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Director’s Message
WELCOME TO THE JULY ISSUE OF THE GEM. WITH FRIENDSHIP DAY TAKING PLACE ON 30 JULY, THIS
MONTH’S NEWSLETTER FOCUSES ON FRIENDSHIP, SOMETHING THAT OUR RESORTS ARE DESIGNED
TO SUPPORT AND GROW.

The importance of having a strong network of
friends around you cannot be overestimated.
Scientists have even proven a direct link to longer
life expectancy, better health, and of course,
higher happiness levels. I have seen many new
friendships form and grow at our resorts over the
past four years and it never fails to put a smile
on my face – friends and family is what life is all
about!
It’s hard to believe that we have reached the last
stage of development at four of our resorts, with
final stage releases at Maroochydore and Pacific
Paradise on the Sunshine Coast and Woodend in
Victoria, in addition to the sale of GemLife Bribie
Island’s very last homes.
At GemLife Woodend buyer demand has been so
strong on the heels of our successful open day
and official country club opening, that the final
stage of the resort is being built out and next
month we are holding a special expressions of
interest event for the resort’s last stage sites and
homes (see page 46 for details).
On the Sunshine Coast, the final stage release
at GemLife Maroochy Quays is set to kick off at
a lakeside marquee event on Thursday, 15 July
(details on page 32). This stage has some stunning
lakeside sites and home designs, among others,
and sites will not last long at what has become
one of our fastest selling resorts. The spectacular
two-storey lakeside country club is now in its last
stages of construction and residents had their
first glimpse of the facilities at a sneak-peek tour
last month (page 33).
Following planning approval for GemLife Pacific
Paradise Stage Two, the final stage release of our
premium Sunshine Coast resort is also taking
place this month with an exclusive VIP event at
the Twin Waters Golf Club on Thursday, 29 July
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(see page 34). The outdoor pool and recreation
precinct and summer house is nearly ready, and
it will not be long before residents can enjoy this
terrific facility.
It has been full steam ahead with construction
of the state-of-the-art GemLife Gold Coast Sales
Experience Centre, with the building’s frame now
completed, and the roof due to go up this month.
The centre will offer a unique, fully immersive
sales experience for prospective buyers and give
them a taste of what’s to come. The team remains
on schedule to commence bulk earthworks next
month.
After a long delay, I am excited to announce that
our GemLife Lennox Head resort has been given
the go ahead (see opposite). The team is already
busy working on the design documentation for
our construction certificates and I look forward
to providing a status update next month.
I am proud to share that GemLife, thanks to the
generosity of residents, current and future, as
well as employees, family, and friends, exceeded
our fundraising target of $6000 by raising an
impressive $7194 for Australia’s Biggest Morning
Tea. What a fantastic effort and one which will
help the Cancer Council reach its aim of a cancerfree future!

Yours sincerely,
Adrian Puljich
Director & CEO

Much-anticipated Lennox Head resort
receives development approval
GEMLIFE’S MUCH -ANTICIPATED RESORT AT THE POPULAR SEASIDE TOWN OF LENNOX HEAD HAS
RECEIVED DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL FROM BALLINA SHIRE COUNCIL.
The GemLife Lennox Head resort, which is
approximately 25 minutes south of Byron Bay on
the North Coast of New South Wales, has, after
lengthy delays, been given the go-ahead for the
development of 147 home sites at Skennars Head
Road.
GemLife Director and CEO Adrian Puljich said, “It’s
been a long time coming but the GemLife team is
thrilled to see this beautiful resort get the greenlight and we are excited to start moving forwards
with this long-awaited project.”
Thanks to its idyllic coastal locale, the resort
promises to be an extremely attractive option for
over-50s, downsizers and retirees looking to enjoy
the relaxed, seaside vibes the area is known for
and the year-round mild climate.
“It’s a stunning part of northern New South
Wales. Surrounded by lush natural bushland,
great beaches, beautiful coastline, and top
surfing spots, Lennox Head also has excellent
local shops. There’s the new Epiq Marketplace
shopping centre on Snapper Drive with a
supermarket, medical services, chemist, and other
retailers, as well as a good selection of cafés and
www.gemlife.com.au

eateries along Pacific Parade including plenty of
options for the ocean-fresh seafood you’d expect
at a seaside village,” said Adrian.
“With few over-50s living options in the area, I
am confident that the Lennox Head resort will
become one of our fastest selling estates.”
The resort will feature a range of meticulously
designed, modern two and three-bedroom
homes with premium standard inclusions, as
well as superb facilities at its luxurious country
club, plus many outdoor recreational amenities
including a resort-style pool, floodlit tennis court,
barbecue area, and off-leash dog park.
GemLife Lennox Head is located at 67 Skennars
Head Road, Lennox Head. The site is close to
transport, including the Ballina Byron Gateway
Airport, and veterinary and medical services such
as the Ballina District Hospital.
Stay tuned for further updates in upcoming issues
of The Gem.
Visit www.gemlife.com.au/glh to register for
further updates.
JULY 2021
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You, me,
and destiny
From parallel lives
to best of friends

SOMETIMES A FRIENDSHIP IS SIMPLY MEANT TO BE. NEW FRIENDS
LYNN ROPER AND MARY EARNSHAW CLICKED STRAIGHT AWAY
WHEN THEY MET FOR THE FIRST TIME LAST YEAR AND QUICKLY
DISCOVERED A STRING OF COINCIDENCES THAT CONFIRMED
THEIR FRIENDSHIP WAS DESTINED.
The pair had lived parallel lives, even working in
neighbouring office buildings in Perth a decade
earlier, before finally meeting 4,500 kilometres
away at Pacific Paradise on the Sunshine Coast.

friendship has grown stronger. Lynn and Mary
regularly walk to nearby Mudjimba Beach, go to the
gym, aqua aerobics, stretch classes, babysit friends’
and neighbours’ dogs, and go to Bunnings together.

“It was fate. We got on really well from day one.
We live opposite each other, we both lived in
Perth and even knew the same people in the 80s,
we go to the same health club in Buderim - our
paths must have criss-crossed dozens of times
before we finally met,” Lynn said.

“All new homeowners love a trip to Bunnings,”
joked Mary.

“We sat next to each other at a GemLife Christmas
event last year and we liked each other straight
away. We think alike, we even say the same things!”
she laughed.
Mary wholeheartedly agrees, saying “We have lots
of similarities. We laugh at the same things, we
both have no kids, we both have an interest in
dogs.”
Spookily, the friends learned they even share the
same birthday!
Over the past several months, the women’s
4
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“We’re also getting competitive about who gets to
look after people’s dogs,” laughed Lynn.
For Lynn and Mary, the friends enjoy each other’s
company regularly, and are always up for new
adventures and trying new things, while still living
busy, independent lives of their own.
“We’re ‘out there’ kind of people, we’re social but
we’re also very independent which is important.
We’re great mates and look out for each other,
which is exactly how it should be,” Mary said.
“At GemLife, you can have your privacy or be
extremely social and join in with all the gettogethers,” she said.
“Some people think it might be ‘cliquey’ living in
a gated community but in reality, there is a huge

diversity of people who come from all walks of life
and the environment is very friendly.”
Lynn, who was living at another over-50s resort in
Bli Bli before buying at GemLife, added that she
loved the lifestyle on offer.
“My husband and I are addicted. The social
life is terrific. We have lovely neighbours who
want to enjoy life and have fun, just like we do.
Pacific Paradise is so close to everything – we
have everything we could possibly want on our
doorstep.”
When Mary made the decision to buy a home at
GemLife Pacific Paradise, sceptical friends raised
their eyebrows and said, “but it’s a retirement
village!” or, when she explained it was an over-50s
resort they said, “that’s just a fancy name for a
retirement village!”.
“They had preconceived misconceptions about
over-50s resorts, and I know people who’ve
had bad experiences with retirement villages,
especially financially with exit fees – they couldn’t
afford to leave,” Mary said.

www.gemlife.com.au

The thing with
living in an over50s resort is that
you can socialise –
or not – as much
as you choose.
“When I looked into resorts, I thought there had
to be a catch and went over the contract with a
fine-tooth comb. There are no entry fees, exit fees,
stamp duty – just the weekly site fee. The homes
are bigger than expected and the quality of the
builds is excellent – people are so surprised when
they first see the resort in person,” she said.
“I now have a few friends who, after they saw what
it is like here, have also bought homes at GemLife
and are moving in!”
JULY 2021
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It only takes
a smile
New friendships changed
Kay’s life forever
‘SMILE AND THE WORLD SMILES WITH YOU’ … AND TRUE TO THAT SAYING
IT WAS THE SMILES OF RESIDENTS THAT FIRST ATTRACTED KAY SHERLEY
TO HER NEW HOME AT GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND.

To be honest,
coming to
GemLife
Bribie Island
has changed my
life forever and
I couldn’t be
happier.
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“When I first visited the resort, everyone was
smiling. It was such a happy place and I needed
that in my life desperately. That was my first
impression and it really appealed to me,” she said.
After losing her husband of 30 years to cancer
eight months ago, Kay was struggling to get
through each day but then she discovered
GemLife Bribie Island and suddenly the doors
opened to new friendships and experiences.
Kay, who is in her early 70s, said moving into the
resort and into a street that had the same name
as her mother, combined with friendships she
made within the first few days of arriving, literally
`changed her life’.
“I was in a really dark place when I first moved
in and didn’t even know how I would go about
meeting new people because I always had my
husband with me and now, for the first time, I
was alone,” said Kay.

That changed very quickly thanks to neighbours
like New Zealanders Rob and Pauline Bower
who immediately reached out and welcomed
her into the fold.

The group is spread throughout the resort and

“I met Rob after advertising for someone to
help me install some new shelving and do a
few other odd jobs around this beautiful new
home of mine when I first moved in, and he
introduced me to his wife Pauline. Both were
from New Zealand where I originally came from
before moving to Australia in 1986.”

social life.

The New Zealand connection was a great way to
build new friendships as there was a fun group
of resident Kiwi singles and couples who met
regularly and enjoyed traditional celebrations and
events, with one of the more recent being a hāngi.

“The best thing I have ever done in my life is to

Kay’s first outing with the group which calls itself
the Kiwi Gems, was at a poolside lunch, and its
members have since become `like family’ to her.

so happy and contented and have told all my

www.gemlife.com.au

Kay has become a regular at their functions and
get-togethers saying she no longer feels scared
of going out on her own and enjoys a very active
“I have realised that as you get older you can’t
just hide away, you have to live life and GemLife
is the ideal place to do that because of the
beautiful people and huge range of activities
virtually on our doorstep,” said Kay.
come here. It didn’t take me long at all to feel a
part of this community and I am surrounded by
friends wherever I go who care about me and
invite me to lots of outings and activities. I feel
friends and relatives, including the ones in New
Zealand, all about it.”
JULY 2021
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The power
of love

Daughter’s word was
enough for Sandra

A JOYFUL TEAR FELL AS SUZ O’CALLAGHAN REVEALED JUST
HOW HAPPY AND FULFILLED HER MOTHER HAS BECOME
FIVE MONTHS AFTER MOVING INTO HER NEW HOME AT
GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND.

