for
people impacted by cancer.
“We all know someone who’s had or who’s life
has been touched by cancer. Australia’s Biggest
Morning Tea raises vital funds to help make
a difference in the Cancer Council’s aim for a
cancer-free future,” he said.
“I’m looking forward to seeing what creative ideas
GemLife residents come up with this year to
support this very worthy cause.”
Homeowners can take part in GemLife’s
fundraising efforts by hosting their own morning
tea and donating at www.biggestmorningtea.
com.au/fundraisers/gemlife
Cancer Council Australia makes hosting your
event a piece of cake with plenty of resources,
tips, tools and ideas available at www.
biggestmorningtea.com.au/tools/host-resources

www.gemlife.com.au
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Top home
designs draw
big crowd to
Open Day
IT WAS A TOP MONTH AT GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS WITH
THE LAUNCH OF THE RESORT’S FIRST - EVER TWO - STOREY HOME
DESIGNS AT THE MUCH - AWAITED COASTAL LIVING OPEN DAY.

The event was a major success, attracting more than 400 people, all
keen to get a taste of the GemLife lifestyle first-hand.
Visitors queued to inspect the stunning two-storey display home as
well as the stylish and popular split-level and single-level designs.
Attendees were impressed by the quality and variety of the homes
available, in addition to the extensive range of high-end standard
inclusions.
The event also included the grand opening of the new boardwalk
with its exclusive waterfront access and provided guests with an
opportunity to tour the Summer House which is set in picturesque
natural surroundings.
Visitors at the event also enjoyed a variety of eats on site with some
tasty lunch treats such as calamari and burgers by GemLife Chef Matt
Conquest.
www.gemlife.com.au
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Beautiful
scenery greets
competitors

THE PICTURESQUE SCENERY OF THE

Run the Rock 2021

The 5km event attracted 22 GemLife Woodend
participants with among our residents, saw John
Eckel come 1st, Jim Brooks 2nd and Susan Doyle
3rd.

MACEDON RANGES’ INSPIRED A GREAT ROLL UP OF COMPETITORS AND VOLUNTEERS TO
THIS YEAR’S RUN THE ROCK WITH ABOUT 2200
PARTICIPANTS COMPETING ON THE DAY.
All fitness levels were catered for in the run
which offered a choice of 5km, 13.5km and the
22km half-marathon events.

A beautiful autumn day greeted participants in
the GemLife-sponsored event, which was hailed a
big success by everyone who took part.
Thank you to our amazing band of volunteers for
all their hard work on the day, especially Shane
and Susan Doyle, and John Burns, who put in the
hard yards in the registration tent.
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A taste of country living
at GemLife Highfields
VISITORS TO A SPECIAL PUBLIC VIEWING DAY AT GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS LAST MONTH GOT
A TASTE OF IDYLLIC COUNTRY - STYLE LIVING.
More than 150 people took the opportunity
to tour the resort’s latest display homes and
the award-winning country club, with the
event attracting people from as far away
as the Northern Territory, as well as coastal
Queenslanders and Brisbanites looking for a tree
change, plus Toowoomba Region locals who
already know and love the area.

“For people looking to downsize for a lifestyle

GemLife Highfields Sales Manager Rachael
Benham said with the real estate market heating
up in the Toowoomba area, homes had been
selling quickly.

within walking distance to shopping facilities,

“A recent report by PRD - which announced
Australia’s standout regions for real estate - listed
Toowoomba as one of the three top regional
locations in Queensland based on several
criteria including affordability, economic growth,
property trends, and project development,” she
said.
www.gemlife.com.au

change, it’s a great time to sell their homes and
start a whole new life in picturesque country
Highfields,”
“The resort has an unmistakable rural feel
yet is just 10 minutes from Toowoomba and
only 90 minutes from central Brisbane, and is
restaurants and cafes.”
GemLife Highfields has a limited number of
move-in-ready homes available in Stage Two,
including a special one-off design, the Maple (see
page 37). Additional move-in-ready homes will
be available before the end of the year, and for
those who want to build a home, there are many
excellent sites available including oversized,
larger blocks.
MAY 2021
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GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND

Sales Manager’s
Message
IT HAS BEEN A BIG YEAR ALREADY HERE AT GEMLIFE BRIBIE
ISLAND WITH MANY ACTIVITIES, INNOVATIONS, NEW RESIDENTS
AND LOTS OF INSPECTIONS AND SALES FROM PROSPECTIVE
HOME OWNERS.
The release of Stage Five at the end of last year
sparked an influx of sales enquiries and demand
has been so strong that we are quickly selling out.

tour of our new Lapis display home, which is
furnished and looks absolutely amazing, contact
the sales team today.

With such a strong interest in over-50s resortstyle living it makes sense that buyers are moving
into our beautiful resorts, excited for a future as
part of this friendly, fun-loving community that is
surrounded by national parkland and overlooks
the serene waters of Dux Lake.

The sales team is also focusing on selling any
pre-loved homes which are great quality homes in
an unbeatable location. Call or email us today to
discuss.

