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Director’s Message
WELCOME TO THE OCTOBER ISSUE OF THE GEM. WITH GRANDPARENTS DAY COMING UP ON
SUNDAY, 25 OCTOBER, THIS MONTH WE FOCUS ON THE SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
GRANDPARENTS AND THEIR GRANDCHILDREN.
In addition to sharing stories from residents
about the joys of grandparenting, we’ve
provided some inspiration for fun activities
to enjoy with the grandkids. GemLife is also
holding its Grandparents Day Awards 2020 and
is calling on GemLife grandkids to nominate
their grandpa, grandma or both ‘grandies’ for this
annual award. See details on page 3.
Construction and activity across all of GemLife’s
sites have been powering ahead.
At GemLife Maroochy Quays, the resort’s stylish
new Summer House, a superb new outdoor pool
and recreation precinct, is nearly completed
and the team is excited about the upcoming
launch event on Saturday, 7 November. The
resort’s boardwalk is looking fantastic and there
was also great progress on the lakeside country
club with the suspended slab to be poured at
the end of the month.
Our premium Sunshine Coast resort, GemLife
Pacific Paradise, reached an exciting milestone
when our Resort Manager Tim Moore and Sales
Manager Victoria Dent moved into the newly
finished managers’ residence. Construction on
the resort’s future outdoor pool and recreation
precinct also got under way last month.
At GemLife Bribie Island, the resort’s main lake,
Dux Lake, as well as the smaller Crystal and
Sanctuary lakes, are looking fantastic thanks
to the completion of the first stage of our lake
management plan. The plan ensures the water
quality in the lakes meets the council’s high
standards.
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recreational precinct, which will include bocce
and pickleball courts, in addition to a barbecue
pavilion, is also coming together beautifully. On
page 20 we share more stunning photos of the
GemLife Woodend Country Club, an incredible
community facility that we cannot wait to open.
Our newest upcoming resort, GemLife
Palmwoods, is attracting a lot of interest and Sales
Manager Liz Millroy has been busy welcoming
prospective residents to our recently opened
shop-front sales office in town. I’m also excited
to report that early civil works have begun at the
Palmwoods site.
One of the many stand-out features of the
location of our new flagship resort, GemLife
Gold Coast, is the incredible views across the
region, as well as its close proximity to beaches,
city life in Brisbane and Surfers Paradise, plus
the magnificent natural beauty of the hinterland.
See page 18 for more information.
It was a big month for fundraising and awareness
raising, with GemLife getting behind the
Polished Man campaign, an important initiative
to help stop violence against children. Join us
and donate to transform the lives of vulnerable
children (see page 30). Last month, koala-loving
members of the GemLife team took part in
a tree-planting day on the Sunshine Coast,
helping the Australian Koala Foundation create
a primary koala habitat for the protection of our
nation’s most iconic and beloved animals (see
page 46).

The GemLife Highfields Display Homes Open
Day is happening on Saturday, 3 October (see
page 36 for details), showcasing seven new
move-in-ready display homes and some terrific
sites. Civil works on Stage Four is due to be
completed mid month, and progress was made
on the retaining walls and bulk earthworks in
Stage Five.

Yours sincerely,

At GemLife Woodend, civil works in Stage Four
are moving ahead steadily. The resort’s outdoor

Adrian Puljich
Director & CEO
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GemLife Grandparents
Day Awards 2020
NATIONAL GRANDPARENTS DAY IS COMING UP ON SUNDAY, 25 OCTOBER, AND TO
CELEBRATE WE ARE GIVING AWAY THREE CUSTOMISED ULTIMATE FAMILY EXPERIENCE
PACKAGES TO THE WINNERS OF OUR GEMLIFE GRANDPARENTS DAY AWARDS 2020
COMPETITION.
This is the second year for the GemLife
Grandparents Day Awards. Last year’s winners of
the Best Grandparents category, Angus and Vicki
Lane, enjoyed a memorable trip to the Darling
Downs Zoo with their grandchildren Holly,
Sophie and Charlie, where they fed wallabies
and zebras and took part in a special marmoset
encounter.
We’re calling on all grandkids of GemLife
residents to nominate their nana, pop or both.
To enter the competition send us a photo with
your grandma, grandpa or grandparents and
tell us in 50 words or less what you love most
about them.

Please share this opportunity with your
grandchild or grandchildren and lend a helping
hand to the young ones unable to write.
The winners will be announced on the GemLife
Facebook page on Grandparents Day on Sunday,
25 October, and via email.
GRANDPARENTS DAY AWARDS 2020
Category 1: Best Grandparents
Category 2: Best Grandfather
Category 3: Best Grandmother

Entries close 18 October
To enter and for full details, please visit www.gemlife.com.au/2020gday
www.gemlife.com.au
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Magic
moments

The enduring excitement
of a new grandchild
GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND RESIDENTS ADRIAN AND ROBYN HARVIE
WELCOMED THEIR NINTH GRANDCHILD, A BABY GIRL NAMED
ALICE, JUST SEVEN WEEKS AGO AND COULDN’T BE MORE
EXCITED FOR THE ADVENTURES TO COME.

Robyn said no matter how many grandchildren
you have, the moment when you hear that
another one is on the way never loses its magic.
“Each time I heard I was having another
grandchild I was filled with great excitement,
happiness, pride and prayers hoping for a
healthy baby,” she said.

grandchildren while visiting the local surf club
or spoiling them with a trip to the shops.
“We love spending any precious time with them,
whether it’s the park, the beach, family birthday
gatherings - there are lots of those - or getting
away with special things that only grandparents
are allowed to do!”

The adoring grandparents are always prepared
for a visit from their grandchildren.
“Before COVID-19 we would regularly have the
kids come and stay with us. We have looked after
all of them at different times since they were
born, we are very hands-on grandparents,” said
Robyn.
“We kept a huge storage box filled with various
toys that we brought with us when we moved to
GemLife, so we are always ready for a visit.”
Adrian and Robyn can often be spotted around
Bribie Island laughing and smiling with their
4

The Gem

As a grandparent,
you want nothing
more but for them to
have dreams, love and
health all throughout
their lives.

www.gemlife.com.au
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Bonding &
being there

The grand adventure
of grandparenting
WITH 15 GRANDCHILDREN BETWEEN THEM, INCLUDING A NEW
GRANDSON AND GRANDDAUGHTER, BORN JUST ELEVEN DAYS APART,
PAT AND JEN MACKENZIE HAVE PLENTY OF EXPERIENCE AS PROUD
‘GRANDIES’.

Grandparenting has been a joy for the GemLife
Highfields couple, who make it a priority to spend
as much time as possible with their grandkids,
aged from just a few months to 16 years old.
“The most important thing is to put the time
in with your grandkids because if you miss that
time, you can’t get it back. You have to bond with
them,” said Pat.
Jen, or “Jen-Ma” as the grandkids like to call her,
said it is especially important to make the effort
to spend time with the children in the first year of
their lives because they change so quickly.
Last month the couple returned from a trip to
Mackay - a long 12-hour drive from Highfields
- where they saw their then ten-week-old
granddaughter, McKenna, again. Pat and Jen
were also in Mackay in June for her birth.
6
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The Mackenzies agree that it’s the little things, the
small moments and milestones that make being a
grandparent so special.
“They grow up fast. If you don’t take the time to
be with them, you miss the first smiles or first
giggles,” said Pat.
As grandchildren get older and become more
independent, Jen said it’s also important to stay
‘relevant’.
“For older grandkids, you’ve got to acknowledge
they’re not babies and get creative about how you
put the time into the relationship. You’ve got to
make an effort to keep knowing them and what
their interests are,” said Jen.
“It’s lovely to observe the similarities the
grandkids share with their parents - and the

differences too. Just the experience of having
them in our lives is special and being able to
watch them grow,” said Jen.
“Nothing beats the feeling when they’re pleased
to see you and want to talk to you, and are
genuinely curious to know more about you and
your life. It’s wonderful.”
Pat and Jen said some of their grandkids had
visited them at GemLife Highfields and were
impressed by the facilities.
“We had a game of pickleball with them - they
loved that,” said Pat.
The couple, keen travellers, love the secure, lockup-and-go environment at GemLife, as well as
the friendliness of the community and the huge
choice of facilities.
www.gemlife.com.au