The move came after Suz,
GemLife Sales Administration
Officer at Bribie Island and
Maroochy Quays, realised the
resort’s potential as the ideal
place for her mum to live her
best life, and encouraged her to
make the move from Victoria.
“Just hearing mum tell me the
other day how truly happy she
was here and how she couldn’t
believe how lonely she had
been before brought tears to
my eyes,” said Suz.
“Now she is doing things she
has never done before, like line
dancing, and having a great time.
Every day brings something new
and exciting”.
8
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Her mum Sandra Bailey moved
to Queensland from Mildura,
Victoria, on the strength of Suz’s
recommendation.
“I wouldn’t have changed states
and moved such a long way
from family and friends for
anyone else,” Sandra said.
“I took Suz’s word for it. She
knows me so well and really
believed in the product and
that came across when she was
first telling me about GemLife. I
trusted her 100 per cent and let
her organise everything.”
When Sandra arrived in
Queensland in November last
year, she had to undergo two
weeks of quarantine before
seeing her future home.

“When I arrived, I knew straight
away Suz had been so right, this
really was the place for me. It
was top class - I immediately
felt at home and thought I
had arrived in my own little
paradise,” she said.
Making such a significant and
life-changing recommendation
to her mum, one that involved
selling two properties in Mildura
and an interstate move, could
have been very stressful for
Suz, but the strength of her
belief was such that she had no
concerns.
“I picked the home and the site,
and all mum had to do was
move in. She trusted me,” Suz
said.

I knew
instinctively
that it would be
the perfect fit
for mum.

Suz is delighted that Sandra
has settled in so well and, best
of all, she lives close enough
for her family to visit whenever
they wish. Even their traditional
weekend drives have resumed.
Sandra’s social schedule has
improved dramatically too, so
much so that she needs a diary
to keep on top of it.
“I had my first outing with the
line dancing group recently.
I was a bit nervous because
we were going to entertain a
group of residents at a nearby
retirement home and I hadn’t
done it before, but it was laugha-minute from the time we got
on the bus to go. We were away
all day and loved it,” said Sandra.

www.gemlife.com.au
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Keeping it in the family
Family referrals put couple in their
dream home
WORD OF MOUTH RECOMMENDATIONS BY FAMILY MEMBERS CAN BE A POWERFUL INCENTIVE
WHEN IT COMES TO MAKING MAJOR PURCHASES SUCH AS A NEW HOME.
This was certainly the case for newly arrived
GemLife Maroochy Quays residents Jim and
Colette Cameron who have not stopped smiling
since they moved in six weeks ago.
“This was the best thing we have ever done,” said a
jubilant Jim.
Despite having built a new home on the Sunshine
Coast three years ago, the couple’s daughter
had suggested they look for something more
maintenance-free, just as Colette’s brother Wade
and his wife Judy had done in 2019 when they
moved into GemLife Highfields.
10
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“Family will tell you how it really is so knowing
Wade and Judy had moved into GemLife
Highfields we went over and visited them. What
they told us and what we saw really opened our
eyes to a whole new and appealing way of living,”
she said.
“We loved the country club and the ten-pin
bowling, heated pool and bar and couldn’t believe
what we had been missing.”
Wade and Judy were only too happy to show off
what they described as their fabulous resort

lifestyle which they claim has transformed them.
The couple say they almost never went out when
they lived on their former four-bedroom family
property in the same area but have become social
butterflies at GemLife Highfields.
“Living as part of the GemLife Highfields’ community
has changed our lives for the better,” said Judy,
adding the couple had originally been introduced
to the resort by a work colleague who had visited
and passed on a brochure to them.
“The social side is amazing. When we walk, we
meet new people all the time and the first social
group we joined was with outdoor bowls’ players
which is an activity we really love.”
The couple have also started up a Mahjong group,
play cards, tennis and darts while also regularly
enjoying the country club’s pool, spa, sauna, and
golf simulator.
In addition, Judy can indulge in her love for movies
and is on a roster to start each movie session
while Wade volunteers as a bar manager in the
country club.
www.gemlife.com.au

“We have never been so busy, but we are loving it
because it is keeping us young and active. GemLife
makes all these things so accessible that you just
do whatever interests you,” said Wade adding that
there are also lots of functions, music and trivia
nights on the social calendar as well.
“Add all these activities on top of the quality of the
homes and the appealing financial structure on
offer, it is no wonder we delight in recommending
the resort to our family and friends,” he said.
The couple were so convincing that Jim, Colette
and their 48-year-old daughter immediately made
an appointment with the GemLife Maroochy
Quays sales team to view the Sunshine Coast
resort which was just up the road from where they
had been living.
“We were hooked on first sight. We found a house
already under construction in our price range
and close to the country club, which is nearing
completion, and within a week had sold our house
and then moved in three months later,” said Jim.
“We will never leave now. This is what you could
really call the good life and we’re loving it.”
JULY 2021
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What family
thinks matters
Relatives influenced by GemLife
staff’s belief in product
WHEN CONSIDERING MAKING A MAJOR PURCHASE THERE IS
NOTHING MORE REASSURING THAN A RECOMMENDATION FROM
A FAMILY MEMBER, ESPECIALLY IF THAT PERSON KNOWS THE
PRODUCT LIKE THE BACK OF THEIR HAND.

Such was the case for GemLife Maroochy Quays Sales Manager Joanne
Michalowsky who was able to give her Victorian-based uncle Barry
Borlase, detailed information on the benefits of living in over-50s
lifestyle resorts.
“Uncle Baz asked me about over-50s lifestyle living while he was staying
with us on holiday here on the Sunshine Coast,” said Joanne.
“I told him about the quality of our homes, the high standard of
inclusions, the great facilities available and, importantly, about the
lifestyle and sense of community enjoyed by residents.”
Six months later, Joanne said her uncle rang to tell her he was moving
into GemLife Woodend in Victoria.
“They could see that the resort had a lot going for it,” said Jo.
“I piqued their interest and Woodend was ideal because it was in
an area they knew well. They used to live at nearby Gisborne and
Barry’s wife Marion wanted to be close to the grandchildren. After an
inspection, the resort began to tick a lot of boxes for them.”
Jo said the couple also loved the concept of the resort and what it
offered.
12
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There is no
way I would have
recommended
GemLife over-50s
resorts to family
if I didn’t believe
in what it offered
100 per cent.
After moving in, Barry quickly became the
resort’s Home Owners Committee president
and is now vice-president while craft
enthusiast Marion joined the resort’s craft
group.
“One of the projects Marion did in the
group was to make a beautiful quilt for my
granddaughter. It’s amazing.”
Barry also continued his keen interest in
local sports, particularly cricket, by playing in
the GemLife Woodend-sponsored Macedon
Ranges-Sunbury over 60s cricket team.
Jo said she was so glad her uncle and aunty
had bought at GemLife Woodend, adding
“I know first-hand the quality of the builds,
the inclusions are second to none, the
facilities are fantastic, and I couldn’t wish
for them to be anywhere else. What is more,
they are so happy there.”
She said that being able to refer family
members to something she knows so well
and believes so strongly in was a real delight.
“There is no way I would have recommended
GemLife over-50s resorts to family if I
didn’t believe in what it offered 100 per
cent. Family is important and their future
happiness is intertwined with mine, so any
advice has to be spot on.”
www.gemlife.com.au
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Expanding a
social network

Over-50s resorts ideal for
making new friends

OVER - 50s RESORTS OFFER AN ACTIVE LIFESTYLE IN A SECURE BUT
INDEPENDENT ENVIRONMENT AND THEY ARE ALSO A GREAT PLACE
TO BUILD NEW FRIENDSHIPS.

Despite knowing the importance of maintaining
social connections over the long term, many
people get into their 50s, 60s, and beyond and
find that due to attrition from the demands of
peak working years, moves intrastate, interstate
or internationally, among other reasons, their
friendship circle has dramatically shrunk.
GemLife Director and CEO Adrian Puljich said he
could not think of a better place to meet new
people and build strong and lasting friendships
than at an over-50s lifestyle resort.
“It’s such a great environment and encourages an
active, engaged and social lifestyle which goes
hand in hand with creating opportunities for
residents to socialise, attend events and enjoy a
wide range of interests such as sports, crafts, art
and even travel.”
He said it was easy to meet and interact with
people, and making a new best friend or two
wasn’t uncommon.
“Whether you are single or married, out-going or a
little shy, the fact that there is so much happening
virtually at your doorstep means anyone wanting
14
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to meet people or make new friends can do so
with minimal effort.”
At GemLife resorts, homeowners and their guests
have exclusive use of an extensive range of
superb facilities at the country clubs and outdoor
recreational precincts.
Sports facilities include tennis courts, covered
bowling greens, ten-pin bowling, heated swimming
pools and gyms while creative people can hone
their talents in the art and craft studios, music
rooms and the fully equipped workshops.
“Most of these are standard features at our resorts
while the majority of the actual activities and
events are arranged by the residents themselves.
There is plenty of time to get to know each other
and form new bonds and connections.”
He said living in an over-50s resort can provide
you with a like-minded community, give you the
freedom to enjoy life at your own pace, together
with an unbeatable lifestyle.
“There is no reason for anyone to feel alone
because like-minded people are living all-around
you and most are only too happy to welcome

newcomers into their friendship circles with open
arms. You just have to reach out.”
Several studies have shown that female
friendships in particular are vitally important to
women’s mental and physical health as they grow
older and that feeling isolated or alone can lead
to depression. Those with few friendships may also
tend to have more chronic illnesses as they age.
However, there is no need to be on your own.
Making new friends at an over-50s lifestyle resort
can be as easy as joining a group that focuses on
something you enjoy such as a hobby, sport or
even social outings of which there are many.
While beginning a new friendship and
maintaining it involves time and effort, the
journey is often well worth it. Friendships have
many benefits such as providing support through
difficult times, inspiring you to reach your goals,
boosting your mood, improving your lifestyle
and social life, providing companionship, and
reducing stress and depression.
Knowing what you are looking for in a friend can
also help speed up the process of welcoming
new people into your life.
www.gemlife.com.au

Tips for making new friends
•

Pursue your interests or hobbies by
joining local groups or classes.