We have some amazing bespoke lakefront homes
available that will enable new owners to enjoy
tranquil views from the comfort of their own
home.
Among our newest designs are the Marina and
Lapis which have been pre-selected for your
ultimate lifestyle.
For more information or to arrange a personal

Glenys Lowry
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND SALES TEAM
Glenys Lowry, Sales Manager
M 0436 010 495 | E glenys@gemlife.com.au
Michelle Rochow, Sales Consultant
M 0447 411 691 | E michelle@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gbi

Get social
Have you joined our Facebook page yet?
If not, you better get clicking! We post regular news,
competitions and updates all about GemLife – plus
plenty of fun too. You can provide feedback, ask
questions and even meet new people, so join up today!
Visit www.facebook.com/gemliferesort
today to get in on the action!
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BRIBIE ISLAND S O CIAL

BRIBIE ISLAND FEATURE HOUSE

Azure RV
VILLA 30
COLOUR SCHEME: OYSTER

$7 30,000
RV enthusiasts will love the specially
designed Azure home’s ultra-high
garage. Located opposite the Bribie
Island National Park and with
building set to commence soon, this
three-bedroom open-plan home is
ideal for anyone who likes the idea
of parking their RV under their own
roof. Featuring a designer kitchen
with premium appliances, a walkin-pantry, a lovely alfresco area,
and plenty of storage, this home
design - to be located on site 30 - has
everything you could want to enjoy
the very best of over-50s living on
beautiful Bribie Island. The garage will
also accommodate an extra vehicle.

An exciting new lifestyle and many wonderful
experiences await our latest arrivals.

QBCC LICENCE NUMBER: 15026464
EMAIL: ADRIAN@GEMLIFE.COM.AU
PH: (07) 3804 7833
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Celebrations were in order and new residents Ray and
Donna Ralph could not wait to pop the champagne
when they received the keys to their beautiful new
home at GemLife Bribie Island.

028

Celebrating in style
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GEMLIFE MARO O CHY QUAYS

Sales Manager’s
Message
WOW! WHAT A MONTH IT HAS BEEN. THE EXTRAORDINARY
INTEREST IN OUR BEAUTIFUL GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS
RESORT HAS BEEN UNPRECEDENTED.
Our two new home designs, both featuring three
bedrooms together with north-facing alfresco
areas and well-equipped kitchens with walk-in
pantries, have hit the right note for many people
who are looking to make the most of our stunning
location, flanked by the Maroochy River and Eudlo
Creek Nature Reserve.
In addition, our double-storey and split-level
homes, the latter of which we only have four
remaining, are attracting strong interest.
It was great to welcome future residents of GemLife
Tweed Waters who took a trip over the border for
a tour of our Maroochydore resort to see firsthand the quality of homes and their finishings last
month. The tour also gave them an opportunity to
get a feel for the sense of community at our resorts
and the kind of facilities that can be expected
at Tweed Waters. I think I can say they were all
impressed and can’t wait for their magnificent
waterfront resort to start taking shape.
We continue to host the popular Smeg cooking

demonstrations here at GemLife Maroochy Quays,
which give all our new residents the chance to
meet Matt Conquest, GemLife Chef extraordinaire,
and to get great tips on how to use all their
in-home kitchen appliances to their greatest
advantage. The beautifully cooked lunch and glass
of wine enjoyed during Matt’s visit wasn’t too bad
either!
If you are thinking about embracing a whole new
life on the Sunshine Coast, call our sales team
today to book your private appointment.
Joanne Michalowsky
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS SALES TEAM
Joanne Michalowsky, Sales Manager
M 0447 546 271 | E joanne@gemlife.com.au
Julie-Anne Turner, Sales Consultant
M 0427 891 573 | E julie-anne@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gmd

GEMLIFE RESIDENT PHOTO COMPETITION

Fishing for compliments with a winning photo
CONGRATULATIONS TO GWENNY JOHNS THE CO - WINNER OF THE MONTHLY ‘A WHOLE
NEW LIFE’ PHOTO CONTEST FOR APRIL.
For the second month in a row, we received so many stunning photos for the contest that it
was impossible to choose just one.
Gwenny captured this beautiful shot of the sun setting behind the Maroochy Boat Ramp,
a popular and picturesque place to launch watercraft of all kinds, with some great fishing
opportunities. Best of all, it’s just a four-minute drive from GemLife Maroochy Quays!
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MAROOCHY QUAYS FEATURE HOME

Starboard
FACADE ONE

$905,000
The unique two-bedroom plus multipurpose-room,
double-storey Starboard is perfect for those who love to
entertain but also value privacy.
Your everyday needs are catered for on the main level
which boasts a modern kitchen - complete with premium
Smeg appliances and a walk-in pantry - that seamlessly
flows into the living areas which open onto the alfresco.
Also on the main level is a spacious outdoor lounge and a
large second bedroom or alternative master bedroom with
walk-in wardrobe and ensuite bathroom.
The upper storey of the home, accessible via a
contemporary lift, offers homeowners a tranquil and
private retreat. The luxurious master bedroom, with
walk-in wardrobe and double-vanity ensuite bathroom,
is the perfect place to end a day in paradise. This level is
complete with a lounge, multipurpose room, and a large
balcony.

