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Director’s Message
WELCOME TO THE MARCH ISSUE OF THE GEM AND THE FIRST MONTH OF AUTUMN. THE PAST
MONTH HAS BEEN A BUSY AND EXCITING ONE ACROSS ALL OF OUR RESORTS, THOUGH
IT’S GOODBYE SUMMER, THINGS CONTINUE TO HEAT UP AT GEMLIFE.
GemLife Woodend’s Stage Two Display Homes
Grand Opening brought in enthusiastic crowds
to view our stylish new display homes, take a
sneak peek at the resort’s lakeside country club
and enjoy the magnificent surroundings of this
very special location.
Just for Melburnians, we will have a special
event on Tuesday, 31 March - GemLife’s Ageless &
Booming Downsizing Forum. Over-50s living has
radically transformed in recent years, something
GemLife has proudly championed with its
first-class lifestyle resorts, as has the over-50s
demographic itself. Guest speaker Rose Herceg,
a highly-regarded futurist and trend forecaster,
will share insights into today’s over-50s and how
the general public and marketers get this group
very wrong (see page 4). Because lifestyle resorts
are a relatively new concept in Victoria, there’s a
lot of confusion about what they are, especially
from a financial and legal perspective. Soughtafter downsizing expert Rachel Lane will break it
all down step by step (see page 8).
In northern New South Wales, our latest
development, GemLife Tweed Waters, has been
attracting strong interest with a terrific turnout
for our information session last month where
we previewed some of the fantastic features on
offer at this boutique coastal resort. The resort
will have a coastalised mid-century modernist
vibe and take full advantage of its waterfront
position. See page 11 for details.
At GemLife Bribie Island in Queensland’s
Moreton Bay, construction of our new Stage
Four display homes is wrapping up ahead of
our grand opening on Saturday, 4 April. We will
be showcasing an exclusive one-off design, The
Gem, our biggest display home ever with lots
of unique, luxurious features (see page 14).
On the Sunshine Coast, our stunning Maroochy
Quays site celebrated a major milestone with its
first residents moving in last month. Welcome to
GemLife Wayne and Julie!
Despite the intense wet weather in Queensland
in February, we remain on track with the
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construction of our beautiful, airy display homes
and look forward to showing them off soon.
Our premium resort at Pacific Paradise
continues to draw substantial interest.
Last month the team was excited to see the
first slabs poured at the resort and we are all
looking forward to the completion of the new
display homes.
Yours sincerely,
Adrian Puljich
Director & CEO
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Embracing an active
lifestyle in the country
GEMLIFE WOODEND RESIDENT JOHN BURNS MADE THE MOVE FROM THE BIG CITY TO GEMLIFE’S
OVER - 50s LIFESTYLE RESORT IN THE COUNTRY EARLIER THIS YEAR TO PURSUE A MORE ACTIVE
AND SOCIAL LIFESTYLE.
John, a Melbourne local, decided to make
the move to GemLife Woodend to escape the
crowding of the city and the hassle of a
big home.
“I lived in South East Melbourne and I got sick
and tired of how crowded it was, I couldn’t even
park in front of my own house,” he said.
“My old house was 37 years old and my house
here is only 10 months old, so it’s a lot less work
and has a lot more advantages, plus I’m out of
the city traffic but I’m still just a train ride away.”
John is making the most of his new resort
lifestyle, keeping active and social by golfing,
playing lawn bowls, attending local shows and
events as well as joining the Kyneton Horse
Racing Club.

www.gemlife.com.au

“That’s the advantage of living in a lifestyle
resort, everyone here is very friendly and living
at GemLife means everything I like is just a hop,
skip and a jump away,” he said.
John has become a member of the Gisborne
Golf Club, where he regularly participates
in tournaments, recently winning the club’s
Midweek Monthly Trophy.
“Golf is something I’ve always enjoyed, it’s good
for exercise and relaxation and you also get to
meet some nice people,” he said.
John is looking forward to the completion of the
country club later this year and is eager to try out
the new facilities including the golf simulator.