•

Be confident and don’t be afraid to
talk to someone new.

•

Be a good listener.

•

Urge others to talk about themselves.
Talking can tell you more about a
person and their interests.

•

Volunteer. This is a great way to meet
new people while also putting your
skills to good use and giving back to a
worthwhile cause.

JULY 2021
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Fur-ever friends

How dogs help human friendships
PETS DON’T JUST MAKE GOOD COMPANIONS FOR THEIR OWNERS, THEY’RE ALSO EXCELLENT
AT HELPING HUMANS MAKE NEW FRIENDS.

16

Multiple studies have shown that dogs aid positive
human-to-human interaction and help cultivate
friendships which are essential for long-term
health and happiness.

pet owners were 60 per cent more likely than

In exploring how pets help people form social
connections, one large study of nearly 2700 men
and women in four cities - San Diego, Portland and
Nashville in the USA, and Perth - found that being
a pet owner was the third most common way that
people met others in their neighbourhoods. Also,

walked their dogs, were more likely to make

The Gem

non-pet owners to get to know new people in
their neighbourhoods.
Dog owners, particularly those who regularly
friends through a pet-connection.
Other studies have shown that strangers react
more positively to a person with a dog, offering
more smiles and friendly glances, for example.

Pet Photo Contest
LOVE YOUR FUR - BABY AND TAKE
HUNDREDS OF PHOTOS OF HIM OR HER
BEING IRRESISTIBLY CUTE?
Why not enter the GemLife Pet Pal
Photo Contest and share the love with
the extended GemLife family? Because
World Cat Day AND World Dog Day take
place next month, we think that provides
the purrfect excuse to indulge in some
shameless animal friend adoration!
The three winning photos will be awarded
with one of three Pet Barn gift vouchers to
shower your non-human bestie with even
more love.
The contest is open to animals of all kinds
– photos of feathery or finned pet pals
are equally welcome.
Equally, they’re more likely to strike up a
conversation with someone with a canine friend.
That may come as no surprise to long-term pet
owners who have gotten to know dozens of new
people through the simple act of walking their
dogs or congregating at local parks or beaches.
GemLife resorts are all pet-friendly and provide
an off-leash dog run, a hub for homeowners
and their furry friends to hang-out, socialise,
and stretch their legs. The dog runs have been
the birthplace of many a new friendship for
homeowners and their beloved canines.
www.gemlife.com.au

HOW TO ENTER
Send your photos to photos@gemlife.com.au
We will share the winning photos in the
August newsletter and post entries on the
GemLife Facebook page (because who
doesn’t love animal photos!). Anyone can
enter, but the winners must be GemLife
residents or contract holders. Any kind of
animal can be featured. Photos must be
high-resolution and a minimum of 1MB.
Entries close on Tuesday, 20 July 2021.

JULY 2021

17

THE GEM - JULY 2021

Last chance for a
piece of paradise
GemLife Pacific Paradise
Final Stage release launching
THE HIGHLY ANTICIPATED RELEASE OF STAGE TWO OF GEMLIFE’S PREMIUM
RESORT, GEMLIFE PACIFIC PARADISE, IS SET TO LAUNCH THIS MONTH.
Stage Two represents the resort’s final
release and will feature 106 lots and
a large selection of luxurious home
designs with high-quality upgraded
standard inclusions, including
2700mm ultra-high ceilings.
GemLife Pacific Paradise Sales
Manager Victoria Dent said that with
Stage One now sold out, buyers had
been keenly waiting for the Stage
Two release.
Victoria said the Pacific Paradise
suburb, which is located just south of
the Maroochy River and surrounded
by peaceful natural bushland, was
one of the Sunshine Coast’s bestkept secrets and was known for its
friendly community.

“The area really is a hidden paradise.
It is set away from the tourist hustle
and bustle in a quiet, leafy and wellestablished spot but is close to local
shopping and all the attractions for
which the Sunshine Coast is famous,”
she said.
“Close to Coolum, Noosa and
Maroochydore, Pacific Paradise is
definitely a suburb that is worthy
of its name. Minutes from stunning
beaches, a thriving shopping and
restaurant precinct, and only six
kilometres from Maroochydore’s
CBD, Pacific Paradise has everything
in easy reach to embrace the ideal
Sunshine Coast lifestyle.”

Stage Two Final Release VIP launch event
Thursday, 29 July from 4:00pm to 6:00pm
An exclusive VIP event for the final release will be held at the Twin Waters
Golf Club. For more event information and to register, visit
www.gemlife.com.au/gmdevent
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GemLife Pacific Paradise
Country Club
Stage Two will be home to the
resort’s sleek, modern twostorey country club which
will feature a huge range of
recreational and sporting
facilities for residents to enjoy.
Facilities will include:
• Fully-equipped gymnasium
• Sauna
• Heated semi-enclosed pool
and spa
• Hairdressing salon
• Golf simulator
• Ten-pin bowling alley
• Luxury cinema
• Creative arts studio
• Library
• Free WiFi in country club
with hearing loop
• Music room
• Boardroom
• Games and entertainment
room
• Grand ballroom
• Commercial-grade kitchen
• Bar and coffee lounge
• Wine room
• Consult room
• Theatrical stage and dressing
rooms
• Yoga studio
• Outdoor BBQ courtyard
• Roof terrace BBQ
Facilities subject to change

The country club facilities
will add to those at the
Paradise Pavilion, the
resort’s stunning outdoor
recreational precinct. See
page 35 for a sneak-peek of
this soon-to-be-completed
amenity.

www.gemlife.com.au
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GemLife Woodend
Final Stage Release
EOI event scheduled to cater for
strong demand
GEMLIFE’S FIRST OVER - 50S RESORT IN VICTORIA, GEMLIFE WOODEND,
HAS REACHED THE FINAL STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT AFTER JUST TWO AND
A HALF YEARS.
Thanks to accelerated sales and
enquiries following the grand opening
of the lakeside country club and public
open day in May, a special expressions
of interest event will be held on
Wednesday, 25 August for the sale of
GemLife Woodend’s last stage sites and
homes.
Sales Manager Ali Rice said growing
awareness as well as excellent word-ofmouth had generated strong demand
from buyers impressed with the GemLife
difference.
“In Victoria, there is nothing like what
GemLife offers. The quality of the homes
and facilities are above and beyond
what’s available in the market, plus the
transparent financial model is novel and
very appealing. It’s so good that people
often ask “what’s the catch?” she said.
“We were delighted with the
extraordinary response to the new
country club and the many glowing
comments we received.”
Ali said the resort’s location, a 60-minute
drive from Melbourne and nestled in
20 The Gem

the foothills of Victoria’s spectacular
Macedon Ranges, was also proving to be a
major drawcard.
Woodend is a small historic country town
close to local wineries, restaurants and
cafés, and is home to a cosmopolitan
café culture, an active arts scene, wine
and book stores, and fantastic local and
gourmet produce. Steeped in history
stretching back to the Victorian gold rush
of the mid-1800s, the town has a heritage
feel and is peppered with scenic parks
and gardens and is well-known for the
famous and iconic Hanging Rock.
“The upcoming expressions of interest
event will be the last chance for people
to secure a home and enjoy the idyllic
lifestyle on offer here at GemLife,” said Ali.
Final Stage sites will feature one of 12
home designs, including five bespoke
designs, each selected to make the
most of its location. An extensive range
of stunning, modern two and threebedroom homes will be on offer, all
boasting premium standard inclusions,
including Smeg appliances, ultra-high
ceilings, and window furnishings.

How the EOI event will work
Attendees will receive a comprehensive information pack upon arrival
which will contain a list of all the available sites along with the home
design details and a pricelist. Guests will also receive a preference sheet in
order to select and submit their top five home and site choices at the end
of the session, which will include an informative presentation.
After the event
The GemLife Woodend Sales Team will contact attendees after the event
about their preferences. After making a final choice, buyers can reserve
a home and site by putting down a $1000 fully refundable deposit. The
deposit will secure the selected site for three days, after which buyers will
be required to sign a conditional contract should they wish to proceed.

GemLife Woodend Final Stage Release
Expressions of Interest Event
Wednesday, 25 August | Two sessions available
Registrations for this special event are essential and places are
limited due to State Government density requirements. For more
event information and to register, visit gemlife.com.au/gwdevent

www.gemlife.com.au
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What’s the
difference?

Lifestyle resorts versus retirement villages
THERE ARE MANY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OVER - 50s LIFESTYLE RESORTS AND RETIREMENT
VILLAGES – QUITE A FEW MAY SURPRISE YOU. SO, LET’S DIVE IN!

Age is certainly a big consideration. Retirement
villages, where you must be semi-retired or retired
to qualify for entry, require you to be over 55 to
move in – and this tends to skew residents older.
But residents of over 50s resorts don’t need to
be retired to buy a home within a resort. They
can still be working full or part-time and this
attracts more active, younger buyers who have
chosen resort living not because they want to slow
down, but because they want to downsize their
responsibilities to upsize their lifestyle.
Age aside, the biggest difference between lifestyle
resorts and retirement villages is in the fees. The
former sets you up for the future and the other
could actually dramatically impact your ‘later years’
lifestyle.
Author and finance expert, Rachel Lane explains
the differences in a clear and compelling way.
“My advice is to break it down to the ingoing,
the ongoing, and the outgoing costs of each.
The ingoing amount is normally straightforward
– the amount paid for your home or unit.”
The ongoing cost in a retirement village is the
general service charge, while in a lifestyle resort it
is the site fees. The unique ‘land lease’ ownership
model in a resort allows you to own your own
home and lease your land, putting a new luxury
home affordably within your reach.
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“The greatest confusion between the two comes
from ‘outgoing’ exit fees. GemLife resorts have no
entry or exit fees. All retirement villages have exit
fees, also called deferred management fees (DMF).
They accrue over a period of time and are typically
anywhere between 25 per cent and 50 per cent
after ten years. Retirement villages may also take
a share of your capital gain when you exit, so you
also need to factor that in,” explains Rachel Lane.
Choosing a GemLife resort has a number of
financial benefits:
•

No stamp duty fees on your purchase

•

No ongoing council rates

•

No exit fees or DMF on exit

•

You own your home and keep 100% of your
capital gain

•

The land lease model means there is a more
affordable upfront price point

•

Your home is part of your estate as a willable
asset

•

A portion of site fees may also be covered by
government rent assistance

CASE STUDY
HOW DOES OWNING A HOUSE IN A GEMLIFE OVER - 50s LUXURY LIFESTYLE RESORT COMPARE
WITH OWNING A HOME IN A RETIREMENT VILLAGE WHEN YOU EXIT AFTER TEN YEARS?
SOMETIMES WHAT CAN SEEM CHEAPER ACTUALLY ENDS UP BEING MORE EXPENSIVE.