2+
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To view this and other designs, and to reserve your site, contact our sales team on 1800 982 056.

www.gemlife.com.au
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GEMLIFE PACIFIC PARADISE

Sales Manager’s
Message
WORK IS PROGRESSING WELL ON OUR NEW SUMMER
HOUSE, THE PARADISE PAVILION, WITH THE SCAFFOLDING
GOING UP SOON.
Excitement is growing as the completion of
the two-storey summer house draws closer.
The GemLife Pacific Paradise team are looking
forward to the opening of this superb facility
which will provide a stylish space for socialising.
Our residents cannot wait to get together at the
pristine new venue.
Providing something for everyone, the summer
house’s many features will range from a `bar
with a view’, games room, sunbed and daybed
areas to a landscaped outdoor area that will
incorporate a glistening magnesium-infused
infinity-edge pool, barbecue area, fire pit, pizza
oven and tennis court (see opposite page).
Our resort has also welcomed many new
residents in recent weeks, all very excited to
be settling in one of the Sunshine Coast’s bestkept-secrets, the peaceful suburb of Pacific
Paradise. The area has all the benefits of being
quiet and out of the way, yet is on the doorstep
of everything that makes the Sunshine Coast

PACIFIC PARADISE S O CIAL

Sealed with a kiss
John and Barb Kirkby were so happy to
receive the keys to their stunning new
home at GemLife Pacific Paradise that they
celebrated by sealing it with a kiss.
Welcome to our beautiful resort which is
surrounded by natural bushland yet just
minutes away from stunning beaches and
a vibrant local community.
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a world-class tourist destination such as its
beaches, shopping and relaxed lifestyle.
The resort’s exquisite home designs and
inclusions have been turning heads and we urge
anyone who would like to find out more about
what is on offer here at GemLife Pacific Paradise
to contact the sales team to have all their
questions answered or arrange a time to come
down and inspect for themselves. Please do
not hesitate to call or email me on the contact
details below.
Victoria Dent
Sales Manager

GEMLIFE PACIFIC PARADISE SALES
Victoria Dent, Sales Manager
M 0412 131 832 | E victoria@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gpp

PACIFIC PARADISE UPDATE

GemLife Pacific Paradise’s
stylish Summer House

A taste of paradise
The GemLife Pacific Paradise Summer
House offers a superb range of
recreational facilities including:
Construction of the GemLife Pacific Paradise
Summer House is well underway and is set to
become a favourite hang-out spot for residents
to stake their place in the sun.
GemLife Pacific Paradise Sales Manager Victoria
Dent said the new Summer House was the
first of the sleek, modern community facilities
coming to the Pacific Paradise resort, and would
give residents a taste of the look and feel of the
future country club.

•

Stylish two-level pool house

•

Games room, club room and bar

•

Magnesium-enriched resort-style pool

•

Outdoor shower

•

Sundeck

•

Tennis court

•

BBQ facilities and pizza oven

•

Outdoor entertainment and
dining area

IMAGES FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY

“The Summer House will have an upmarket
resort-vibe and the stunning magnesiumenriched pool will make a real statement in
style,” she said.
“The tennis court, barbecue facilities, pizza
oven, and outdoor entertainment and dining
areas will be a big hit too - there’s definitely
something for everyone.”
The GemLife Pacific Paradise Summer House is
expected to open mid-year.

www.gemlife.com.au
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GEMLIFE PALMWO ODS

Sales Manager’s
Message
IT IS EXCITING TIMES HERE AT GEMLIFE PALMWOODS
AS WE ENTER THE FINAL STAGES OF PLANNING AND
PLOTTING FOR OUR STELLAR ARRAY OF DISPLAY AND
MOVE - IN - READY HOMES.
We will have eight display homes built for
prospective purchasers to view and all will be
beautifully decorated to show the designs at their
best and provide some visual inspiration for future
homeowners.
In addition, we will offer a fantastic variety of movein-ready home designs from which to choose,
with a selection of three facades and five different
colour palettes available.
We invite anyone interested in seeing our colourboards, a model of the site, and drone footage, or
simply want to have all their questions answered,
to come visit us here in the Palmwoods sales office.
After all the recent rain the area is looking
absolutely amazing, and this is attracting growing
interest in the beautiful Palmwoods location which
is set in the idyllic and picturesque Sunshine Coast
hinterland and surrounded by the scenic beauty of
the Blackall Range.
The resort is tranquil and peaceful yet just minutes
away from local shops, amenities, beaches and
some of the Sunshine Coast’s most popular
attractions, a fact that was very much appreciated
by the many contract holders and potential buyers

who recently attended our on-site preview event.
Both locals and people from outside the area
looking to downsize and settle in a secure, gated
over-50s community with fabulous facilities came
along on the day to experience the prevailing
natural ambience and environment first-hand (see
page 35).
We are expecting construction of GemLife
Palmwoods’ first homes to begin mid to late 2021.
If you are considering a whole new life in the
Sunshine Coast hinterland, call our sales team to
book your private appointment today.
Liz Millroy
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE PALMWOODS SALES TEAM
Liz Millroy, Sales Manager
M 0437 169 379 | E liz@gemlife.com.au
Leisa Parsons-Young, Sales Consultant
M 0427 066 277 | E leisa@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gpw