MARCH 2020
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Ageless &
booming
The truth about ageing
in Australia
When it comes to ageing, the way over-50s in
Australia think, feel and live is light years away
from the tired stereotypes perpetuated in the
media and the out-of-date assumptions held
by the general population.
The reality is, according to research into ageing
by WPP AUNZ, Australia’s over-50s are thriving.
Instead of winding down, they’re gearing up enjoying and living the best years of their lives.
Based on interviews of 2500 Australians aged
between 50 and 79, the report - Ageless &
Booming - examines the “lies” believed about the
over-50s demographic and, more importantly,
reveals how far from the truth they are.
According to Rose Herceg, Chief Strategy Officer
at WPP AUNZ, the biggest surprise that came
out of the research was the size of the chasm
between perceptions and reality of how the
over-50s spent their time.
“The average person thinks over-50s are all
about slowing down. But in reality, they’re getting
married, going to university, getting into fitness,
buying a new home, or starting a new business,”
she said.
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“The over-50s are looking to explore new
interests and are motivated by the same things
as younger generations”.
The research also found that 69 per cent of
respondents said that age has never been less
relevant, 78 per cent feel much younger than
their age and almost two-thirds said they were
living their best years yet.
Retirement, as perceived by the general public
and media, doesn’t come close to describing the
reality of the over-50s and beyond.
They’re active, fitter, healthier and open to new
experiences and adventures. Some are working
full-time or part-time and they do not consider
themselves old.
According to Rose, advertisers and marketers
are guilty of misfiring with the over-50s, using
lazy cliches that are as insulting as they
are inaccurate.
In fact, 94 per cent of people over 50 dislike
the way brands and marketers communicate
with them.
“Marketing by businesses to the over-50s tends
to focus around slowing down, disconnecting,
and opting out. Banks, for example, focus on

retirement and superannuation whereas one
in three of those starting new businesses
is over-50. So why not talk to them about
financing instead?” she said.
“Tech companies ignore this demographic
but the over-50s are spending more time
online than Millennials and Generation X. The
assumptions and limits placed on them by
others are annoying to this demographic.”
Booming both in numbers and lifestyle,
the reality of how Australia’s over-50s are
living their lives is far removed from societal
stereotypes and shows a group that’s
embracing life with ambition and purpose.
“The last 25 to 30 years of life should be the
most exciting. Usually, the third act of a play is
when the best stuff happens. In a traditional
narrative, that’s when things get interesting
and the exciting part of the story happens,”
said Rose.
Rose Herceg will be a special guest speaker
at GemLife’s Ageless & Booming Downsizing
Forum in Melbourne on Tuesday, 31 March.
Details on page 19. For details visit
gemlife.com.au/ageless
www.gemlife.com.au

ABOUT ROSE HERCEG
Rose Herceg has built a career as one of
Australia’s most respected futurists and
social forecasters. As Chief Strategy Officer
for WPP AUNZ, Rose consults to clients for
the global communications powerhouse
about emerging trends, business strategy
and innovation. Business Review Weekly
Magazine named Rose the number one
innovative thinker in the country and
Pophouse, her first business, the country’s
best place to go for new business models
and emerging trends data. Rose received
the Small Businesswoman of the Year
Award from then Prime Minister John
Howard in 2002 and is an internationally
published author.

MARCH 2020
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The changing face
of the over-50s
Our residents have their say
MORE THAN A QUARTER OF ALL AUSTRALIANS ARE OVER 50 AND MOST
SAY AGE HAS NEVER BEEN LESS RELEVANT. THEY ROLL THEIR EYES AT TIRED
CLICHES ABOUT AGEING AND THE MAJORITY SAY THEY’RE LIVING THE BEST
YEARS OF THEIR LIFE.
We asked residents - current and future - to share their thoughts about the
changing face of Australia’s over-50s and what they think about life 2.0.

“When I was in my 50s I didn’t consider
myself old. I’m now in my 60s, and I
still don’t. Cliches and stereotyping
people doesn’t add value but being
open to seeing new possibilities does.
We are all individuals, there is a
beautiful diversity in what makes
up this group.”
Steve, GemLife Highfields

“My husband and I both feel more
relaxed and confident as well as
having more time for ourselves and
each other with time to explore and
pursue varied interests! We have both
learned through personal experience
and from others to allow ourselves to
embrace who we truly are and to enjoy
our life fully. Life goes by so fast with
each year seeming to go faster than

“We’re more fit than our parents
were at our age.”
Jo, GemLife Woodend

the one before. I believe it is so very
important for us all to remember that
life, no matter what age, is to be lived
with grace, vigour and gratitude and

“One of the best things about being in
the over-50s is having the time to be able
to do all the things you want to do.”
Barry, GemLife Woodend
6
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let’s not forget about being grateful;
grateful that we are able to turn the
page and write the next chapter.”
Elizabeth, GemLife Pacific Paradise