GEMLIFE RESORT

RETIREMENT VILLAGE
Purchase price $500,000

Purchase price $584,000
Site Fees $185p/wk
*Rent Assistance $65.80p/wk**

vs

Value in 10 years’ time
$671,958

Value in 10 years’ time
$784,847

Assumed selling costs @2.5%
$16,798

Assumed selling costs @2.5%
$19,621
No exit fees
$0

vs

Exit fees
10-year stay
30% DMF (Deferred Management Fee)
calculated on sale price of $671,958
$201,587
Capital gain $171,958

Capital gain $200,847

Village capital gain share
50% – $85,979

Resort capital gain share
N/A – You keep 100%

Village calculation $671,958

Resort calculation $784,847

Less selling cost
$16,798
Less DMF $201,587
Less village capital gain share $85,979

Less selling cost
$19,621

Total site fees x 10 years
with rent assistance
$61,984

Rent Assistance $0
Assumed Capital Growth @3.0%p.a

Assumed Capital Growth @3.0%p.a

What you get back
$765,226 (no exit fees)

General Service Charge $130p/wk

vs

What you get back
$367,594 (after exit fees)
Total site fees x 10 years
without rent assistance
$67,600

*For people who are eligible to receive an
Australian Income Support Payment.
**Figure based on a couple
www.gemlife.com.au

JULY 2021

23

THE GEM - JULY 2021

Running for charity
and fitness
Age no barrier for inspirational
runner Robyn

TAKING UP RUNNING AT 64 COULD SEEM AN INSURMOUNTABLE CHALLENGE
FOR SOME, BUT GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND RESIDENT ROBYN BELL DID JUST THAT,
UNFAZED BY HER AGE.
Urged on by her daughter Rebecca,
44, who had been a marathon runner
herself, the grandmother of six took
up the challenge five years ago with
enthusiasm, although she admits that
initially it seemed a little daunting.
“I wasn’t sure how I would go but my
daughter was helping to raise money for
a new hospice for terminally ill children
in Brisbane called Hummingbird House
which opened two years ago. She came
up with the idea to start a running team
to help with the fundraising. That was
the reason I started running in the first
place,” she said.
Robyn says she was a real novice, but the
running group put her on track as far as
knowing the right way to progress in the
sport.

Raising money for the hospice has since
seen Robyn and Rebecca compete in
many running competitions in Australia
and New Zealand.
In 2016, Robyn faced her first big challenge
by running 5km in the Gold Coast
marathon.
“I was part of a team of 300 runners who
wanted to help raise funds. Competitors
ran in various categories ranging from
5km to the full marathon and we raised
$30,000 for the hospice,” said Robyn.
Within two years, Robyn had found her
stride and was competing in the half
marathon on the Gold Coast, Sunshine
Coast and in Noosa.
She also competed in the 5km event in
this year’s Gold Coast Running Festival as
part of the GemLife team.

“They virtually taught me to run. It’s easy
to say you want to run but there are so
many things you need to know such
as how to breathe correctly and run
effectively.”

“I worked my way up to the longer runs
while also getting more interested in the
fitness aspect. Other people do things
like skiing or the gym to keep fit but I just
wanted to stay fit by running.”

At first, Robyn would run for a while and
then walk, repeating it over-and-over
again until eventually she could run for a
full kilometre.

It must be working because in 2019 Robyn,
who will celebrate her 50th wedding
anniversary with husband Shane on 11
December this year, joined her daughter
in a challenging marathon across trails and
roads in Queenstown, New Zealand.

“You have to build up slowly,” said Robyn.
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“I was 68 and did my first full
marathon of 42.2km in 5 hours
and 32 minutes. My daughter ran
the whole marathon with me to
encourage me to reach the finish
line,” said Robyn.
The inspirational run saw both
Robyn and Rebecca become
ambassadors for Fisiocrem,
a company that sells natural
products for muscle relief.
The company also sponsored
Robyn in the recently held Gold
Coast 30 at Main Beach in which
she placed third in the 60-69 age
group for 7.5km.
Robyn, who runs at least three
times a week and competes in
the internationally popular Park
Runs on weekends for which
she has just completed her 50th
event, says she is extremely
fortunate to have the full support
of her husband.
www.gemlife.com.au

“Shane is an amputee but that
hasn’t stopped him from walking
with me in the Hummingbird
team events. He supports me 100
per cent, although his first love
is Harley Davidson motorcycles
and travelling, a passion we both
share.”
Robyn says that as a result of her
love for running the couple have
greatly expanded their friendship
circle and are fitter and healthier
than they could ever have
imagined.
“The best thing about running
is that it clears your mind, it
relieves any stress, keeps you fit
and makes you feel good about
life and yourself. I thoroughly
recommend it, especially as you
get older. If you can’t run, just
walk.”
JULY 2021
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Marvellous
Maroochydore
Fast-selling resort releases
final stage

GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS, ONE OF GEMLIFE’S FASTEST - SELLING
RESORTS, IS SET TO RELEASE ITS LAST STAGE THIS MONTH.

GemLife Maroochy Quays Sales Manager Joanne
Michalowsky said the resort, originally expected to
be a six-year project, would be completed in just
four years following extraordinarily strong sales
since its late 2018 launch.
The Final Stage, which includes 14 lakeside sites
with sweeping water views, will feature a range of
stylish, modern home designs. The lakeside sites
will feature stunning new home designs created to
take full advantage of the sublime lake views.
“For buyers thinking about embracing over-50s
resort-style living, this will be the last chance to
buy a home at our popular resort,” Jo said.
“The location together with our beautiful highquality homes, along with the fantastic spread
of facilities at the resort, have been a winning
formula for over-50s buyers. The friendliness and
vibrancy of our growing community here has also
been something that new homeowners frequently
comment on,” she said.
“For anyone who’s been wondering whether over50s’ resort living is for them, I’d say do not hesitate
to come take a look. Like so many first-time visitors
to the resort, I guarantee that your expectations
will be exceeded.”
26

The Gem

Country Club and facilities
Final Stage homeowners will also be able to enjoy
the full suite of all the resort’s facilities, with the
two-storey, lakeside country club having been
completed before they move in.
The luxurious, ultra-modern country club
boasts stunning views across the resort’s private
1.68-hectare lake, Lake Kuluin, and the serene
natural bushland beyond.
Facilities will include an indoor pool and spa,
sauna, fully equipped gym, floodlit tennis court,
ten-pin bowling alley, luxury cinema, bar and
lounge, virtual golf and much more.
The country club will add to the facilities at the
GemLife Maroochy Quays Summer House, opened
in late 2020, which features a magnesium-enriched
outdoor lagoon-style pool with sunlounges and
stylish outdoor lounge seating, barbecue area with
poolside dining, and much more.
Nestled between the Maroochy River and Eudlo
Creek Reserve, GemLife Maroochy Quays is a
private, tranquil oasis that offers vibrant coastal
living in one of the Sunshine Coast’s most soughtafter areas.

GemLife Maroochy Quays
Final Stage Release Event
Thursday, 15 July from 2:00pm to 4:00pm
For more event information and to register,
visit gemlife.com.au/gmdevent

www.gemlife.com.au
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Learn to master your
Smeg kitchen appliances
COOK LIKE A CHEF AND MASTER YOUR
KITCHEN APPLIANCES AT ONE OF GEMLIFE’S
UPCOMING SMEG DEMONSTRATIONS.
GemLife chef Matt Conquest has been fronting
GemLife’s fully customised Smeg demonstration
sessions since September last year, showing over
500 residents how to get the most of their home
appliances including their ovens and cooktops.
“GemLife’s kitchens have everything a home cook

needs – the Smeg appliances are streamlined and
super functional. The state-of-the-art induction
cooktops are top-notch,” Matt said.
“The set-up of the homes’ kitchens is wonderful
and having high-quality equipment makes cooking
more intuitive and pleasurable.”
GemLife takes pride in its extensive offering of
premium inclusions as standard, and kitchens
are well equipped to ensure even the most
demanding gastrophile has a great cooking
experience.

If you have not already attended a demonstration to master your Smeg kitchen appliances and up
your home cooking game, email Lisa Grant, Lifestyle and Events Coordinator, at events@gemlife.com.au
to register your interest.

GEMLIFE SHOP

Shopping
just got easier
28
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We did it!

Over $7000 raised for Cancer Council Australia

GEMLIFE GENEROSITY HAS BEEN IN FULL FORCE FOR CANCER COUNCIL AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST
MORNING TEA, WITH CURRENT AND FUTURE RESIDENTS, EMPLOYEES, FAMILY AND FRIENDS
RAISING A WHOPPING $7194, TOPPING OUR $6000 TARGET.
Contributions from across the country came in from morning teas, raffles, sweepstakes, baked good sales,
direct donations, as well as GemLife’s Lamington Drive and dollar-match donation day. Australia’s Biggest
Morning Tea is one of the Cancer Council’s biggest and most popular annual fundraising initiatives,
helping fund research, prevention, and support services for those affected by cancer. GemLife would like
to thank everyone who kindly contributed to smashing our 2021 target!
Thank you to our kind contributors
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ali Rice
Andre De Does
Andrew Coulter
Ashmit Thakral
Ben Livingstone
Brian & Caroline Krutli
Bob McVey
David & Wendy McKay
Gavin Armstrong
Gerald Keatinge
GemLife Administration
GemLife Bribie Island
Emerald Avenue
GemLife Bribie Island
Team Turquoise
GemLife Gold Coast
Morning Tea Fundraiser
GemLife Head Office
Morning Tea

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

GemLife Highfields
Morning Tea Fundraiser
GemLife Interior Design
Team
GemLife Lamington Drive
GemLife Maroochy Quays
Morning Tea
GemLife Pacific Paradise
High Tea Fundraiser
GemLife Rainbow Beach
Morning Tea Fundraiser
Haji Mustafa
John & Jenny Suttor
Joy
Kellie Uthmann
Kirsty White
Leesa Kennedy
Lesli Bencze
Lisa Grant

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Liz
Lorna Swinstead
Maureen McIlquham
Olivia
Raymond Biggs
Raymond Rutherford
Rodney Cupples
Samuel Turner-Dauncey
Shannon O’Meara
Stephen & Lesley Szendrodi
Taylor Scott
Toni Glavocih

And a shout-out to our
anonymous donors too!

SHOPPING FOR YOUR GEMLIFE MERCH HAS JUST BECOME A

Ready to shop?

WHOLE LOT EASIER THANKS TO A GEMLIFE SHOP UPGRADE.