PALMWO ODS FEATURE HOME

Sundew

FACADE THREE

$595,000

The two-bedroom plus multipurpose room Sundew is as
functional as it is beautiful. An oversized alfresco area floods
the living area and separate dining space with natural light,
and the stacker doors can be opened up to make indooroutdoor living a breeze. The luxurious master bedroom, with
walk-in wardrobe and ensuite bathroom, is tucked away
at the rear of the home away from the main living spaces
and the second bedroom, providing extra space and added
privacy for you and your overnight guests. A front porch,
courtyard and two-car garage complete this right-size home.
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To view this and other designs, and to reserve your site,
contact our sales team on 1800 718 414.
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How’s the serenity?
First viewing of GemLife Palmwoods site
It was a perfect afternoon to enjoy the ambience
of the GemLife Palmwoods site, with future
and prospective residents joining the GemLife
team for a sneak-peek of the resort’s idyllic
surroundings.
Peacefully nestled amid lush natural bushland
and flanked by the tranquil waters of Paynter
Creek, guests were treated to a private first
viewing of the site over blissful sunset drinks and
canapés.
The event provided an opportunity for attendees
to experience the site’s peaceful atmosphere and
www.gemlife.com.au

breathe in the fresh country air in order to get a
better feel for the Palmwoods location.
Set in the heart of the hinterland and framed
by the scenic backdrop of the Blackall Range,
GemLife Palmwoods will offer a picturesque,
private oasis that’s close to local amenities and
central to the best of the Sunshine Coast’s worldfamous attractions.
Civil works at the site are underway and
construction of the resort’s first homes is
expected to begin mid-year.
MAY 2021
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GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS

Sales Manager’s
Message
OUR RECENT COUNTRY LIVING OPEN DAY WAS A HUGE
SUCCESS AND I’D LIKE TO THANK ALL WHO CAME ALONG
ON THE DAY.
The event gave many visitors an opportunity to
experience the best of the over-50s lifestyle and
facilities at GemLife Highfields as well as to see
first-hand the quality, style and design of our
beautiful display homes. Our extra-large sites
were of particular interest to many visitors, and we
enjoyed interacting and answering questions and
enquiries about what the resort has to offer.
If you didn’t manage to catch up with either Jenny
or myself at the open day and would like to have
a chat about the possibility of making GemLife
Highfields your future home, please do not
hesitate to call us on the numbers below.
Another great event enjoyed by residents and
guests was the fabulous ABBALIVE Tribute show
which set toes-a-tapping in our beautiful country
club. A big `thank you’ to GemLife Chef, Matt
Conquest, for putting together another mouthwatering and delicious meal that was enjoyed
by all who attended this fabulous night of great
entertainment.
Meanwhile, for those looking to sell their own

HIGHFIELDS S O CIAL

ABBALIVE delight
residents
What a great concert! The infectious
music of ABBA as presented by Australia’s
fabulous ABBALIVE marked the return of
live entertainment to the beautiful GemLife
Highfields Country Club.
Considered to be one of the most authentic
ABBA productions available today, the
ABBALIVE team kept the hits rolling complete
with fabulous harmonies, stunning costumes
and unforgettable dance moves.
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property and secure a home here at GemLife
Highfields, there is no time like the present as the
current housing market is hot, and ideal for selling
your current home and securing a site in our fastselling stages three and four.
Talk to Rachael or Jenny about securing your site
or a move-in-ready home today. You can either
build on your chosen site or purchase a built
home, the latter of which suits those who’d like to
move in faster.
Rachael Benham 					
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS SALES TEAM
Rachael Benham, Sales Manager
M 0437 256 745 | E rachael@gemlife.com.au
Jenny Rickwood, Sales Consultant
M 0436 011 527 | E jenny@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/ghf
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Maple
ONE- OFF DESIGN THE PERFECT RIGHT -SIZE

This stylish move-in-ready three-bedroom home
is the perfect right-size, with a design that is as
practical as it is beautiful.
Fluid, functional dining and living spaces open
onto a wonderfully private and large north-eastfacing alfresco area, bringing outdoor functions
into the home and making the Maple an
excellent choice for entertainers.
The gourmet kitchen, fitted with premium Smeg
appliances and ample storage, forms the heart of
the home.
A north-facing verandah provides an idyllic spot

to soak up the sun in the autumn and winter
months with cup of coffee and paper in hand.
A celebration of comfort and style, the master
bedroom, with walk-in wardrobe and doublevanity ensuite bathroom, provides plenty of
space for a relaxing retreat and a blissful night’s
sleep. The two additional bedrooms are ideal for
visits from family and friends.
Located in Stage Two, this home also features a
remote-controlled double lockup garage, is in
walking distance to the resort’s award-winning
country club and is sure to be snapped up
quickly.
To view this and other homes for sale, or to
reserve your site, contact our sales team on 1800
910 278.
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Step inside GemLife Highfields’ exclusive, one-off
home design, the Maple – a home that masters
the art of living well.
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GEMLIFE GOLD COA ST