It’s a special time
being a grandparent.
It brings back
memories from
having your own kids.
“We’re loving our time at GemLife. We’ve been
wanting to move here for two years and we’re
looking forward to having the grandkids visit more
and enjoying the facilities with them,” said Pat.
“There’s plenty to do here and it’s great we can
bring the grandkids too”.
The couple is living in a temporary home while
their GemLife Highfields forever home is being
completed.
OCTOBER 2020
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Palms in paradise

A long journey to a place in the sun
THE MAJESTIC, TROPICAL PALM TREES THAT GRACE THE ENTRY TO GEMLIFE PACIFIC
PARADISE HAD AN UNUSUALLY LONG JOURNEY BEFORE REACHING THEIR NEW HOME
ON THE SUNSHINE COAST.
The ten mature Canary Island Date Palms, an
instantly recognisable and iconic type of palm
tree, were trucked to Pacific Paradise from
South Australia on a journey of more than 2000
kilometres.
The massive trees, with trunks measuring seven
metres in height, weigh a hefty 8000 kilograms
each. Transported by semi-trailer, the palms’ size
meant only two trees could be fitted on each
truck.
According to Resort Administration Manager
Steve Stewart it took the GemLife team between
four and five hours to plant just two palm trees.
“It’s a huge job and took about eight people to do
it. Each tree has to be lifted off the truck and into
position with a 25-tonne crane,” said Steve.
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When sourcing mature palms, GemLife purchases
trees from South Australia as they’re less
susceptible to disease than those from other areas.
“It’s difficult to source Canary Island Palms this big
and the ones from South Australia are healthier
because of the drier climate,” he said.
GemLife Pacific Paradise Sales Manager Victoria
Dent said the magnificent trees created an
impactful first impression when visitors arrived at
the resort.
“The palms are the perfect reflection of what
Sunshine Coast living is all about,” said Victoria.
“They epitomise everything about resort-style
living, have tropical flair, and they’re simply
stunning.”

An instant bond
A grandmother’s endless love
IT’S BEEN A WHIRLWIND YEAR FOR LARAINE
PYE, MOVING HOUSE TWICE BEFORE
WELCOMING HER NEWEST GRANDCHILD A
WEEK AFTER SETTLING INTO HER NEW HOME
AT GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS.
Laraine, who refers to herself as a ‘hands-on
nana’, has seven grandchildren aged between
five months and 23 years.
“I remember when I found out my first
grandchild, Liam, was on the way, it was amazing.
When I found out about Winter, my youngest
grandchild, it was just as exciting,” said Laraine.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Laraine was unable
to visit the hospital when Winter was born and
www.gemlife.com.au

had to wait a week after her birth to meet her
newest grandbaby.
“It was a crazy time. I was still settling into my
new home at GemLife and, because I wasn’t
allowed to see her straight away, she’s extra
special to me,” she said. “She’s very docile and
calming. She’s one of those rare babies that you
just don’t have to worry about.”
As an active grandmother who enjoys trying new
things with her grandchildren, Laraine cannot
wait for the completion of the resort’s country
club and facilities.
“I’m looking forward to all the facilities to come
and I know it will be a lot of fun when all the
grandkids come to visit - they are excited too.”
OCTOBER 2020
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Family fun

Creative ways to bond with
your grandkids
GOT THE GRANDKIDS FOR A WEEKEND AND UNSURE OF WHAT TO DO WITH THEM?
BRING ON THE BONDING WITH GEMLIFE’S ULTIMATE LIST OF EASY ACTIVITIES TO DO
WITH GRANDKIDS OF ALL AGES.

Toddlers
Bubbles
Bubbles are guaranteed to be a hit with the
little ones. Watch their faces light up as they
discover there’s a little bit of magic in each
one. Bubbles are cheap, fun and an excellent
way to aid toddlers in developing visual skills
such as following, tracking and focusing. If you
can’t find bubble mixture in the shops you can
make it at home by mixing one cup of water,
one tablespoon of glycerin and a quarter cup
of natural, biodegradable dish detergent.
Reading
There’s something special about curling up
together on the couch with a good book.
Visit the local bookstore to pick out a new
children’s book or, if you kept any books from
your childhood or from when your own kids
were little, dust off the family favourites for an
extra sentimental storytime.
Slime
Fun and stimulating, playing with some
homemade slime is sure to bring a smile
to any toddler’s face and is a great way to
promote tactile understanding. Slime is easy
to make and is safe and mess-free. Simply
heat marshmallows and cooking oil in the
microwave, add cornstarch and knead until the
slime comes together. This method is nontoxic and safe if consumed.
10
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Twelve and under
Build a puzzle
Perfect for a rainy day or a low-impact activity,
puzzles are a fun challenge for all ages. Start
with a small 30-piece puzzle and work your
way up to a 100 or even a 1000-piece puzzle if
you’re up for an extra challenge that will give
you something to work on for days.

Teens

Teach them how to ride a bike

Movie magic

Ask the little ones’ parents to bring a bike
next time they visit or ask around to see if
any neighbours have a bicycle to borrow.
Remember to hold on tight, be patient and
make sure they wear helmets.

There’s something special about sharing your
favourite films with the people you love. Walk
down memory lane with some classic movies
from your youth and watch their faces light up
as they discover a new story for the first time.

DIY ice cream

Birdwatching

Fun, delicious and the perfect activity for a
hot summer’s day, making your own ice cream
is easier than you think. All you need is two
cups of milk, half a cup of granulated sugar, a
tablespoon of vanilla extract, ten cups of ice
and eight tablespoons of salt.

GemLife resorts are surrounded by natural
beauty and there is always a park nearby. Grab
binoculars and a bird book and head out on an
adventure to see how many different types of
birds you can identify.

Stir the milk, sugar and vanilla together in
a medium bowl. Pour the mixture into a
sandwich-size resealable plastic bag. Place
the ice and salt into a four-quart food storage
container with a lid. Put the filled bag into
the container and secure the lid. Shake for
five minutes or until the mixture is frozen and
resembles ice cream. Snip a large piece off one
corner of the bag and pipe the ice cream into
bowls and enjoy.
www.gemlife.com.au

Teach them a family recipe
Pass on a family recipe they can keep forever.
Teach them some family history and share the
story of the time your parents passed on the
recipe to you. Not only will they learn a new
skill but you will also create memories that last
a lifetime.

OCTOBER 2020
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Hitting
the road

Woodend’s bike buddies
CLAD IN THEIR LYCRA ROAD - CYCLING KITS, GEMLIFE WOODEND BIKING
BUDDIES BARRY O’CONNOR, JOHN ECKEL AND STEWART MEEKS HIT THE ROAD
THREE TIMES A WEEK FOR A 40 - KILOMETRE RIDE IN THE MACEDON RANGES’
FAMOUSLY SCENIC LANDSCAPE.
Come hail, rain or shine, the trio are
ready to roll, combining their love of
fitness, fun and the great outdoors
in a sport that both challenges them
and lets them enjoy the spectacular
natural beauty that surrounds GemLife
Woodend.

committed to staying in shape and was
keen to give something new a go.

Barry, a road cyclist with 26 years of
experience under his belt, got back into
cycling after he retired.