Take a look at our quality men’s and
women’s apparel, including puffer vests
and polo shirts, winter-friendly beanies and
scarves, plus handy wine cooler bags, beach
towels, caps, lawn bowls’ polishing cloths
and much more.

GemLife Shop is now a complete online shopping experience where
you can browse the full range of GemLife products 24-7 and pay for
purchases with your credit card just like at any other online store.
Say goodbye to old-school order forms, shopping on GemLife Shop
is now a simple and seamless process with automated payment
confirmations, tax invoices, and all the other typical conveniences
you’ve come to expect of an online store.

www.gemlife.com.au

Check out the brand-new GemLife Shop at
www.gemlife.com.au/gemlifeshop

JULY 2021
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GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND

Sales Manager’s
Message
THE EXCITEMENT CONTINUES TO BUILD AS WE APPROACH
THE COMPLETION OF GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND’S FIFTH AND
FINAL STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION.
The resort’s popularity began right from the
beginning with residents delighted with the
quality of homes, superior inclusions, great range
of activities right on their doorstep and of course,
this superb location at Bongaree, Bribie Island.
Residents are involved in so many terrific activities
such as fishing, yoga, dancing, fitness classes,
swimming, golf and so much more, and just love
the country club and everything it lends to this
beautiful lifestyle.
We are within walking distance to shopping
facilities, medical amenities, transport hubs,
restaurants and cafes, and enjoy captivating views
of the adjacent national parkland and shimmering
waters of Dux Lake.
It seems every day brings something new and
exciting for residents with the latest being the
arrival of Peter and Britta from The Village Deli,
Bongaree, who began running our GemLife cafe
early in June.

Kangaroos captured
Keen photographer, resident Bev Sundstrom,
captured this terrific shot of kangaroos
grazing peacefully by the GemLike Bribie
Island fence-line. Kangaroos are just one of
the many native Aussie animals that make
their home on Bribie Island. Other wildlife
includes wallabies, a variety of gliders,
potoroos, bandicoots, echidna, and more.
Thanks for sharing this great photo, Bev!

30 The Gem

If you would like to make an appointment to view
our amazing facilities and see why our residents
chose GemLife Bribie Island as their new home,
don’t delay. We offer you the opportunity to enjoy
a complimentary morning tea with some of our
current residents.
Please call now to schedule your booking and
don’t forget to bring a friend along. This is an
experience that should be shared!
Glenys Lowry
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND SALES TEAM
Glenys Lowry, Sales Manager
M 0436 010 495 | E glenys@gemlife.com.au
Michelle Rochow, Sales Consultant
M 0447 411 691 | E michelle@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gbi

BRIBIE ISLAND S O CIAL

Image: www.brisbanewhalewatching.com.au

BRIBIE ISLAND FEATURE HOUSE

Marina
VILLA 25
COLOUR SCHEME: NAUTILUS

$1,000,000

Moreton Bay’s whale
watching season arrives
Moreton Bay’s whale watching season swung into action
last month with sightings of the first pods of whales in
the region’s famous ‘humpback highway’.
Brisbane Whale Watching, a well-known local tourism
company that has provided whale watching experiences
in the region for 25 years, has already reported hundreds
of bookings for the season, with nature lovers keen to
witness the breathtaking sight of whales breaching along
the Moreton Bay coastline.
Every year whales travel up the coast to escape the
Antarctic chill and to give birth in the warm, calm waters
off Hervey Bay, with Moreton Bay acknowledged as one
of the world’s best whale watching destinations.

The new lakefront design, the
Marina, masters the art of living well.
Construction of this exclusive home,
one of only two lakefront designs in
Stage Five, is set to commence soon
and will feature a superb selection of
bespoke inclusions for the discerning
buyer. The gourmet kitchen, fitted
with premium Smeg appliances and
a walk-in pantry, forms the heart of
the home. Fluid, functional dining
and living spaces open onto the large,
airy alfresco area, bringing outdoor
functions into the home and making
the Marina an excellent choice for
entertainers. A celebration of comfort
and style, the master bedroom, with
walk-through wardrobe and doublevanity ensuite bathroom, is located
at the rear of the home. A spare
bedroom and a multipurpose room
give you the freedom to create a
home that reflects your new way of
life. The Marina also features a front
porch and a bonus courtyard off the
laundry room.

Of all the great whales, the Humpback is the most
‘surface-active’, displaying behaviour that will leave
onlookers in awe and about 30,000 humpback whales
are expected to travel along the coast this season.

For more information visit:
www.brisbanewhalewatching.com.au
www.gemlife.com.au
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“Seeing a whale on TV is nothing like the power of
seeing these majestic animals in real life, we regularly
get grown adults crying and saying it’s one of the best
things they’ve seen in their life, it’s a real bucket list thing
to do.”
Departing from Redcliffe Jetty, there are a variety of
tours available during the whale watching season which
takes place between June and November.

BATH
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Captain Kerry Lopez of Brisbane Whale Watching said
since 1996 he had watched whale numbers grow from
just 2000 to over 33,000 today.

2
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Call our sales team on 1800 193 177
to arrange an inspection.
JULY 2021
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GEMLIFE MARO O CHY QUAYS

Sales Manager’s
Message
WINTER HAS WELL AND TRULY ARRIVED, AND DESPITE
A FEW COLDER THAN USUAL DAYS, WINTER REMAINS A
TERRIFIC TIME OF YEAR HERE ON THE SUNSHINE COAST.
In fact, it is one of the loveliest seasons with mild,
sunny weather and, finally, we can pull out our
doonas from storage for a couple of weeks!
Over the past month we have had huge interest
in our new two-storey home designs. Two of
these beautiful villas are already occupied and
we send a hearty congratulations to our happy
homeowners!
Stage Two is now sold out and Stage Three has a
limited number of sites available. We have had
fantastic feedback on the exclusive new Stage Three
designs that perfectly capture the resort’s serene
natural bush outlook from the green-view sites.
We are very much looking forward to the
imminent release of the last stage here at GemLife
Maroochy Quays, Stage Four, in what will be the
resort’s final release. The Final Stage Release
event taking place on Thursday, 15 July is not to
be missed if you’re keen to secure the home and
lifestyle of your dreams at our fast-selling over-50s

resort. Be sure to register as places are limited
(event and registration details below).
Last month we welcomed Suz O’Callaghan of
GemLife Bribie Island to our team. Suz will be
helping out three days a week, and continuing to
work at Bribie Island for two days a week. We are
glad to have her onboard.
If you are thinking of embracing a whole new life
on the Sunshine Coast, call our friendly sales team
today to book your private appointment.
Joanne Michalowsky
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS SALES TEAM
Joanne Michalowsky, Sales Manager
M 0447 546 271 | E joanne@gemlife.com.au
Julie-Anne Turner, Sales Consultant
M 0427 891 573 | E julie-anne@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gmd

THURSDAY, 15 JULY 2:00PM TO 4:00PM

CH LA
A N ST
CE
!

Maroochy Quays Final Release

GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS | 6 CHARLSTON PLACE, MAROOCHYDORE
Last chance to secure the home and lifestyle of your dreams
Don’t miss out on securing the home and lifestyle of your dreams at our fast-selling
Maroochydore resort! If you’re ready to enjoy truly exceptional over-50s living on the Sunshine
Coast, join us for the GemLife Maroochy Quays Final Stage release event. With an impressive
range of stylish, modern home designs, including several superb lakeside sites with beautiful
water views, this is an event you won’t want to miss.

Register online at GemLife.com.au/gmdevent by Friday, 9 July
32

The Gem

MAROOCHY QUAYS UPDATE

MAROOCHY QUAYS FEATURE HOME

Ensign
FACADE ONE

$605,000

Images for illustration purposes only

Country Club sneak-peek
Maroochy Quays residents had their first look inside the
resort’s lakeside country club last month, seizing the
opportunity for a sneak-peek of the facilities to come
during a special tour led by Site Foreman Gavin Wilkie.
The sleek, contemporary architecture of the resort’s
two-storey country club features plenty of floor-toceiling windows to maximise water and green views
across Lake Kuluin and the natural bushland beyond.

Experience the power of good design
in the Ensign, a beautiful, right-size
home that lets you simplify your
life. Available only in Stage Two, this
stylish, practical two-bedroom plus
multipurpose room home combines
the easy flow of open-plan living with
a modern, sophisticated aesthetic.
Luxe fittings and finishes enhance
the interiors, including premium
appliances in the central kitchen
which features a designer island
bench and walk-in pantry. Sleep
peacefully in a spacious master
bedroom with private double-vanity
ensuite bathroom and walk-in
wardrobe. Step outside into your
large, tranquil north-facing alfresco
area or slide back the two sets
of stacker doors to enjoy indooroutdoor living in the Sunshine Coast’s
mild subtropical climate. The alfresco
also boasts a louvered roofing system
to give you as much sun or shade as
you want. The Ensign has a double
garage with extra storage.

GemLife Maroochy Quays Sales Manager Jo Michalowsky
said great design underscored the vision for the resort’s
country club to create modern, stylish yet functional
spaces that elevated over-50s living.
“It’s going to be incredible, and now that the scaffolding
has come down and we are in the final stages of
construction, the anticipation is really mounting among
residents for the official opening!” she said.
Facilities in and around the country club include an
indoor pool and spa, sauna, fully equipped gym, floodlit
tennis court, ten-pin bowling alley, luxury cinema, bar
and lounge, virtual golf, library, creative arts studio, an
over-the-water jetty area with outdoor seating, and
much more.

2+

MPR

2

2

1

To view this and other designs, and
to reserve your site, contact our sales
team on 1800 982 056.
www.gemlife.com.au
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GEMLIFE PACIFIC PARADISE

Sales Manager’s
Message
FRIENDSHIP IS THE THEME OF THIS MONTH’S GEMLIFE
NEWSLETTER AND IS SOMETHING WHICH RESIDENTS HERE
AT GEMLIFE PACIFIC PARADISE CAN CERTAINLY RELATE.
We know how important friendships are and
there are certainly plenty that have been made
within our resort.
To give you an idea, during the past year we have
had two brothers and a sister from the same
family move into three homes in the resort along
with friends that met while on holidays, residents
who were childhood friends from school that
were surprised to see each other at our launch
and both decided to purchase, and people that
lived in the same suburb to each other prior to
moving in.
It is so great to see a resort full of people that are
like-minded, get on so well together and lend a
helping hand when needed.
Residents also enjoy many activities together
ranging from walks, runs, cycling and golf to bus
trips on the fabulous Sunshine Coast. There is
just so much happening and to see and what
better way to experience it than in the company
of friends?