Sales Manager’s
Message
OUR NEW GEMLIFE GOLD COAST OVER - 50s LIFESTYLE RESORT
IS PROGRESSING WELL AND REACHING NEW MILESTONES EVERY
WEEK SINCE RECEIVING DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL RECENTLY.
We are so excited to have received our singlelevel home designs and price lists for the release
of Stage One which has already generated great
interest and positive action from potential buyers
with a number of sites snapped up in the first few
days.
Prospective homeowners have been delighted
with the stunning range of homes available as
well as the facade choices, floor plans, designer
inclusions and affordable pricing.
There are a range of two-bedroom plus multipurpose room designs which offer large walk-in
pantries to please the fussiest of home cooks,
making entertaining a breeze.
The amazing designer inclusions that come
standard with our homes have been a big hit with
our purchasers.
Many have commented: ‘Wow! We thought we
would have to pay for some of those inclusions as
upgrades.’

Our well-appointed alfresco areas offer
ample outdoor living space, and some future
homeowners will enjoy beautiful natural bushland
views to add to the peace and serenity of living in
this unique part of the world.
The excitement doesn’t stop there because we
are also eagerly awaiting the new multi-level and
split-level designs which are due to arrive within
the next few months.
Tracey Osborne
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE GOLD COAST SALES
Tracey Osborne, Sales Manager
M 0407 419 078 | E tracey@gemlife.com.au
Kellie Uthmann, Sales Consultant
M 0401 658 375 | E kellie@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/ggc

Love your GemLife and be rewarded
REFER A FRIEND TO GEMLIFE & EARN $1000!*

$

NAME
EMAIL
PHONE

DATE

SIGNATURE

DATE

SIGNATURE

FRIEND’S NAME
EMAIL
PHONE

*For more information and terms and conditions about the GemLife $1000 Referral Reward Program, visit www.gemlife.com.au/terms
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Fabulous fun and fitness
at GemLife sponsored
Running Festival
Enthusiastic runners, walkers and volunteers
turned out in force for the Gold Coast Running
Festival held at Cbus Stadium Robina last month.
The major event which offered something to
suit all ages including a 21.1km half marathon,
and 10km, 5km, 2.5km and 1km fun run/walk
also included an energetic GemLife team of
competitors who enjoyed a great day of fabulous
fun and fitness.
Some GemLife residents excelled to become
category place holders in the 5km run. They
included George Pusey, Terry and Marilyn
Knutt, Pauline Wells, Yvonne Morrison and Greg
Morrison. A great day was had by all.
www.gemlife.com.au
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GEMLIFE TWEED WATER S

Sales Manager’s
Message
IT WAS A GREAT TURNOUT FOR OUR RECENT TRIP TO THE
GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS RESORT WITH ALMOST 30
RESIDENTS CLIMBING ABOARD OUR TOUR BUS TO THE
SUNSHINE COAST!
The experience gave future and prospective
homeowners an opportunity to see the quality
of the homes and their superb finishings firsthand while also providing an insight into the kind
of facilities and sense of community that make
GemLife’s resorts so appealing.
Meanwhile, there is a great deal going on here at
GemLife Tweed Waters where civil works on the
site are expected to begin very soon. The bulk
earthworks will mark the first step towards our
resort beginning to take shape.

Want to be a part of it all? Be quick! We have just
over 20 single-level homes remaining for sale, a
few of which also offer larger back yards.
If you would like to find out more about the
fabulous options available and have all your
questions answered, pick up the phone now and
call us to arrange a private appointment.
Melanie Graham
Sales Manager

For a small, boutique-sized development of just
96 sites, GemLife Tweed Waters’ future country
club will be nothing short of spectacular!
Wrapping around the waterfront to maximise
water views, and boasting a rooftop pool and bar
area, the country club is sure to become the talk
of the town.

GEMLIFE TWEED WATERS SALES
Melanie Graham, Sales Manager
M 0427 633 928 | E melanie@gemlife.com.au
Ashleigh Murtagh, Sales Consultant
M 0429 817 175 | E ashleigh@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gtw

TWEED WATER S S O CIAL

Sunshine Coast road trip
to tour Maroochy resort
What a great turn out for our tour to GemLife’s Maroochydore resort
last month! Just under 30 future and prospective residents joined
the Tweed sales team for a trip to the Sunshine Coast to see the
resort’s grounds, display homes, and stunning summer house and
outdoor pool precinct. The tours provide a great opportunity for
people to get a better feel for the lifestyle on offer at the future
GemLife Tweed Waters resort, get a clearer understanding of the
quality of the homes and facilities, and gain insights about other
residents’ experiences.
If you would like to join an upcoming tour, please contact Ashleigh
Murtagh at ashleigh@gemlife.com.au or 0429 817 175.
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TWEED WATER S FEATURE HOME