“Sharing a common interest with likeminded friends has been great. It’s
important to keep expanding your
horizons.”

“I used to be a member of the Macedon
Ranges Cycling Club and raced just for
the fun of it. Cycling is more enjoyable
when done with others. I picked it up
again about a year ago, it wasn’t long
before John joined in and also got into
it,” said Barry.
“I love the challenge of cycling. Being
outdoors in the fresh air and amongst the
scenery is really stimulating, plus you see
a lot more native animals like echidnas,
kangaroos and snakes.”
For John, a chance conversation with
Barry at a GemLife social event had him
in the saddle soon after.
As a former member of the Royal
Australian Air Force, John was already

“I’m a runner and cycling is a great way to
keep fit that has less stress on the knees.
It’s improved my fitness, it’s a great social
sport and it’s good for general wellbeing.
It’s just good fun,” said John.

The newbie to the group, Stewart, is the
one to watch according to Barry and John.
“He’s super fit, and although he’s older
than us, he’s the top rider,” said Barry.
The friends like to add a bit of
competition to their rides, upping the
ante by sending one rider out front usually Stewart - for a game of chase.
“I’ve never raced before, I’ve just cycled
socially but I used to commute to work
by bike for more than 20 years,” said
Stewart.
“I like to keep fit. We’re all of a similar
standard to each other. It’s a friendly,
fun thing to do and the countryside is
beautiful.”

Woodend and the Macedon Ranges are renowned for their scenic bike trails.
For those looking to jump on a bike this spring, visit www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/
See-Do/Swimming-Sport-Fitness/Sport-Fitness/Walking-Running-Cycling/
Cycling-Routes-Maps

www.gemlife.com.au
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Tennis
anyone?
It’s game on for
fitness and fun
on the court
14
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IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR A GREAT WAY TO
KEEP FIT AND INCREASE YOUR CARDIO,
TENNIS IS PRETTY HARD TO BEAT.
According to GemLife Bribie Island resident
Karen Sommerville, who kick-started the
resort’s social tennis club about a year
ago, the sport is perfect for those who like
to combine a good cardio workout with a
large portion of fun.
“It’s a lively social game and we don’t
take it too seriously, but every now and
again one of us smashes a good one!”
she laughed.
Daniel Cooper, the group’s newest
and youngest member, has gone from
complete beginner to undefeated
doubles’champion, together with his
sprightly partner Joyce Plumb, in just
five weeks.

“Next year Joyce and I will be playing at
Wimbledon. I’m a natural and we’re a power
couple,” he joked.
A long-time gym-lover and power-lifter, Daniel
took up tennis because he wanted to add some
cardio into his workouts.
“The stop-start of tennis is great for fitness. We
have a lot of fun and everyone helps each other
with tips and advice,” he said.
Tennis is a sport almost anyone can take up to
keep active.

New players are always welcome.
The GemLife Bribie Island Social Tennis
Group meets Mondays and Fridays every
week at 9am.

“We’re all enjoying it so much. Some people
are put off because they worry about everyone
else being better than them but they shouldn’t.
Everyone can play to their own capabilities.
Give it a go!” he said.

“It’s important at all ages to stay active and keep
moving. Tennis is a great social game that ticks
all the boxes.”

“We’re all improving our games, getting our
heart-rates up and having a good laugh at the
same time,” said Karen.

GemLife Bribie Island’s tennis court has a highquality synthetic grass surface and is floodlit to
allow for evening games.

www.gemlife.com.au
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Bowling bliss

The ball is rolling
at Highfields

PAM AND GLEN WILLSON MOVED TO
GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS SIX MONTHS AGO
AND CAN OFTEN BE SPOTTED CATCHING
UP WITH FRIENDS IN ONE OF THEIR
FAVOURITE FACILITIES, THE RESORT’S
TEN - PIN BOWLING ALLEY.
“It’s a terrific facility, they have bowling
shoes you can use, and a range of different
weighted bowling balls. It’s a good way to
catch up with people and do something
active,” said Glen.

We looked
at every over50s resort in
the area and
the facilities at
GemLife were
far better than
anywhere else.
16
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The Willsons said that while there is no
formal bowling group at the resort yet, the
popularity of ten-pin bowling is on the rise.
“When we started bowling it was just the
two of us but as more people move in and
as word gets around, more people have
started to join us,” said Glen.
“It’s good fun, we have a good laugh and
try to beat each other but it’s not overly
competitive, it’s more of a social activity,”
said Pam.
Pam and Glen have embraced an active
and social lifestyle, making the most of all
the resort has to offer.

“We’re in a beginners’ lawn bowls club,
an art group, we also like to swim in the
heated indoor pool and take part in all
the different classes and clubs,” said
Pam.
The couple first learnt about over-50s
resorts late last year and haven’t looked
back since.
“Friends of ours were living in an over50s resort and one day it was raining
and we weren’t sure what to do so we
decided to take a look and we were
surprised by the homes and facilities,”
said Pam.
They began their research and started
looking for the perfect over-50s resort
to call home.
“Once we visited Highfields we knew
this was the right place for us. We’re very
happy that we’re here,” said Glen.
GemLife’s state-of-the-art ten-pin
bowling alleys are imported from
America and boast impressive cuttingedge technology which uses specially
designed software to run the alley
without an attendant and notifies staff
via an app of any issues.
www.gemlife.com.au
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There’s no place like the

Gold Coast
SURROUNDED BY PEACEFUL NATURAL
BUSHLAND, WITH SWEEPING VIEWS
ACROSS THE COAST TOWARDS SURFERS
PARADISE, GEMLIFE GOLD COAST WILL
PROVIDE TRULY EXCEPTIONAL OVER - 50S
LIVING IN A LOCATION LIKE NO OTHER.
The secure, gated and pet-friendly resort
will set the stage for luxurious and dynamic
living through extensive first-class facilities
and easy access to all that the famously
vibrant Gold Coast has to offer.
GemLife Gold Coast is located in a stunning,
elevated part of Pimpama that offers
incomparable views and fresh breezes but
is just a short drive from the city, beach and
the great outdoors.

With so much to
see and do, life at
GemLife Gold Coast
will never be boring.
18
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City life

Centrally located between the Gold Coast and
Brisbane, close to the motorway and public
transport, city life is less than 40 minutes away.
Here are some city highlights a short drive from
GemLife Gold Coast.
Queensland Performing Arts Centre: Be
transported to other worlds at Queensland
Performing Arts Centre (QPAC), one of Australia’s
leading performing arts venues.
Queensland Art Gallery and Gallery of
Modern Art: Stroll through these two unique
galleries and take in the truly exceptional art at
Queensland Art Gallery and Gallery of Modern
Art in Brisbane’s South Bank.
Pacific Fair Shopping Centre: With over 400
stores ranging from luxury designer brands
to bookstores, Pacific Fair has everything you
need and more. Finish a day of shopping with
a meal at one of the centre’s many upmarket
restaurants.
The Star Casino: This world-class 24-hour casino
is the perfect destination for a night out on the
town. With eight bars, seven restaurants, a grand
ballroom and a theatre, there is never a dull
moment at The Star.

Sunshine and sea breezes

Explore the great outdoors

The Gold Coast is famous for having some of the
best beaches in the world, becoming one of nine
beaches worldwide to be listed as a World Surf
Reserve in 2015. Here are just three of the many
spectacular beaches near GemLife Gold Coast.

Located on the Gold Coast, the excitement
of Brisbane’s city life is less than 40 minutes
away. Here are just a few notable treasures for
a worthwhile day trip.