Stage Two
Final Release

Friendships are also highly visible at major events
within the resort including Friday happy hours
which, even on these cooler nights, have proven
to be a big hit.
It won’t be long now before residents can come
together and socialise in our fabulous new
Paradise Pavilion which will feature everything
from a club room, bar, games room, workshop
and tennis court to a beautiful outdoor
entertainment area and pool with its own private
deck. Plenty of opportunities to make new
friends here!
Victoria Dent
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE PACIFIC PARADISE SALES
Victoria Dent, Sales Manager
M 0412 131 832 | E victoria@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gpp

THURSDAY, 29 JULY

4:00PM – 6:00PM

Twin Waters Golf Club
151 Ocean Drive, Twin Waters

Don’t miss out on securing the home and lifestyle of your dreams at our exclusive premium
resort, GemLife Pacific Paradise. If you’re ready to enjoy the very best of over-50s living on
the Sunshine Coast, join us for the Stage Two final release VIP launch event. With a range of
spacious, extra luxurious modern home designs, all with ultra-high ceilings and upgraded
inclusions, this is an event you won’t want to miss!
Registrations are essential.
To secure a spot at this special VIP launch event, be sure to register soon.

Register online at GemLife.com.au/gppevent by Friday, 23 July
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PACIFIC PARADISE UPDATE

Paradise
Pavilion nearing
completion
Construction on the GemLife
Pacific Paradise Pavilion has been
powering ahead and excitement
is mounting as the building draws
closer to completion. With plenty
of sunlounges and outdoor seating,
the resort-style pool area promises
to be a favourite hang-out space to
soak in a dose of vitamin D and take
a refreshing dip in the magnesiuminfused outdoor pool.

Image for illustration purposes only
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Former Ironman
champ welcomes
new residents
You never know who’ll you bump
into on the beaches of the Sunshine
Coast. Former Ironman champ
Darren Mercer took a break from the
surf at iconic Noosa Beach to say
hello to new GemLife residents Ian
and Lyndell and wish them all the
best for the next stage of their lives
at GemLife Pacific Paradise. “We get
such fantastic weather here all the
time. Where else would you want to
be!” said Darren.

www.gemlife.com.au
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GEMLIFE PALMWO ODS

Sales Manager’s
Message
WELCOME TO ANOTHER BEAUTIFUL MONTH HERE IN THE
SUNSHINE COAST HINTERLAND!
The winter months are relatively mild in Palmwoods,
typically ranging between 10 and 20 degrees,
making it a great time of year to explore the great
outdoors and enjoy delicious winter warming fare
at the many wonderful restaurants in the region.
Last month we were thrilled to see construction
get underway on GemLife Palmwoods entryway
with civil works progressing well. The entry
to GemLife Palmwoods promises to be very
impressive thanks to the magnificent mountain
backdrop in the distance. Once the resort is ready,
what a great view to come home to!
The anticipation is growing among our current
contract holders for building to begin, and many
are currently finalising their home design plans
and colour selections.
It’s been wonderful to see many of our future
homeowners getting to know each other better
and forming friendships at the various GemLife
events and get-togethers. These friendships make
settling into a new home and starting a new life
much more fun and form networks of support
right from the beginning.
We would like to welcome you to join us on one
of our regular bus tours to GemLife Bribie Island

or GemLife Maroochy Quays to view the resorts’
facilities and display homes. These tours give
people a better feel for what to expect at GemLife
Palmwoods. The bus tours include morning
tea and you will also have the opportunity to
chat with your potential future neighbours and
residents already enjoying the GemLife lifestyle.
If you couldn’t make the bus tour on Thursday, 1
July, contact either myself or Leisa on the numbers
or emails below, to ask about the next dates.
If you are considering a whole new life in the
Sunshine Coast hinterland, call the sales team to
book your private appointment today.
Liz Millroy
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE PALMWOODS SALES TEAM
Liz Millroy, Sales Manager
M 0437 169 379 | E liz@gemlife.com.au
Leisa Parsons-Young, Sales Consultant
M 0427 066 277 | E leisa@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gpw

PALMWO ODS FEATURE HOME

Pollia

FACADE THREE

$597,500
Optimally designed for life in the hinterland, seamless
indoor-outdoor living takes centre stage in this timeless
home. The light-filled, designer kitchen, with walk-in pantry
and oversized island bench, flows onto the living and dining
spaces which feature soaring cathedral ceilings. The living
spaces overlook the courtyard and alfresco area, flooding
the home with natural light and bringing the outdoors in.
The master bedroom, with ensuite bathroom and walk-in
wardrobe, opens onto the alfresco area creating a tranquil
retreat and the perfect spot to enjoy a cup of coffee or tea.
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To view this and other designs, and to reserve your site,
contact our sales team on 1800 718 414.
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PALMWO ODS UPDATE

Gemlife kicking goals
for women’s soccer
YOUNG SOCCER PLAYERS AT PALMWOODS
ON THE SUNSHINE COAST ARE PROUDLY
WEARING UNIFORMS EMBLAZONED WITH
THE GEMLIFE LOGO.
GemLife showed its support for the local
community by sponsoring the Under 13s and two
Under 16s representative women’s soccer teams.
Palmwoods Warriors Football Club President
and team coach Taryn Powell said GemLife’s
sponsorship saw all 45 members of three women’s
soccer teams outfitted with new training shirts.
“The girls look fabulous and were so excited, they
couldn’t take the smiles off their faces when they
wore them for the first time! It means so much
for someone like GemLife to come on board
and sponsor the girls,” said Taryn, who has been
volunteering her time to coach the Under 16s for
more than a decade.
The club, which was first established as part of the
Sunshine Coast Churches Association competition
in 1970 has 272 players in 24 teams ranging from
Under 6s to adults.
Many of their players have gone on to compete in
www.gemlife.com.au

state and national championships and in 2019,
the club produced six state representatives.
“This is incredible for a little club such as ours,”
said Taryn, who also has two boys and three girls
of her own that all play soccer.
Taryn said GemLife Palmwoods residents would
be welcome to come down to the ground, which
is located only 5km away in Jubilee Drive, to cheer
on the girls or to volunteer for the many odd jobs
associated with the club and the game of soccer.
“Getting involved with our players, their matches
and the club could also help build some great
connections between GemLife residents, our
players and other people in the local community,
and our kids could learn so much from their life
experiences,” she said.
JULY 2021
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GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS

Sales Manager’s
Message
IT’S HARD TO BELIEVE THAT WE ARE ALREADY HALF WAY
THROUGH THE YEAR AND WHAT A MASSIVE YEAR IT HAS
BEEN FOR THE SALES TEAM!
As the word spreads about the terrific lifestyle on
offer at our beautiful rural resort, enquiries and
home sales have been booming. In the first half
of 2021 we have had double the number of sales
compared to the same period last year!

GemLife Highfields was thrilled to celebrate a
major milestone last month, welcoming our 100th
homeowners. A big congratulations to Bert and
Caroline on starting the next exciting chapter of
their lives!

Last month we had a very successful Biggest
Morning Tea event for Cancer Council Australia.
We were all treated to a scrumptious morning
tea, homemade by residents, and, with our Resort
Manager Cheryl at the helm, our homeowners and
invited guests had a fantastic time with teacup
sweepstakes and entertaining quizzes. See below
for more details.

If you are ready to start a whole new life in
beautiful Highfields, do not hesitate to contact
Jenny or I for a private tour of our superb facilities
and display homes. You are guaranteed to fall in
love with our idyllic location.

Building of future residents’ homes in stages three
and four, as well as pre-built homes, has been
charging ahead. Homeowners have been excited
to see their move-in dates draw ever nearer. For
buyers interested in more information about our
pre-built homes, contact Jenny or I to find out what
home designs will be available and what dates they
are expected to be completed.

Fundraising fun
for Cancer Council
Generous GemLife Highfields’ residents raised over
$700 last month for Cancer Council Australia’s
Biggest Morning Tea at a fun-filled fundraiser!
Residents and guests rallied for the tea-riffic event
which included a raffle, a ‘tea cup sweepstakes’,
the sale of delicious morning tea tasting plates,
and donations at the door.
Congratulations to the sweepstake’s winners
Rhonda Kiehne, Henry Ryman and Esme Gallatly.
Thank you to all those who donated money, food,
and their valuable time to contribute to this
important cause, and an extra thank you to Esme
who gave all her winnings to the Cancer Council
and Henry for donating half of his winnings. How’s
that for GemLife generosity!
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Rachael Benham 					
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS SALES TEAM
Rachael Benham, Sales Manager
M 0437 256 745 | E rachael@gemlife.com.au
Jenny Rickwood, Sales Consultant
M 0436 011 527 | E jenny@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/ghf

HIGHFIELDS S O CIAL

HIGHFIELDS FEATURE HOUSE

Hibiscus
VILLA 134, FACADE TWO
COLOUR SCHEME: HABITAT

$469,000

Celebrating our 100th
homeowners

The superb layout offers all the
features of a larger home; a double
garage, three spacious bedrooms
and a large open-plan kitchen,
living and dining area - all with
exceptional storage and flooded
with natural light. This Hibiscus
home, currently under construction,
features a gourmet kitchen with
Smeg appliances and a large island
bench that makes it ideal for
entertaining family and friends. With
a large alfresco and bonus courtyard,
outdoor living is a delight all year
round.

GemLife Highfields marked a milestone celebration last
month, welcoming the resort’s 100th homeowners, Bert
and Caroline Boughton! Congratulations to the happy
couple and all the best for the new adventures that lie
ahead.

Winning picture
Congratulations to GemLife Highfields’ Robyn Ernest,
co-winner of the monthly photo contest for the GemLife
2022 ‘A Whole New Life’ calendar. Robyn’s charming and
picturesque picture of the Old Bourke Bridge over the
Darling River has won her a bottle of wine and a chance to
be featured in next year’s calendar. If you’re keen to have
some of your photos featured, the competition has three
more months to go (see back page for details).

www.gemlife.com.au
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To view this and other homes for sale,
or to reserve your site, contact our
sales team on 1800 910 278.
JULY 2021
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GEMLIFE GOLD COA ST

Sales Manager’s
Message
WINTER HAS ARRIVED AND WHERE ELSE WOULD YOU WANT
TO BE OTHER THAN SOUTHEAST QUEENSLAND? WITH
GLORIOUS SUNSHINE TO ENJOY THROUGHOUT MOST DAYS,
WE ARE TRULY LUCKY TO LIVE IN THIS BEAUTIFUL PART OF
AUSTRALIA.
Since the release of our single-level home designs,
future and prospective residents have been busy
securing their selected sites and favourite home
designs which is always an exciting part of the
journey towards homeownership.
Our contract holders cannot wait to downsize,
meet new like-minded people and friends, and
enjoy the fantastic lifestyle and homes on offer at
GemLife Gold Coast.
The site has been busy with activity over the past
month with the state-of-the-art sales experience
centre taking shape (see opposite page for
details).
Kellie and I are looking forward to being able to
give buyers a more immersive sales experience
as soon as the building is completed and show
off all the designer inclusions in the purposebuilt inclusions room. It will be great for future
homeowners to visualise more precisely what
their home will look like.