Atlantic
FACADE ONE

$6 42,500
Relax and unwind in the luxurious threebedroom, two-bathroom Atlantic, a stylish
and spacious home that boasts seamless
indoor-outdoor living. This home’s sleek
gourmet kitchen overlooks a generously-sized
courtyard and features a walk-in pantry, large
island bench and Smeg appliances. The openplan design has a generous living area that
flows through to a large, breezy alfresco area
complete with louvered roof system. Located
at the back of the home, the master bedroom
creates a peaceful retreat and has a walkthrough wardrobe and ensuite bathroom.
The Atlantic has plenty of storage for your
belongings, including a large linen closet, and
a two-car garage.
To view this and other designs, and to
reserve your site, contact our sales team
on 1800 325 226.

www.gemlife.com.au
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GEMLIFE RAINB OW BEACH

Sales Manager’s
Message
LAST MONTH THE BEAUTIFUL AREAS OF RAINBOW BEACH,
LAKE CATHIE AND BONNY HILLS WERE PUMPING OVER
THE EASTER BREAK WITH HUNDREDS OF TRAVELLERS AND
CAMPERS ENJOYING ALL THE GREAT SCENERY, ATTRACTIONS
AND ACTIVITIES ON OFFER ON THE NEW SOUTH WALES MID
NORTH COAST.
Meanwhile, there was also plenty going on here at
GemLife Rainbow Beach where civil construction is
underway. With the rain easing, things should start
progressing quickly on site.
Minutes from stunning beaches, ocean-front
subtropical rainforest, protected national parks
and the State’s second largest estuarine lagoon, our
resort is attracting a growing number of interstate
and local buyers all keen to secure their own piece
of our over-50s lifestyle paradise.
We are conveniently located close to local
shopping, transport and medical services and are
only a short distance from the thriving Mid North
Coast town of Port Macquarie.
Future GemLife Rainbow Beach residents will also
be able to take advantage of the new Rainbow
Beach Town Centre which is currently under

Come see us
at the Expo!
WHEN
Sunday, 30 May 10am-3pm
Monday, 31 May 10am-1pm
WHERE
The Westport Club
25 Buller Street, Port Macquarie
FREE outdoor parking will be
available at the venue.

construction on the other side of Ocean Drive with
civil works there well and truly advancing.
Learn more about the amazing over-50s lifestyle
resort that is GemLife Rainbow Beach by
contacting Sam and yours truly today. We have so
much to tell you!
Craig Dixon
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE RAINBOW BEACH SALES
Craig Dixon, Sales Manager
M 0417 261 100 | E craigd@gemlife.com.au
Samantha Lingham, Sales Consultant
M 0408 571 755 | E sam@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/grb

AD F
R

M E
If you’re ready for a whole new life on the Mid
IS E
SI
North Coast of NSW, come see the GemLife
O
Rainbow Beach sales team at the Port Macquarie &
N
Mid North Coast Retirement Village & Resort Expo on
30 and 31 May.
Located in the beautiful coastal town of Lake Cathie,
GemLife Rainbow Beach will offer the best of over-50s living
in an area renowned for its extraordinary natural beauty
and relaxed atmosphere.
The Port Macquarie & Mid North Coast Retirement Village
& Resort Expo is free to attend and provides a great
opportunity to find out more about over-50s living and the
GemLife lifestyle.

For COVID contact tracing purposes, attendees may either register on the day or pre-register by
email at mail@dorsal.com.au or call 0412 233 742.
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RAINB OW BEACH S O CIAL

RAINB OW BEACH FEATURE HOME

Cowarra
FACADE ONE

Civil works now underway
It’s all happening at GemLife Rainbow Beach with civil
works now underway at the resort’s Forest Parkway site.
GemLife Rainbow Beach Sales Manager Craig Dixon said
with the resort attracting strong interest locally, as well as
from interstate buyers, he was excited for the next stage of
development to commence. “Our current contract holders
cannot wait to see works progress at the site in the coming
months. The fantastic coastal location, combined with
high-quality homes and premium facilities is proving to be
a winner with buyers,” he said.
Surrounded by the peace and tranquillity of natural
bushland and located a short distance from unspoiled
beaches, world-class fishing, shopping and entertainment,
GemLife Rainbow Beach offers relaxed, coastal living in a
secure, gated community.

Flood victims
get a helping
hand

$626,500
Blending style and practicality, the
Cowarra is designed to maximise
the opportunities for activity and
interaction in your home. From its
sunny front porch, step through the
Cowarra’s double-door entry into
seamless living spaces that overlook
an oversized louvered vergola-style
area. A designer kitchen, equipped
with high-end appliances and a
walk-in pantry, makes cooking a
joy. For ultimate privacy, the home’s
bedrooms are located at opposite
ends of the house. Blending elegance
and sophistication, the master
bedroom, with walk-in wardrobe
and ensuite bathroom, is a space
where style and everyday living come
together in perfect harmony.