Main Beach: With crystal clear waters fringed by
fine white sand dunes, it’s easy to see why Main
Beach is a local favourite. This expansive stretch
of pristine beach offers glimpses all the way to
South Stradbroke Island.
Currumbin Beach: Currumbin Beach is the
perfect destination for an ocean adventure via
kayak or stand-up paddleboard. The small-town
feel of the surrounding suburb, coupled with
calm, clear waters and sea breezes, provides the
perfect escape from the stress of everyday life.
Burleigh Heads: With bustling boutiques,
fabulous restaurants and rolling waves,
Burleigh Heads is one of the Gold Coast’s
most atmospheric beaches and the perfect
destination for a seaside picnic.

www.gemlife.com.au

Springbrook National Park: Magnificent
waterfalls, spectacular lush rainforest,
ancient trees and truly impressive views
make Springbrook National Park a must-visit
destination for anyone living on the Gold Coast.
Tamborine National Park: With babbling brooks
teeming with fish and platypi, and majestic
sky-high trees, Mount Tamborine is the ultimate
rainforest escape. Enjoy the view from up high
with the 30-metre high rainforest skywalk
before exploring the charming town of Mount
Tamborine.
Mount Coot-tha Reserve: Pack a picnic and enjoy
a day in the mountains at Mount Coot-tha. Take
in the panoramic view of Brisbane with glimpses
of Moreton Bay. With countless bushwalking
trails to choose from, you’ll be sure to visit
Mount Coot-tha more than once.

OCTOBER 2020
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First
impressions
The GemLife Woodend
Country Club revealed
IF IT TAKES JUST SEVEN SECONDS TO MAKE A FIRST
IMPRESSION, THE GEMLIFE WOODEND COUNTRY CLUB
BREAKS NEW RECORDS.

Stepping through the doors
of the new country club’s
stylish and beautifully
designed entry immediately
sets the tone for what lies
beyond - a contemporary yet
timeless space with luxurious
finishes and details that
seamlessly combine a sense of
expansiveness with intimacy
and warmth.
GemLife Director and CEO
Adrian Puljich said the lakeside
country club sets new standards
for over-50s living in Victoria,
with nothing comparable on
offer in the state.
“It’s above and beyond anything
offered by other over-50s
communities. Every detail has
been considered and visitors
will be more than impressed,”
he said.

20 The Gem

The country club is home to
a huge selection of first-class
facilities including everything
from a heated indoor swimming
pool, ten-pin bowling alley and
golf simulator to a luxurious
cinema, sumptuous wine
room, library, bar, cafe, creative
arts studio and more. A wide,
covered outdoor deck area
along the lake side of the club with heating for cooler days and
nights - will make the perfect
spot for residents to take in
water views while enjoying an
evening cocktail or a peaceful
morning coffee.
The GemLife team looks
forward to announcing the
opening date of the country
club when the Victorian
Government relaxes restrictions.

www.gemlife.com.au
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Scenic strolls in Maroochy

22
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THE GEMLIFE MAROOCHY
QUAYS TWO - KILOMETRE
BOARDWALK, A STUNNING
RECREATIONAL TRAIL BLENDS
SEAMLESSLY WITH ITS IDYLLIC
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT,
IS COMING TOGETHER
BEAUTIFULLY.

A large stretch of the boardwalk is constructed with timber,
creating a feature unique to the resort, enhancing the beauty
of some of the site’s best pockets, and allowing residents to feel
like they’re a world away.
GemLife Maroochy Quays Sales Manager Joanne Michalowsky
said she knew the boardwalk would be lovely but after taking
her first stroll along the meandering timber section last month,
was struck by how beautifully it showcased the native landscape.
“It’s simply stunning. The trees provide plenty of shade and from
the country club there are fantastic views off to the parkland
reserve and towards Eudlo Creek,” said Joanne.
“A section of the boardwalk opens out onto water views of
Eudlo Creek. It’s a huge, expansive area - the creek is wide and
it’s a scenic and tranquil spot with a terrific viewing platform for
people to enjoy,” she said.
“It’d be the perfect place to throw in a line for a spot of fishing or
for just getting into the great outdoors.”

www.gemlife.com.au
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Maroochy’s stunning
new Summer House
SUMMER IS AROUND THE CORNER AND GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS’ SUMMER HOUSE WILL
BE THE BEST ADDRESS IN TOWN TO STAKE YOUR PLACE IN THE SUNSHINE AND GET A DOSE OF
VITAMIN D.
Picture yourself relaxing on one of the pool’s
resort-style submerged sun-lounges or breathe
in the fresh air while finding your inner balance
on the yoga lawn. For lovers of the outdoors,
the Summer House is destined to become a
favourite hang-out space for residents.
With views across protected native bushland,
the Summer House features a sleek, modern
pool house, a stunning magnesium-enriched
pool with lagoon-style entry, outdoor barbecue
24 The Gem

and dining areas to socialise with friends, a
community garden for green-thumbs, croquet
lawn, outdoor shower, as well as indoor kitchen
facilities.
Construction is well under way and the Summer
House will be ready in plenty of time for summer
on the Sunshine Coast.
A special launch event is scheduled for Saturday,
7 November. Stay tuned for details!

www.gemlife.com.au
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The model
master
Bringing GemLife
Palmwoods to life

THE FIRST TIME A GEMLIFE RESORT COMES TO LIFE IS WHEN
ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS AND PLANS ARE TRANSFORMED
INTO A 3D MODEL, CREATING A MINIATURE REPRODUCTION
OF THE FUTURE SITE.

Last month, GemLife
Palmwoods took delivery of
its 3D model, a Bonsai-sized
copy of the resort complete
with the land’s slopes and rises,
a meandering waterway, and
mini replicas of the three-level
country club, outdoor pool and
recreation area, and home sites.
The art of model making is
highly specialised and model
maker Callum Lamb of Studio
Lamb, who comes from an
industrial design background,
and his team were behind
the creation of the GemLife
Palmwoods model.
“It’s always great to see the
excited expressions on clients’
faces when they see their
model for the first time. Seeing
26

The Gem

a development represented
in 3D is a different experience
than looking at drawings,” said
Callum.
“I love model making. It’s an
enjoyable process and I get
great pleasure from watching
a project come together from
nothing.”
The GemLife Palmwoods model,
which measures 1.4 metres by
0.8 metres, took about four
weeks to complete with two
to three people working on
it full-time. The model gives
prospective residents a birdseye view of what the finished
resort will look like and helps
them choose their favourite
home sites.

To make a model, once the
plans are drawn on computeraided design software (CAD)
and shapes are cut out on a
computer-controlled router or
laser cutting machine, the steps
include:
The scaffolding
Inside a custom-sized frame,
the model makers create the
contours of the site, putting
ribs and plates under roads,
any natural features - such
as Paynter Creek at GemLife
Palmwoods - and cut and fill in
any areas as needed to ensure
an accurate representation of
the lay of the land.
The skin
While the levels are set up on
the base, the surface plates are
drawn up on CAD and cut out.
These go over the contours,
with any embankments added,
and the model starts to come
together. At the same time, the
team is busily creating the small
individual pieces like buildings
and trees.
The fun part
The fastest and most fun part
of the process is bringing
everything to life with colour
and detail. Added at this stage
are the paint colours, creative
highlights to ridges and gullies,
green spaces and parkland,
as well as the lots. Finally, the
buildings, recreational facilities
and cars are put in place and
the model is complete.

The GemLife Palmwoods
model can be seen
in the front window
of the sales office at
18-20 Margaret Street,
Palmwoods.

www.gemlife.com.au
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Kitchen
magic

Mastering the art
of Smeg appliances
THIS MONTH GEMLIFE RESIDENTS TOOK A SMEG
APPLIANCE MASTERCLASS WITH TALENTED GEMLIFE
CHEF MATT CONQUEST BEFORE ENJOYING AN EXPERTLY
PREPARED, MOUTH - WATERING MEAL.