Get social
Have you joined our Facebook page yet?
If not, you better get clicking! We post
regular news, competitions and updates
all about GemLife – plus plenty of fun too.
You can provide feedback, ask questions and
even meet new people, so join up today!
Visit www.facebook.com/gemliferesort
today to get in on the action!
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If you’d like to explore whether over-50s resortstyle living is for you, we welcome you to drop
into the current sales office for a friendly coffee
and chat, or make a time for an appointment.
Come and see for yourself what’s to come at our
spectacular Gold Coast resort - we have so much
to show you.
Tracey Osborne
Sales Manager

GEMLIFE GOLD COAST SALES
Tracey Osborne, Sales Manager
M 0407 419 078 | E tracey@gemlife.com.au
Kellie Uthmann, Sales Consultant
M 0401 658 375 | E kellie@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/ggc

GOLD COA ST UPDATE

Image for illustration purposes only

State-of-the-art sales centre powers ahead
Construction of GemLife Gold Coast’s state-ofthe-art sales centre has been powering ahead,
with the architecturally designed building starting
to take shape.
The sales centre will give buyers an unmatched,
interactive and immersive experience of the total
lifestyle package on offer at the future Gold Coast
resort.
GemLife Sales Manager Tracey Osborne said the
site had been a hive of activity and the team was
excited to watch construction of the building
progress.
“It will be a sales centre like no other,
meticulously designed to reflect the look and
feel of the completed resort. It will have a
cutting-edge selection room for inclusions and
finishing samples, as well as display home room
recreations,” Tracey said.
“It can be challenging for customers to visualise
and fully comprehend what they are buying while
a site is in the pre-construction phase. The centre
will take away uncertainty by leading them on
www.gemlife.com.au

a richer, more complete journey towards home
ownership,” she said.
“The building has been designed to bring
everything to life so that buyers can see, touch
and experience the feeling of what living at
GemLife Gold Coast will be like.”
A huge circular selection room will showcase
every inclusion on offer within the resort’s homes,
in addition to the colour-scheme options and
finishings - all displayed for a visual and tactile
experience,” he said.
In addition, the centre will feature a functional
display kitchen with luxury appliances, a butler’s
pantry, ensuite bathroom and powder room.
Adjacent to the centre, and rounding off the total
sales experience, will be another unique feature, a
beautifully landscaped outdoor events area with
a huge rotunda-pergola space with a peaceful
reflection garden entryway and lawn.
“The building will be the next closest thing to
actually living in the finished resort,” Tracey said.
JULY 2021
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GEMLIFE TWEED WATER S

Sales Manager’s
Message
WINTER IS A TRULY A TERRIFIC SEASON TO APPRECIATE
THE BEAUTIFUL ENVIRONMENT AT AND SURROUNDING
GEMLIFE TWEED WATERS.
Not only is the resort located in a superb
location with direct access to the Tweed River
and the ocean beyond, but future residents will
also be able to enjoy swimming all-year round
due to the consistent water temperatures. The
average winter water temperature in Tweed
Heads reaches 21 degrees Celsius, and in spring
22 degrees, 26 in summer, and 25 in autumn ideal for all who swim to keep fit and active.
Winter is also a great time to book a local whale
watching tour in Tweed Heads. The season runs
from June through to November every year,
and record numbers of whales are expected
to pass by the coastline in 2021. Humpback
whales leave the cooler waters of the Antarctic,
from which they travel up through the warmer
waters of tropical Queensland and as far as the
Great Barrier Reef to give birth. Experts believe
humpback whale numbers have been increasing
by about 10 per cent each year due to the
cessation of whaling and greater awareness and
education surrounding the species in general.
With this in mind, tour operators are expecting
the 2021 season to be the most active and best
ever! So, if whale watching has been on your
bucket list, this year is the year to do it.

Another popular local event which takes place
in June every year is Cooly Rocks On, Australia’s
largest rock ‘n’ roll and nostalgia festival. For
vintage car enthusiasts, this is a not-to-be-missed
five-day event and well worth putting in your
calendar for next year.
Sites at GemLife Tweed Waters are selling quickly.
For those looking for a single-level home, there
are now just four sites remaining. Contact me
today to find out more about these sites.
If you’re ready to live a whole new life on the
Tweed and want to know more about what is to
come at our boutique over-50s resort, please
contact Ashleigh or myself to book a private
appointment.
Melanie Graham
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE TWEED WATERS SALES
Melanie Graham, Sales Manager
M 0427 633 928 | E melanie@gemlife.com.au
Ashleigh Murtagh, Sales Consultant
M 0429 817 175 | E ashleigh@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gtw

Join one of GemLife Tweed Waters upcoming tours to GemLife Bribie Island
or GemLife Maroochy Quays to see for yourself the lifestyle on offer at our
over-50s resorts.
Guests will be able to stroll the resort grounds, view a variety of display
homes, as well as stunning facilities such as Bribie Island’s award-winning
lakeside country club or Maroochy’s sleek new summer house and outdoor
precinct.
The tours provide a fantastic opportunity for those considering over-50s
resort-style living to get a better feel of what to expect, gain insights into
current residents’ experiences, and see the quality of the homes and facilities
first-hand. If you would like to join an upcoming tour, please contact Ashleigh
Murtagh at ashleigh@gemlife.com.au or 0429 817 175.
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Join an upcoming tour to a GemLife resort

TWEED WATER S S O CIAL

TWEED WATER S FEATURE HOME

Tasman
FACADE ONE

$665,000

Winter walking at Fingal Head
Winter is the ideal season to head to the Fingal Head
Lighthouse and keep warm with a short but pictureperfect hike.
Located only 15 minutes from GemLife Tweed Waters,
the Fingal Head Lighthouse – a still-active lighthouse
that was built in 1872 – can be reached via a short walk
through remnant coastal rainforest. While exploring
the headland, check out the operational lighthouse
and unique rock formations appearing at the base
of the headland. These interesting crescent-shaped
hexagonal columns, known as the Giant’s Causeway, are
made of lava that cooled as it entered the ocean.
The area was named after Fingal in Ireland because the
basalt headland was thought to be similar to the Giants
Causeway there.

The two-bedroom Tasman’s breezy
and spacious layout seamlessly
connects indoor and outdoor
living areas to create the perfect
entertaining space. Designed for a
corner block, this is the last Tasman
design home available. It includes a
generously sized master bedroom,
with walk-in wardrobe and double
vanity ensuite bathroom, along with
an additional bedroom, and a study at
the front of the home away from the
living areas for peace and quiet. The
spacious chef’s kitchen is enhanced
with a walk-in pantry and luxury Smeg
appliances, ideal for entertaining
guests. A two-car garage with extra
storage makes this the ideal right-size
home.

On your walk, which traverses a flat, sandy track shaded
by pandanus palms, watch dolphins play and you might
even get lucky and spot whales during their annual
migration season.
Cook Island and its marine reserve can be seen
offshore, its variety of bird species makes it popular for
birdwatchers.
If you are using Google Maps, search for ‘Fingal Head
Lighthouse and Coastal Reserve’. Enjoy!

Tweed Waters
gets connected
The water supply at GemLife Tweed Waters is now
connected as we move ever-closer to works kicking
off onsite at our boutique lifestyle resort. Stay tuned
for updates!

www.gemlife.com.au
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To view this and other designs, and
to reserve your site, contact our sales
team on 1800 325 226.
JULY 2021
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GEMLIFE RAINB OW BEACH

Sales Manager’s
Message
THE WINTER WEATHER HAS COOLED TEMPERATURES BUT THERE
IS NO SLOWING DOWN GARY AND THE CIVIL CONSTRUCTION
TEAM WHO ARE POWERING AHEAD WITH WORKS.
This is putting us on track to commence home
construction on schedule in August-September.
Our resident construction update events are
proving extremely popular with our most recent,
held at the Port Macquarie Golf Club, extremely
well attended by future homeowners. GemLife
Director of Sales and Marketing Andrew Coulter
was on hand to meet and mingle with guests and
was able to answer their many questions about
the resort, its construction schedules, and what
lies ahead.
Invitations have gone out for our next construction
update on Tuesday, 13 July. If you’ve not had a
chance to RSVP, give myself or Sam a call – we’d
love to see you there. This event is a great way
to meet future neighbours while also hearing
the latest news and updates on how the resort is
progressing.
Meanwhile, we have been kept busy with a range
of activities including the Lifestyle Retirement &
Resort Living Expo held at West Port Bowling Club
which turned out to be a fabulous experience for
all who attended.
Our GemLife stand attracted great interest with
huge numbers of people who are interested in
retiring to this beautiful part of the Mid North
Coast keen to know more about what is on offer
at Gemlife Rainbow Beach including its beautiful
homes, magnificent country club and extensive

A cuppa for a cause
Mmmmm, look at that mouth-watering morning
tea spread! Future and prospective GemLife
Rainbow Beach homeowners enjoyed a tea-rrific
cuppa for a cause, including heavenly homemade treats, at local eatery favourite the Bonny
Hills Garden Centre Café, all while raising money
for Cancer Council Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea.
Thank you to everyone who kindly donated to
this important cause.

44 The Gem

facilities. The location, just minutes from stunning
beaches, ocean-front subtropical rainforest,
protected national parks and the State’s second
largest estuarine lagoon, proved a real drawcard.
Several new contracts were signed as a result.
Sites are disappearing fast in the resort’s Stage
One release with plans for the first 30 homes
already submitted for building approval, so get in
quick to secure a site as they are limited.
It is also great to report the Lake Cathie Ladies
Bowls tournament, sponsored by GemLife
Rainbow Beach, was a great success with bowlers
enjoying the day’s fantastic weather.
Learn more about the amazing over-50s lifestyle
resort at GemLife Rainbow Beach by contacting
Sam or I today. We look forward to introducing
you to a whole new life on the Mid North Coast.
Craig Dixon
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE RAINBOW BEACH SALES
Craig Dixon, Sales Manager
M 0417 261 100 | E craigd@gemlife.com.au
Samantha Lingham, Sales Consultant
M 0408 571 755 | E sam@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/grb

RAINB OW BEACH S O CIAL

RAINB OW BEACH FEATURE HOME

Macquarie
FACADE ONE

$624,000

Image: www.timbertown.com.au

Winter Steam Fair
There is always plenty to do on the Mid North Coast
but in winter the annual Timbertown Steam Fair in
Wauchope is well worth adding to your daytrip wish list.
The seven-day fair takes place from 1 to 7 July at
Timbertown, a sustainable heritage park that aims to
bring the area’s history alive and is just half an hour away
from GemLife Rainbow Beach.
Along with steam-powered trains, a steam sawmill,
traction engines, and even steamboats, the park will
also put on live demonstrations of rare trades from
yesteryear. This winter enjoy some piping hot damper at
the damper camp, warm yourself by log fires, and listen
to live music, and much more.