GemLife Rainbow Beach Sales
Manager Craig Dixon and wife
Lisa were quick to lend a hand
when they heard floodwaters
in late March had devastated
homes in nearby North Haven.
“There were so many people
that needed immediate help to remove water-damaged
furniture and goods, and to clean up,” Craig said.
Within moments of arriving in one of the hardest-hit
streets, Craig said he was confronted with `total carnage’.
“We helped an elderly couple start clearing out all their
ruined furniture and possessions. It was so sad.”
Local residents had also been without power for two
days and ice was in short supply as the local service
station’s ice-making machine had floated away in the
floodwaters. Craig took the initiative and organised
delivery of ice supplies for residents. Meanwhile floods
also inundated the Stoney Aqua Park at Telegraph Point
with the devastation earning a personal visit from the
Australian Prime Minister, Scott Morrison.

www.gemlife.com.au
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To view this and other designs, and
to reserve your site, contact our sales
team on 1800 718 413.
MAY 2021
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GEMLIFE WO ODEND

Sales Manager’s
Message
THE EXCITEMENT IS BUILDING AS WE MOVE CLOSER TO
THE OFFICIAL GRAND OPENING OF GEMLIFE WOODEND’S
AMAZING COUNTRY CLUB WITH ALL ITS INCREDIBLE
FACILITIES ON SATURDAY 1 MAY.
The stunning country club is designed for over50s wanting an active, high-quality lifestyle
and includes everything from a luxury cinema,
wine room, library and bar to a ten-pin bowling
alley, magnesium-infused indoor pool, and fully
equipped gym.
The event is also a great opportunity for
prospective homeowners to view our stylish
new display homes, and take a stroll through the
resort’s idyllic natural surroundings which are so
characteristic of the Woodend area.
Our lake precinct is also coming together
beautifully and we are looking forward to this
major feature being ready for guests to enjoy at the
Grand Opening event.

terrific homes still available in Stage Two. If you
are interested, please be sure to contact the sales
team as soon as possible because they are selling
fast.
To add to all the activity happening on site, the
construction phase of Stage Three is progressing
well while infrastructure works for stages four, five
and six are also powering ahead.
Contact Michelle or I today to book your private
appointment and find out how you can start a
whole new life in the magnificent Macedon Ranges
region this year.
Alison Rice
Sales Manager

In addition, 2021 is certainly shaping up to be a
great year full of major successes here at GemLife
Woodend with Stage One already sold out.

GEMLIFE WOODEND SALES TEAM

While our well-appointed two and threebedroom homes which are designed with a lowmaintenance, lock-up-and-go lifestyle in mind
have proven extremely popular, there are a few

Michelle Merrett, Sales Consultant
M 0448 730 516 | E michellem@gemlife.com.au

SATURDAY, 1 MAY
9:30AM TO 2PM

Alison Rice, Sales Manager
M 0409 132 871 | E alison@gemlife.com.au

W www.gemlife.com.au/gwe

CH LA
AN ST
CE
!

Country Club Grand Opening
GEMLIFE WOODEND | 1849 MOUNT MACEDON ROAD, WOODEND
Join us for a celebration of country style at the GemLife Woodend Country Club Grand Opening.
Tour the resort’s stunning lakeside country club to see the incredible range of premium facilities
on offer, view our beautiful new display homes, and take a stroll through the resort’s idyllic
natural surroundings to experience the GemLife lifestyle.
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WO ODEND S O CIAL

WO ODEND FEATURE HOME

Bowen
FACADE 1
COLOUR SCHEME: CLIFF

$600,000

Cricketers score big as
GemLife sponsorship set
to continue
The Sunbury Macedon Ranges Veterans Cricket Club has
scored a big win recently with the announcement that
GemLife has agreed to sponsor the club for the third
consecutive year.
“This is great news,” member Barry Borlase said.
“GemLife has been a great supporter and we all have
the GemLife logo on our playing and social shirts. We
are really delighted that they have continued their
sponsorship.”
Barry is one of three GemLife Woodend residents who
play in the over-60s team. He is joined by neighbours
Wayne Warner and Rob Lawson. He said the club
was now embarking on a recruitment drive and he
encourages anyone who has a passion for the game or
has played the sport previously, no matter how long ago,
to swing into action again as a member of their team.

Optimally designed for lowmaintenance living in the country,
seamless indoor-outdoor living
takes centre stage in this timeless
two-bedroom home. Positioned in
a quiet location yet convenient to
the resort’s country club, this Bowen
home features a cosy entry porch
which welcomes you into the home.
Villa 54’s designer kitchen has a
large walk-in pantry and oversized
island bench. The open-plan
living and dining spaces overlook
the courtyard and alfresco area,
flooding the home with natural light
and bringing the outdoors in. The
generously sized master bedroom,
with ensuite bathroom and walk-in
wardrobe, opens onto the alfresco
area creating a tranquil retreat. The
Bowen masters the art of living well
and, with a spare bedroom, there is
always room for overnight visits from
the people you love.