Matt cooked up a storm while explaining the ins and outs of
the Smeg appliances that come as standard inclusions with
GemLife’s modern, stylish kitchens.
GemLife homes feature sleek, luxurious kitchens complete with
state-of-the-art appliances including stainless steel Smeg ovens
and cooktops, microwaves with ten different auto-cooking
functions and dishwashers.
Each week Matt will be hosting private Smeg appliances
masterclasses for small groups of home owners so that residents
can conquer their state-of-the-art kitchens with confidence.
The Smeg brand is known for its unmistakable Italian design
flair, and commitment to quality and technology.
Smeg is also committed to commercial sustainability, focusing
on a green approach to the design and manufacturing of its
appliances, and maximizing performance while keeping energy
consumption to a minimum.
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Polishing
up for children
in need

THE GEMLIFE TEAM HAS JOINED THE FIGHT AGAINST
VIOLENCE TOWARDS CHILDREN BY TAKING PART IN YGAP’S
POLISHED MAN CAMPAIGN, PAINTING ONE NAIL BLUE AND
RAISING FUNDS FOR TRAUMA PREVENTION AND RECOVERY
PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN IN NEED.
The Polished Man fundraising campaign started in 2014
after ygap co-founder Elliot Costello visited a refugee site in
Cambodia where he met a young refugee, Thea, who painted
his fingernails blue. He discovered the abuse that she had
experienced in an orphanage and how many others like her
are still suffering.
The blue polish is a reminder of Thea and the one painted
nail serves as a symbol of the one in five children affected by
violence.
Proudly sporting a blue nail, GemLife Director and CEO Adrian
Puljich is encouraging the GemLife community to get behind
the worthwhile campaign.
“It’s been great to see so many members of the GemLife team
jumping on board and painting a nail blue. I hope people find
it in their hearts to support this cause and make a donation, big
or small. Every donation makes a difference,” he said.

To get involved with the campaign simply
paint one nail blue this month and/or visit
my.polishedman.com/gemlife to donate.
The campaign runs
until 31 October, 2020.

30 The Gem

Introducing Taylor Scott

GemLife’s new
videographer
VIDEOGRAPHER TAYLOR SCOTT HAS JOINED THE
GEMLIFE TEAM WITH THE MISSION OF TAKING

STORYTELLING TO THE NEXT LEVEL BY CAPTURING
LIVELY STORIES THAT SHOWCASE THE AUTHENTIC
GEMLIFE EXPERIENCE.
“I’ve been overjoyed to find an opportunity where I get
to tell people’s stories through video,” said Taylor.
Taylor can be spotted around GemLife’s Queensland
resorts capturing special events like open days or
everyday adventures and unique residents’ stories.
“I’m looking forward to meeting new people on each
project and getting the opportunity to work with
people who are enthusiastic about where they are and
what they do. So far it has been a lot of fun. Everyone
has been really friendly and open,” he said.
Besides the friendly and passionate residents, Taylor
said the homes and facilities at GemLife surpassed his
expectations.
“I was impressed with the huge range of facilities and
stylish homes. I certainly wasn’t expecting a ten-pin
bowling alley. GemLife’s got plenty of action, there’s
always something happening,” he said.
To get in touch with Taylor about story ideas call
0429 314 021 or email taylor@gemlife.com.au.

www.gemlife.com.au
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GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND

Sales Manager’s
Message
THE SPRING SEASON IS WELL AND TRULY
UNDER WAY ON BEAUTIFUL BRIBIE ISLAND.
I hope all the ‘grandies’ out there have a
wonderful Grandparents Day this month.
Grandparents Day is coming up on 25 October,
and to celebrate GemLife is hosting its annual
Grandparents Day Awards. For details see page 3.

on the market you will have 120 days to sell it
with a fully-refundable deposit of $1000.

It has been a big year for our beautiful island
resort and we are now selling the last of our
Stage Four homes. We have a range of move-inready homes, plus homes currently being built,
available. With a multitude of home designs
and facade options to choose from, there is
something to suit all tastes.

Glenys Lowry
Sales Manager

Stock is limited so call us now to have all
your questions answered or to book a private
appointment to visit the resort. If you’re ready to
start a whole new life on Bribie Island, now’s the
time to take the next step. If you put your home

Sparkling clean
for spring
The water in GemLife Bribie Island’s beautiful
Dux Lake, as well as in the smaller Crystal and
Sanctuary lakes, is looking sparkling clean
thanks to the successful completion of stage
one of the lake management plan.
Dux Lake’s feature fountain is now bubbling
with clear water thanks to the resort’s
environmentally-friendly floating wetlands
system, desilting program and other
initiatives - all part of the resort’s long-term
commitment to meeting the highest water
quality standards.
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The GemLife Café is open Tuesday, Wednesday
and Friday, so why not swing by for a
complimentary morning tea or light lunch with
a member of our friendly sales team.

GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND SALES TEAM
Glenys Lowry, Sales Manager
M 0436 010 495 | E glenys@gemlife.com.au
Samantha Lingham, Sales Consultant
M 0408 571 755 | E sam@gemlife.com.au
Michelle Rochow, Sales Consultant
M 0447 411 691 | E michelle@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gbi

BRIBIE ISLAND UPDATE

BRIBIE ISLAND FEATURE HOUSE

Breeze
VILLA 211, FACADE 1
COLOUR SCHEME: OYSTER

$489,000
The Breeze is perfectly designed for
luxurious yet low-maintenance island
living. A large master bedroom, with
walk-in wardrobe and double-vanity

Irresistible Bribie Island

ensuite, opens onto the alfresco area,
creating a light-filled retreat away from
the rest of the house. Two additional

A LIFE - CHANGING HOLIDAY FOR SUZ.

bedrooms with a central bathroom make

A holiday to Bribie Island two and a half years ago
resulted in a new place to call home and a new job for
Bribie Island Sales Administration Support Officer Suz
O’Callaghan.

The Breeze floor plan centres around a

Suz first stumbled upon the resort while taking a
break from Victoria to visit the Sunshine State while on
vacation with her husband.

this home perfect for overnight guests.
designer kitchen, complete with Smeg
appliances and a large island bench. A
two-car garage with plenty of storage
completes this home. The villa is movein-ready and if you enquire now it could
be yours by Christmas.

“The very first time I saw GemLife Bribie Island we were
on holiday and just happened to visit Bribie Island. We
drove past the resort by chance and I thought it looked
awesome,” said Suz.
“We ended up loving Bribie so much that we bought a
block of land here and made the move 12 months later.”
Suz joined the GemLife Bribie Island sales team in
March and said the only thing as good as the facilities is
the friendly community of residents.
“We have the best residents and I’ve really loved
getting to know more and more of them as I see them
around. Everyone is very friendly and open to having a
chat,” she said.
“It’s been awesome. It’s been very easy to settle in and
the team is wonderful and very helpful. Things couldn’t
have unfolded any better.”
Suz is responsible for administration at GemLife
Bribie Island and sales support. She can be contacted
via email suzanne@gemlife.com.au or on phone
0438 660 436.
www.gemlife.com.au
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Call our sales team on 1800 193 177
to arrange an inspection.
OCTOBER 2020
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GEMLIFE GOLD COA ST