The spacious Macquarie home
design ticks all the boxes for lowmaintenance coastal living. Boasting
two bedrooms plus a multipurpose
room and two bathrooms, this stylish
modern design is the epitome of
elegance and functionality. It features
a designer kitchen with island bench,
premium appliances and walk-in
pantry which flows into the inviting
living and dining areas. The most
extravagant of fashionistas is catered
for in the master bedroom which
boasts a spacious walk-in wardrobe
as well as a double-vanity ensuite
bathroom. Enjoy the best of the
Mid North Coast’s sunshine on the
beautifully appointed alfresco area
with vergola-style roof feature.

Historically, Wauchope was an important timber town
and reputedly the home of Australia’s largest blackbutt
forest. The land on which Timbertown stands was once
owned by the Bain family of Scotland, one of the first
European families to settle in the district.
Whether you’re a history buff or not, the Timbertown
Steam Fair will be sure to have something to pique
your interest.
Attractions will vary daily, for details visit
www.timbertown.com.au
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To view this and other designs, and
to reserve your site, contact our sales
team on 1800 718 413.
www.gemlife.com.au
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GEMLIFE WO ODEND

Sales Manager’s
Message
IT’S HARD TO BELIEVE THAT NEXT MONTH WE WILL BE
LAUNCHING THE FINAL STAGE RELEASE AT GEMLIFE
WOODEND AFTER JUST TWO AND A HALF YEARS.
The sales team is very excited to be hosting
the upcoming Final Stage Release EOI event on
Wednesday, 25 August for the sale of the resort’s
last homes (see bottom of page for details). This
special event represents the last opportunity for
buyers to secure themselves a home and site in
our idyllic resort.
GemLife takes great pride in offering high-quality
standard inclusions for its homes, including
features that help keep Woodend homeowners
warm and cosy during the winter season (see
opposite page).
Winter in the Macedon Ranges presents the
perfect opportunity to explore the region’s
fantastic eateries, wineries and cellar doors.
The region is well-known for growing some of the
best cool-climate grapes in Australia and has 28
cellar doors that regularly open for wine tasting.
Most are family-owned, boutique wineries which
means visitors can get a unique, personalised
experience. Wine trail maps can be picked up
at Visitor Information Centres in Woodend and
Kyneton, or alternatively, on the Visit Macedon

Ranges website at www.visitmacedonranges.com/
eat-drink/wineries
Our residential construction team continues to
make steady progress on Stage Three homes and
owners cannot wait to move into their brand-new
homes.
If you’ve been thinking of starting a whole new
life at our beautiful rural resort, do not hesitate
to contact Michelle or I today to book a private
appointment and have all your questions
answered.
Alison Rice
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE WOODEND SALES TEAM
Alison Rice, Sales Manager
M 0409 132 871 | E alison@gemlife.com.au
Michelle Merrett, Sales Consultant
M 0448 730 516 | E michellem@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gwe

Final Stage Release
Expressions of Interest Event
If you’ve been thinking about a whole new life at GemLife Woodend, you won’t want to
miss the chance to secure the home and lifestyle of your dreams at our Final Stage Release
Expressions of Interest (EOI) Event. With a large selection of sites, each featuring one of
12 home designs, including 5 bespoke designs, the final stage release is guaranteed to have
something to suit all tastes. Limited places are available and registration is essential.
WHEN

Wednesday, 25 August

TIMES

SESSION 1 10:00am to 12pm | SESSION 2 4:30pm to 6:30pm

WHERE

GemLife Woodend Country Club, 1849 Mount Macedon Road, Woodend

Register online at GemLife.com.au/gwdevent by Wednesday, 18 August
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GEMLIFE WO ODEND UPDATE

GemLife Woodend’s
winter warmers
It’s no secret that Woodend can get a
little bit chilly in winter with average
temperatures typically a few degrees
cooler than those in Melbourne. That’s
why GemLife Woodend homes are
built with optimum insulation and
heating in mind.
To keep homes warm and comfortable
during winter, the resort’s standard
inclusions comprise:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Designer built-in electric fireplace
Ducted, zoned air-conditioning/
heating
Double-glazed windows and
sliding doors
Hebel clad walls for superior
insulation
Heated towel racks in bathrooms
Underfloor heating in bathrooms
Heat/fan/light in bathrooms

All GemLife homes are six-star energy
rated too, which means the latest
energy-efficient technologies are
used to keep heating costs down.

CH LA
A N ST
CE
!

Celebrating our
100th homeowners!
A huge milestone was reached last
month at GemLife Woodend with
residents Brian and Jacqui Mulkearns
becoming the 100th homeowners to
move into their beautiful new home.
Congratulations to the happy couple
on the start of an exciting new
chapter of their lives. The balloons
say it all!
www.gemlife.com.au
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THE GEM MONTHLY CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Petrol in US

7. Scholar
8. Plug converters

5. Turkish capital

11. Fawn’s father

9. Spanning (gap)

15. Baby’s ... cord

10. Ontario city

17. Arrogant people

12. Slyest

18. Wide view

13. Immobile

20. Skeleton image (1-3)

14. Red gem

21. Hit hard

16. Filthier

22. Pronunciation style

19. Transmission casing

23. Stole a look

21. End, ... up

26. Declare void

24. Cave-dwelling monster
25. Alpine landslide
27. Rescue team, ... party
28. Superficial (4-4)
29. Shoulder wraps
30. Flattered to excess
DOWN
1. Return (2,4)
2. Ringlet curve
3. Illumination
4. Convent
6. Nourishment
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LAST MONTH’S SOLUTION

Matt’s confit 101
The word ‘confit’ comes from the
French verb ‘confire’ which literally
means ‘to preserve’. But the word
confit developed a more precise
meaning in peasant times when
meats (particularly duck and goose)
were salted then slowly cooked in
their own rendered fat, then stored
in this fat. This allowed meats to be
stored for many months, especially
useful in winter. The modern-day
definition is to slowly cook food in its
own fat or, in the case of non-meat
foods, olive oil.
The undeniable world champion of
the confit title is duck confit. This dish
is quite simple to prepare and well
within the reach of the home chef.

Confused about confit?
CONFIT DUCK, CONFIT TOMATO, CONFIT LEMON, CONFIT SALMON …
THESE ARE ALL EXAMPLES WE MIGHT FIND PLASTERED OVER MODERN MENUS.
BUT WHAT EXACTLY IS CONFIT?
GemLife Chef Matt Conquest clears up confit confusion
and explains how this time-honoured tradition of
preserving food can be used in your home kitchen.

Matt’s Duck Confit
INGREDIENTS

METHOD

4 duck Marylands

1.

Mix thyme, lemon, orange, garlic, star anise and salt.

1 sprig thyme

2.

Sprinkle mixture evenly over duck legs, cover and refrigerate for
24 hours.

3.

Brush off salt mix and slowly cook in the fat in a pre-heated oven of
150 degrees for 2 to 3 hours, until the meat pulls away from the bone.
Allow to cool.

2 star anise, roughly crushed

4.

Store it in the cooled fat in the fridge until needed.

75g sea salt

5.

When ready to serve, heat the duck in the oil until oil is liquid.

500ml duck or goose fat,

6. Take out duck and drain.

1 lemon, zest in strips
1 orange, zest in strips
3 cloves garlic, sliced

available at any good deli

7.

Place on oven tray and in a hot oven, cook until skin is nice and crisp.

You can use the duck fat to toss through your roasted potatoes. Yummy
ducky goodness!
The numbers of great accompaniments are huge. I like some nice ripe
pear, roast beetroots, fig, hazelnuts, sweet potato, goats curd. Any of
these will put you on the right track. Bon appétit!
www.gemlife.com.au
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THE ADVENTURE CONTINUES

Ready to Explore? Visit www.gemlife.com.au/explore

Phenomenal
photos
Calendar photo winner

THE SEARCH FOR GEMLIFE’S BEST PHOTOS FROM ACROSS ALL RESORTS TO BE FEATURED IN THE
GEMLIFE 2022 ‘A WHOLE NEW LIFE’ CALENDAR HAS JUST THREE MORE MONTHS TO GO, SO IF
YOU’VE BEEN MEANING TO SEND SOME OF YOUR FAVOURITE SNAPS IN, DON’T DELAY!
Each month one winner will be chosen from
across all GemLife resorts, and at the end of
the year, twelve photos will be selected to be
featured in a GemLife 2022 lifestyle calendar.
While photos do not need to be professionally
taken, all photos must be high resolution and
submitted in 2MB, jpeg format.
Although residents will be credited in the
calendar, GemLife reserves the right to alter or reuse any submitted photos. Monthly winners are
not guaranteed a photo in the calendar.

QUEENSLAND

The competition will run until 30 September
2021, with all submissions to be sent to
photos@gemlife.com.au
And the winner is … Thanks to another month of
plentiful and beautiful photo submissions, we
couldn’t pick just one winner! Congratulations
to Marshall Cass of GemLife Bribie Island for
this adorable photo of a family of Australian
Wood Ducks. Congratulations also to GemLife
Highfields’ Robyn Ernest for her winning image of
the Old Bourke Bridge over the Darling River (see
page 39).

NEW SOUTH WALES

Bribie Island

Maroochy Quays

9 Dux Drive
Bongaree Qld 4507

6 Charlston Place
Maroochydore Qld 4558

1800 193 177

VICTORIA
Woodend

Tweed Waters

Rainbow Beach

30 Fraser Drive
Tweed Heads South NSW 2486

20 Forest Parkway
Lake Cathie NSW 2445

1849 Mount Macedon Road
Woodend Vic 3442

1800 982 056

1800 325 226

1800 718 413

1800 931 188

Highfields

Pacific Paradise

Lennox Head

75 Highgrove Drive
Highfields Qld 4352

40 Menzies Drive
Pacific Paradise Qld 4564

67 Skennars Head Road
Lennox Head NSW 2478

1800 910 278

1800 430 885

1800 571 954

Gold Coast

Palmwoods

McCabe Avenue
Pimpama Heights Qld 4209

Sales Centre

1800 325 229

18-20 Margaret Street
Palmwoods QLD 4555

1800 718 414

GemLife.com.au