“There have been many new residents move into the
resort in recent months and we would love to see others
who are interested in playing cricket join us,” Barry said.
“Our club also has a full social calendar with a lot of
participation from wives and partners.”
Recently, the cricketers came together for the annual
regional championships at Echuca at which GemLife’s
Sunbury Macedon Ranges Over 60s team were runnersup. The carnival, which also welcomed family, friends
and supporters, will be held again from 20 to 24 March
next year.
Barry said women’s cricket was also gaining momentum
in Victoria with half a dozen teams playing in the past
year. “There is definitely an avenue for an over-50s
women’s team in the future and I’d love to see more
ladies playing the sport.”

www.gemlife.com.au
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To view this and other designs, and
to reserve your site, contact our sales
team on 1800 982 056.
MAY 2021
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THE GEM MONTHLY CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Death notices
6. Smoke & fog

8. Brain tissue (4,6)
9. Budgerigar home
13. Trifled

10. Groups of thieves

15. Bogs

11. Pick on unjustly

17. Emerged from sleep

12. Stammers

19. Spends time idly

14. Reverie

21. Heat up

16. Intercepts en route

22. Notorious affair

18. Aspiring movie queen

24. Bicker

20. Arbitrate

26. Decreases

22. Leakage

27. Electrical power unit

23. Rental contract

30. One-spot card

25. Spiny lobster
28. Disregarded
29. Late Princess of Wales
31. Casserole
32. Youth
DOWN
1. Debauched party
2. Public house
3. Disturbed
4. Write-ups
5. Sheathes
7. Cereal plant
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LAST MONTH’S SOLUTION

WITH CANCER COUNCIL
AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST MORNING
TEA TAKING PLACE IN MAY,
WHAT COULD BE BETTER THAN
A DELICIOUS, FRESHLY BAKED
SCONE ESPECIALLY WHEN GIVEN
A MODERN TWIST WITH AN
UNEXPECTED INGREDIENT
– LEMONADE!
If you’re looking for some baked-good
inspiration to host a morning tea of
your own this month, why not give
GemLife Chef Matt Conquest’s recipe
for mouth-watering scones a try.

Traditional
scones
with a lemon twist

Matt’s Lemonade Scones
MAKES 8- 10
300g (2 cups) self-raising flour (sifted)
50g (1/4 cup) icing sugar
125ml (1/2 cup) cream
125ml (1/2 cup) lemonade
40ml (2 tbsp) milk (to brush scones with)
Lemon curd, to serve
Whipped cream, to serve
www.gemlife.com.au

METHOD
1.

Preheat the oven to 220°C. Lightly grease a baking tray

2.

Put flour, sugar and a 1/2 teaspoon of salt into a large bowl

3.

Add the cream and lemonade and mix to form a soft dough

4.

Tip out onto a lightly floured workbench and knead lightly
until combined

5.

With a rolling pin, roll dough to about 2.5cm (1 inch) in height

6.

Use a 6cm round cutter to cut out 8 scones, place on baking tray
and brush the tops with some milk

7.

Re-roll scraps to make a few extra scones

8.

Bake for 10-15 minutes until lightly browned

9.

Serve warm with lemon curd and whipped cream
MAY 2021
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Phenomenal
photos
Calendar photo winner

THE SEARCH FOR GEMLIFE’S BEST PHOTOS FROM ACROSS ALL RESORTS TO BE FEATURED IN THE
GEMLIFE 2022 ‘A WHOLE NEW LIFE’ CALENDAR IS OFFICIALLY UNDER WAY AND ENTRIES HAVE
BEEN FLOODING IN.
Each month one winner will be chosen from
across all GemLife resorts, and at the end of
the year, twelve photos will be selected to be
featured in a GemLife 2022 lifestyle calendar.
While photos do not need to be professionally
taken, all photos must be high resolution and
submitted in 2MB, jpeg format.
Although residents will be credited in the
calendar, GemLife reserves the right to alter or reuse any submitted photos. Monthly winners are
not guaranteed a photo in the calendar.

QUEENSLAND

The competition will run until 30 September
2021, with all submissions to be sent to
photos@gemlife.com.au
And the winner is ... With so many great photo
submissions last month, there were once again
two winners! Congratulations to Ian and Amanda
Davies from GemLife Woodend for sending in
this fun family photo with their fur baby Missy,
about to hit the road on their motorbike. A big
congratulations to co-winner Gwenny Johns from
GemLife Maroochy Quays for her winning photo
(see page 30).

NEW SOUTH WALES

Bribie Island

Maroochy Quays

9 Dux Drive
Bongaree Qld 4507

6 Charlston Place
Maroochydore Qld 4558

1800 193 177

VICTORIA
Woodend

Tweed Waters

Rainbow Beach

30 Fraser Drive
Tweed Heads South NSW 2486

20 Forest Parkway
Lake Cathie NSW 2445

1849 Mount Macedon Road
Woodend Vic 3442

1800 982 056

1800 325 226

1800 718 413

1800 931 188

Highfields

Pacific Paradise

Lennox Head

75 Highgrove Drive
Highfields Qld 4352

40 Menzies Drive
Pacific Paradise Qld 4564

67 Skennars Head Road
Lennox Head NSW 2478

1800 910 278

1800 430 885

1800 571 954

Gold Coast

Palmwoods

McCabe Avenue
Pimpama Heights Qld 4209

Sales Centre

1800 325 229

18-20 Margaret Street
Palmwoods QLD 4555

1800 718 414

GemLife.com.au