Sales Manager’s
Message
WHAT A FANTASTIC MONTH AT
GEMLIFE GOLD COAST!
The construction process has officially begun
on our spectacular state-of-the-art sales office.
The earthmoving equipment is onsite and the
building should start to take shape in the next
few weeks. I can’t wait to move in and give
visitors a taste of the GemLife lifestyle.
In the meantime, our temporary sales office is
open for business and the response has been
brilliant. The spectacular views and proximity to
everything the Gold Coast has to offer is proving
to be a big hit all round. People cannot wait
to learn more about the amazing facilities and
homes to come.
The fact that the resort is going to be a secure,
gated community with luxurious facilities
so close to everything has caught people’s
attention. We already have people requesting to
go on our VIP list so they never miss out on the
latest information.
Our first bus tours to GemLife Bribie Island
started last month. Guests were able to
experience GemLife’s fabulous over-50s lifestyle
and get a feel for what’s in store at GemLife
Gold Coast.
If you’re considering starting a whole new life
on the Gold Coast contact me today to find
out more.
Tracey Osborne
Sales Manager

GEMLIFE GOLD COAST SALES
Tracey Osborne, Sales Manager
M 0407 419 078 | E tracey@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/ggc
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Bottoms up
Prospective residents enjoyed wine, beer
and canapés prepared by GemLife Chef Matt
Conquest at the temporary GemLife Gold
Coast sales office while making new friends
and getting a sneak-peek of what’s to come
at the resort last month.

www.gemlife.com.au
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GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS

Sales Manager’s
Message
THERE IS NOTHING MORE BEAUTIFUL
THAN SPRING IN THE COUNTRY.
The Toowoomba Region is absolutely stunning
this time of year and the Toowoomba Carnival of
Flowers last month showed off the area’s many
breathtaking gardens and parks.
The GemLife Highfields Display Homes Open Day
is coming up on Saturday, 3 October. Everything
is in place for a truly spectacular event and we
cannot wait to showcase our incredible display
homes and facilities. We have COVID-safe
measures in place and residents will be onsite
and are happy to have a chat and share their
experiences at the resort. For more information
see below.
We’ve had a number of visitors come to take a
sneak-peek of the resort ahead of the event.
Guests love the rural feel and country views
on offer.

If you’re unable to attend the event, please
contact Jenny or I to book a private appointment
and personal tour of our wonderful resort. Ask us
about availability and we can talk to you about
our extra large sites, the biggest available at any
over-50s resort in the Toowoomba area.
Rachael Benham 					
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS SALES TEAM
Rachael Benham, Sales Manager
M 0437 256 745 | E rachael@gemlife.com.au
Jenny Rickwood, Sales Consultant
M 0436 011 527 | E jenny@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/ghf

Display Homes
Open Day

SATURDAY, 3 OCTOBER
10:00AM – 11:30AM OR
11:30AM – 1:00PM
REGISTRATIONS ARE ESSENTIAL

FEATURING PRIVATE PERIMETER SITES AND BIGGER BLOCKS
Experience the best of over-50s living at the GemLife Highfields Display Homes Open Day. Take a
look through our stylish new move-in-ready display homes, located on our just-released private
perimeter sites. Learn more about these sites, as well as our recently launched extra big blocks, and
discover truly exceptional resort-style living in the country.
Register online and attend on the day for your chance to WIN a Chef’s Grazing Experience with
wine pairing for two at Rosalie House & Cellar Door Restaurant.

To attend, register at GemLife.com.au/ghfopen
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HIGHFIELDS S O CIAL UPDATE

HIGHFIELDS FEATURE HOUSE

Frangipani
VILLA 69 FACADE 2
COLOUR SCHEME: HABITAT

$469,000

Spring is in the air

This is the perfect home for those
looking for low-maintenance
living with a bit of extra space and
greenery. The spacious master
bedroom, with large walk-in
wardrobe and double-vanity ensuite
bathroom, is tucked away at the rear
of the home for added privacy. Two
bedrooms at the front of the home
provide plenty of space for overnight
visits from family and friends. A
gourmet kitchen, with walk-in pantry,
Smeg appliances and a large island
bench, form the heart of the home. A
large alfresco area with a small yard
allows you to enjoy the fresh country
air year-round.

The flowers are in full bloom at Highfields and spring
is in full swing. Check out these beautiful pictures
snapped by resident Carol Smith.
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To view this and other homes for sale,
or to reserve your site, contact our
sales team on 1800 910 278.
www.gemlife.com.au
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GEMLIFE MARO O CHY QUAYS

Sales Manager’s
Message
IT’S ALL SET TO BE A SPECTACULAR SPRING
ON THE SUNSHINE COAST.
Our Summer Living Open Day is coming up
on Saturday, 7 November and we cannot wait
to show off our unique split-level display
homes, perfectly designed for luxurious yet
low-maintenance living. The Summer House,
a fabulous outdoor pool precinct, will be
completed and ready for viewing and residents
are incredibly excited to make use of the resort’s
first facilities. For more information see page 24.
Residents have been keeping busy with Smeg
appliance masterclasses with GemLife Chef Matt
Conquest, learning how to get the most out of
the state-of-the-art appliances in their kitchens
before enjoying a delicious meal (see page 28).
While the resort’s first-class facilities are still
under construction, residents have been getting
creative with Mahjong games, line dancing

classes and twice-weekly get-togethers in the
street.
Last month prospective residents enjoyed a
fabulous day trip aboard the Mary Valley Rattler
train and it was lovely seeing everyone getting to
know each other.
If you have any questions about our beautiful
coastal resort, contact Julie-Anne or I today.
Joanne Michalowsky
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS SALES TEAM
Joanne Michalowsky, Sales Manager
M 0447 546 271 | E joanne@gemlife.com.au
Julie-Anne Turner, Sales Consultant
M 0427 891 573 | E julie-anne@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gmd

Summer-Living
Open Day

SATURDAY, 7 NOVEMBER
10:00AM – 1:00PM
REGISTRATIONS ARE ESSENTIAL

SUMMER HOUSE AND SPLIT-LEVEL DISPLAY HOMES GRAND OPENING
Join us for the GemLife Maroochy Quays Summer-Living Open Day. Join us to celebrate the grand
opening of the resort’s luxurious Summer House and stunning split-level display homes. The sleek,
modern Summer House features a sparkling lagoon-style pool with submerged sun-lounges, yoga
lawn and so much more. Light-filled split-level display homes, with soaring ultra-high ceilings and
premium inclusions, are perfectly designed for low-maintenance living on the Sunshine Coast.
Register online by Wednesday, 4 November and attend on the day for your chance to WIN a $300
dining voucher for the iconic Pier 33 Mooloolaba.

To attend, register at GemLife.com.au/summerliving
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MARO O CHY QUAYS S O CIAL UPDATE

MAROOCHY QUAYS FEATURE HOME

Astern
FACADE 2

$585,000

All aboard
Prospective residents travelled back in time with a
nostalgic train ride aboard the Mary Valley Rattler, taking
in the stunning scenery while socialising with future
neighbours over a tasting plate of great local produce.
The Mary Valley Rattler is a heritage railway line that
attracts tourists from all over Australia, taking people
through the Mary Valley and Gympie regions.

Perfectly designed for life in the
Sunshine Coast, the split-level Astern
has everything you need to live a
luxurious yet low-maintenance life.
On the upper level of the home, set
away from the master bedroom and
living areas, are two bedrooms with a
central bathroom between, perfect
for overnight guests. The lower
level of the home boasts a designer
kitchen and open-plan living and
dining areas that overlook the garden
and flow onto the home’s spacious
alfresco area. The master bedroom,
with a large walk-in wardrobe and
an ensuite bathroom with double
vanities, is tucked away at the back of
the home, creating a peaceful retreat.
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To view this and other designs, and
to reserve your site, contact our sales
team on 1800 982 056.
OCTOBER 2020
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GEMLIFE PACIFIC PARADISE

Sales Manager’s
Message
IT HAS BEEN A TERRIFIC START TO THE
SPRING SEASON ON THE SUNSHINE COAST.
Last month members of the GemLife team took
part in the Australian Koala Foundation’s treeplanting initiative here on the Sunshine Coast.
For more information and to learn how you can
help, see page 46.
The palm-lined resort entrance is looking
absolutely stunning and has quickly become the
talk of the town. Read more on page 8.
Our premium coastal resort is filling up with
beautiful, brand new right-size homes and our
friendly band of residents is growing rapidly. Last
month we had nine new home owners move in
with more expected to move in this month.
We are down to the last of our move-in-ready
homes. If you are considering starting a whole
new life in paradise, now’s the time to stop by
the resort or book a private appointment to view

our stylish display homes and learn more about
what’s to come at GemLife Pacific Paradise.
Spring on the Sunshine Coast is absolutely
marvelous and what better way to make the
most of the mild subtropical weather than
admiring a breathtaking sunset over the resort at
a twilight appointment?
Victoria Dent
Sales Manager

GEMLIFE PACIFIC PARADISE SALES
Victoria Dent, Sales Manager
M 0412 131 832 | E victoria@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gpp

Calling all GemLife residents!
REFER A FRIEND TO GEMLIFE & EARN YOUR SELF $1,000!*
Name:

_____________________________________________________________

Email:____________________________________ Phone:_____________________
Signed:____________________________________ Date:______________________
Friend’s name:

________________________________________________________

Email:____________________________________ Phone:_____________________
Signed:____________________________________ Date:______________________
*Terms and conditions apply. Visit www.gemlife.com.au/terms for more information.
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PACIFIC PARADISE S O CIAL UPDATE

PACIFIC PARADISE FEATURE HOME

Maddison
VILLA 71, FACADE 1
COLOUR SCHEME: ?

$607,000

Heavenly high tea
Prospective residents delighted in an exquisite high tea
at the elegant Aimee Provence High Tea Parlour where
they enjoyed decadent sweet and savoury delights
while meeting new friends and learning about GemLife’s
premium lifestyle resort.

The kitchen forms the hub of this
spacious, open-plan home, making
it a great choice for enthusiastic
entertainers. Move-in-ready, the
living spaces of this stylish villa
flow seamlessly onto the courtyard
and alfresco areas where you can
relax and socialise with family or
friends. The master bedroom, with
walk-through wardrobe and ensuite
bathroom, is located at the rear
of the home, creating a peaceful
retreat. Two additional bedrooms,
with a central bathroom between,
ensure there’s plenty of space for
overnight guests. Ample storage and
a two-car garage make villa 71 the
perfect right-size.

A growing community
It was a busy month in paradise with many new home
owners joining the Pacific Paradise family. Welcome to
your place in the sunshine Terry and Heather Cullinan,
and Lynette and Edward Roper.

www.gemlife.com.au
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To view this and other designs, and
to reserve your site, contact our sales
team on 1800 430 885.
OCTOBER 2020
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GEMLIFE PALMWO ODS

Sales Manager’s
Message
GEMLIFE PALMWOODS IS OPEN
FOR BUSINESS!
Palmwoods is absolutely beautiful and has a
welcoming country-town feel yet is just around
the corner from many of the region’s most
popular destinations. It really is the ultimate
Sunshine Coast hinterland town.

eleven, modern open-plan home designs with
multiple facade and colour-scheme options and
a superb offering of standard inclusions. With
so much choice, there is truly something to suit
everyone.

Our sales office is open and I have already had
the opportunity to meet with many people who
are interested in learning more about GemLife.
People are ready to downsize from their big
country homes and acreages and embrace lowmaintenance living in a right-size home. GemLife
Palmwoods allows them to do so while staying in
an area they love.

Our 3D resort model and visual concept of the
site has arrived. For more information see page
26 or come down to the sales office located at
18-20 Margaret Street, Palmwoods, next door to
Ricks Garage.

The extensive suite of social and recreational
facilities to come once our beautiful threelevel country club is built, as well as the ability
to lock-up and go with ease, has also caught
people’s attention.
I’m excited to announce that the designs for our
gorgeous two-bedroom plus multipurpose room
homes have been finalised. The range features

PALMWO ODS UPDATE

So it begins
What an exciting month in the
beautiful Sunshine Coast as earthworks
commenced for our spectacular
hinterland resort.
Stay tuned for more progress updates
next month.
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I would like to take this opportunity to welcome
you to GemLife Palmwoods.
Liz Millroy
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE PALMWOODS SALES
Liz Millroy, Sales Manager
M 0437 169 379 | E liz@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gpw

GEMLIFE TWEED WATER S

Sales Manager’s
Message
IT’S BEEN A GREAT START TO THE SPRING SELLING
SEASON AT GEMLIFE TWEED WATERS.
Interest in our beautiful resort continues to
grow. We now have 43 home deposits and, with
the warmer weather upon us, expect a lot more
buyer interest in the months ahead.

on 0429 817 175 or email ashleigh@gemlife,com.au

In September, we held a special deposit holders’
event - a fabulous trip on the Seafarers Museum
Cruise with a delicious morning tea on the Tweed
River and Terranora Lakes.

Melanie Graham
Sales Manager

If you have any questions about our stunning,
waterfront boutique resort, please do not hesitate
to give me a call.

I am pleased to announce we are now
conducting tours of GemLife Bribie Island for
potential GemLife Tweed Waters residents.

GEMLIFE TWEED WATERS SALES

If you would like to come along to get a feel for
the GemLife over- 50s lifestyle, contact Ashleigh

W www.gemlife.com.au/gtw

Melanie Graham, Sales Manager
M 0427 633 928 | E Melanie@gemlife.com.au

TWEED WATER S FEATURE HOME

Tasman
FACADE 1

$610,000
The two-bedroom Tasman’s breezy layout seamlessly
connects indoor and outdoor living to create the
perfect entertaining space. The design includes a
generously-sized master bedroom, with spacious
walk-in wardrobe and double-vanity ensuite bathroom,
along with an additional bedroom, and study which is
tucked away at the front of the home for peace and
quiet. The spacious chef’s kitchen is enhanced with a
walk-in pantry and luxury Smeg appliances, ideal for
entertaining guests. A two-car garage with extra storage
makes this the ideal right-size home.
To view this and other designs, and to reserve your
site, contact our sales team on 1800 325 226.
www.gemlife.com.au

2

2

2

1
OCTOBER 2020

43

GEMLIFE WO ODEND

Sales Manager’s
Message
SPRING IS IN THE AIR AND THINGS
ARE HEATING UP IN WOODEND.
It has been lovely to see the strong community
spirit at our wonderful country resort despite the
current COVID-19 restrictions. Residents have
been making the most of the warmer weather
with plenty of walks and bike rides while enjoying
the fresh country air.
Our stunning lakefront country club is ready for
use as soon as restrictions ease up and residents
cannot wait to make the most of the state-of-theart recreational and fitness facilities, see page 20.
This month GemLife is participating in ygap’s
Polished Man campaign to raise awareness and
funds for children suffering from violence. Leading
the charge is GemLife Woodend Construction
Manager Gary Dunnett and the rest of the
construction team, who can be spotted sporting a
blue nail each. For information see page 30.
The last slabs have been poured in Stage One and
our beautiful boulevard homes are progressing

well and are now available to purchase.
If you’re ready to start a whole new life at GemLife
Woodend, a virtual tour of our superb display
homes or our gorgeous country club, is the perfect
way to inspect each and every room without
leaving the comfort and safety of your own home.
Contact Michelle or I to arrange a virtual tour and
have all your questions answered.
Alison Rice
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE WOODEND SALES TEAM
Alison Rice, Sales Manager
M 0409 132 871 | E alison@gemlife.com.au
Michelle Merrett, Sales Consultant
M 0448 730 516 | E michellem@gemlife.com.au
W www.gemlife.com.au/gwe

WOODEND FEATURE HOME

Bennett
FACADE 1, COLOUR SCHEME: RIDGE

$562,500
The Bennett masters the art of living well. A designer kitchen,
fitted with premium Smeg appliances and a walk-in pantry,
overlooks the open-plan dining and living spaces. The large
alfresco area is ideal for bringing outdoor functions into the
home and is the perfect place for a barbecue with family
and friends. A celebration of comfort and style, the master
bedroom, at the rear of the home, features a walk-through
wardrobe and ensuite bathroom. A spare bedroom and a
multipurpose room, or study, gives you the freedom to create
a home that reflects your new way of life.
To view this and other designs, and to reserve your
site, contact our sales team on 1800 982 056.
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3D

Take a virtual walk through

the country club
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GEMLIFE HAS LAUNCHED HIGH - TECH 3D TOURS OF ITS STUNNING NEW COUNTRY CLUB, READY
FOR PROSPECTIVE RESIDENTS TO TAKE A VIRTUAL WALK THROUGH THE BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED
ROOMS AND VIEW THE EXCITING FACILITIES WITHIN.
The launch follows the success of GemLife
Woodend’s display homes’ virtual tours, which
began in late August.
GemLife Woodend Sales Manager Alison Rice said
the tours showcase the stylish interiors and allow
buyers to see the scope of the facilities on offer at
the resort.
“The country club is simply stunning - the
quality and variety of facilities available is truly
exceptional. There is something for everyone to
enjoy,” said Alison.
The state-of-the-art tours are photo-realistic and
with a mouse-click viewers can take a 360-degree
look at each room in the country club - zooming
in on the facilities of most interest - from the
comfort and convenience of home.

Some of the country club’s first-class facilities
include a heated indoor swimming pool, ten-pin
bowling alley, golf simulator, games room, luxury
cinema, library, bar, cafe, creative arts studio and
much more.
The virtual tour also includes some of the club’s
outdoor areas such as the lakeside deck and
dining areas, plus the building’s facade.
If you’d like to start a whole new life at GemLife
Woodend, call our friendly sales team to
arrange a virtual tour of the resort’s stunning
new country club. Virtual tours of GemLife
Woodend’s display homes are also available
upon request. Call 1800 931 188.

WHY TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR?
Saves time

www.gemlife.com.au

Convenient

Photo-realistic

COVID-safe
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A helping hand for Australia’s
favourite marsupial
LAST MONTH MEMBERS OF THE GEMLIFE
TEAM GOT THEIR HANDS DIRTY, TAKING PART
IN THE AUSTRALIAN KOALA FOUNDATION’S
(AKF) TREE - PLANTING INITIATIVE AT THE
FOUNDATION’S SUNSHINE COAST FIELD
RESEARCH STATION.
GemLife Director of Sales and Marketing Andrew
Coulter said staff were happy to lend a hand to
help out their favourite Aussie animal.
“It was great to be given the opportunity to
help support this important cause, especially
after the devastation of the bushfires earlier this
year that left the country’s koala population at
serious risk,” he said.
The tree-planting initiative aims to transform
46 The Gem

Quinlan’s, a 40-hectare property in the Sunshine
Coast hinterland, into a primary koala habitat.
As the AKF is a non-profit scientific organisation,
it relies on donations and volunteer efforts.
“It’s an excellent initiative to get behind, whether
it be volunteering your time and energy to go
down and plant some trees yourself or simply
donating a dollar or two, every contribution
helps,” said Andrew.
If you would like to help the AKF realise its
vision of completing this important primary
koala habitat, visit www.savethekoala.com to
learn more. Trees can be planted on your behalf
if you’re not located nearby Quinlan’s, and there
are plenty of other ways that you can help, such
as adopting a koala.

GEMLIFE QUIZ MA STER

GEMLIFE SHOP IS NOW OPEN

The Gem crossword

Let’s go
shopping

Welcome to The Gem’s first monthly crossword. Thank
you to all the residents - current and future - who voted
for their favourite puzzle. It was close but crosswords
came out ahead.
Enjoy the game!

The GemLife Shop is now open,
ready for you to show off your
GemLife pride. From cheese-boards
and wine-cooler bags to golf
umbrellas and beach towels, the
new shop has plenty of stylish
and practical items from which
to choose.
All items offered at the GemLife
Shop are made with quality in mind.
Other GemLife goodies available
include caps, lawn bowls polishing
cloths, stemless plastic wine
tumblers, scarves, beanies, puffer
vests in both men’s and ladies’ sizes,
name badges and door mats.
If you do not have a pricelist
and order form, visit
www.gemlife.com.au/gemlifeshop
After submitting an order, you will
be notified when your items are
available for collection from the
resort managers’ office.

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Crowing (over)

1. Sacred Indian river

5. Levels

2. Weight measures

9. Poppycock

3. Tether (3,2)

10. Llama relative

4. Not as nice

12. Excusing

6. TV charity appeals

13. Backcomb (hair)

7. From the menu (1,2,5)

14. Rank, ... admiral

8. Hobbyists

16. Gunman

11. Encourages, ... on

19. Deficiency

15. Full of high spirits

21. Soviet Union (1,1,1,1)

17. Tendering

24. Scratch out

18. Sleeveless overdress

25. Peach variety

20. Universal ages

27. Weather map line

21. Insanitary

28. Powerless

22. Homing bird

29. Salutes

23. Discontinued

30. Unmerited

26. First Greek letter

www.gemlife.com.au
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SEPTEMBER WINNING PHOTO

‘A whole new life’ photo
competition is now closed
Picture perfect

AFTER NINE MONTHS AND COUNTLESS SUBMISSIONS, THE GEMLIFE ‘A WHOLE NEW LIFE’
CALENDAR COMPETITION HAS COME TO A CLOSE.
Each month one lucky winner was chosen from
across all GemLife resorts to have their photo
featured in the newsletter and receive a bottle
of wine.
GemLife Director of Sales and Marketing Andrew
Coulter said the competition was a great way for
residents and future residents to share their new
life experiences with others and explore their
artistic sides.
“It was wonderful to see so many residents
getting creative and sharing their special
moments and the things they love most about
their GemLife community and surroundings,”
he said.
“GemLife resorts are located in premium
locations and the photo competition really
reflected the natural beauty surrounding the
resorts.”

QUEENSLAND

Submissions included photos of sunsets, gardens,
pets, wildlife, local hotspots and residents’
favourite facilities.
While entries are now closed and monthly
winners have been chosen, the final photo
selection for the calendar is now under way and
monthly winners are not guaranteed a photo in
the 2021 calendar.
Calendars will be available to purchase for
$5 via GemLife Shop with all proceeds donated
to charity.
When you purchase your calendar you will be
asked to select one of the following charities:
the Australian Koala Foundation, Cancer Council
Australia, Polished Man or the Australian Red
Cross.
Congratulations to Steve Smith from Highfields,
winner for the month of September!

NEW SOUTH WALES

VICTORIA

Bribie Island

Maroochy Quays

Gold Coast

Tweed Waters

Woodend

9 Dux Drive
Bongaree Qld 4507

6 Charlston Place
Maroochydore Qld 4558

McCabe Avenue
Pimpama Qld 4209

30 Fraser Drive
Tweed Heads South NSW 2486

1800 193 177

1800 982 056

1800 325 229

1800 325 226

1849 Mount Macedon Road
Woodend Vic 3442

Highfields

Pacific Paradise

Palmwoods

Lennox Head

75 Highgrove Drive
Highfields Qld 4352

40 Menzies Drive
Pacific Paradise Qld 4564

1800 910 278

1800 430 885
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18-20 Margaret Street
Palmwoods QLD 4555

1800 718 414

67 Skennars Head Road
Lennox Head NSW 2478

1800 571 954

1800 931 188