“Our generation is blessed with the rise in social media and education that gives us
the tools to live an active, healthy and involved life after 50. Previous surveys have
highlighted that those over 50 are the biggest users of social media be this as a
way of educating ourselves or staying connected with family and society.
The norm nowadays is taking responsibility for our health both mentally and
physically so we can enjoy the years 50 and beyond. This has never been easier
with the proliferation of opportunities to fill our lives with those things that keep us
healthy and happy. A ‘lived experience’ helps us make choices about how we see
our retirement and, on the flip-side, the things we don’t want to do with
these years!
Everywhere one looks we are surrounded by active over-50s who are in control
of their lives. Travelling the world or our beautiful country, trekking, volunteering,
young and healthy enough to enjoy family with a clear view of how they want to
live during these years.
The rise in over-50s lifestyle living has widened this opportunity. The opportunity to
be engaged with like-minded people, being able to lock-up and leave to embark
on a lifestyle that would have been unheard of a couple of decades ago.
Choice is what makes this chapter in our lives so attractive.
Keep working, work part time, retire to the beach, stay in your own home.
Yes, choice is the best part of this phase of our lives”.
Julie, GemLife Pacific Paradise

“People think we are living in the past but that could not be further from the truth.
Tons of the makers and shakers of the world are around our age. We are not slow,
we are thorough and constructive and we can do the things we like, how we like,
when we like and, most of the time, where we like.” Carol, GemLife Maroochy Quays

“People think that we just want to sit
around and take things easy. That’s not
true. We want to continually learn different
things and engage in social activities.
We are not finished living our lives.”
Wayne and Julie,
GemLife Maroochy Quays

“Being older lets you draw on your past
experiences to make a better life now.”
Janet, GemLife Woodend
www.gemlife.com.au

“I am far more active now than I
was before my 50s. There’s not a day
that goes by where I’m not doing an
activity of sorts, wether it’s an exercise
class in the country club or a walk by
myself. I’m always doing something.”
Diana, GemLife Bribie Island
“There’s so many opportunities and
lifestyle options available to us.”
Resident, GemLife Woodend
MARCH 2020
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Downsizing made simple
WHEN THE FAMILY HOME HAS OUTGROWN ITS USEFULNESS AND IT’S TIME TO START A WHOLE
NEW CHAPTER IN LIFE, DOWNSIZING CAN BE MADE A LOT EASIER WITH SOME EXPERT ADVICE.

According to Rachel Lane, downsizing expert and
co-author of Downsizing Made Simple, together with
personal finance expert Noel Whittaker, downsizing
isn’t about square metres but about right-sizing for
future needs.
Rachel said many people procrastinate about making
the move to downsize because they lacked a full
understanding of what’s involved from a financial and
legal perspective.
“Sitting in a lounge wishing for another, better life
doesn’t help make the life you want. Jumping in
without fully understanding is also not good,” she said.
“It’s all about making informed choices, which is why
8
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Noel and I wrote the book. It guides people
through the legal and financial aspects of
downsizing, explaining how a move can affect your
lifestyle, superannuation, pension and benefits.”
In the case of over-50s lifestyle resorts, or land
lease communities (LLC’s) as they’re technically
known, Rachel says general knowledge levels were
increasing but Victorian homebuyers in particular
had an education gap to bridge compared to
other states.
“The model is well-known in Queensland and New
South Wales. In Victoria, people don’t know what
land lease communities are and assume they’re
the same as retirement villages,” said Rachel.

ABOUT RACHEL LANE
Rachel Lane is Australia’s leading expert
on downsizing and over-50s living. Highly
regarded for her engaging explanations of
the ins and outs of financing over-50s and
retirement living, Rachel is a sought-after
columnist, commentator and speaker. She
has co-authored a number of books, most
recently teaming up with finance expert
Noel Whittaker to write Downsizing
Made Simple.

“It’s a big issue in Victoria. People jump to
conclusions and make assumptions. For example,
payment of exit fees is automatically assumed and
most people don’t understand when they do or
don’t pay stamp duty,” she said.
“Most people also have no idea about rent
assistance. The idea confuses them because they’ve
come from a background of owning their own
homes, and will continue to own their own home
under the LLC model. They assume rent assistance
only applies to traditional renting scenarios.”
To provide a simple and comprehensive resource
for downsizers, Downsizing Made Simple allows
readers to select scenarios that apply to their
own circumstances with the help of easy-to-use
checklists and calculators.
“The tools we’ve created give people more certainty
and clarity so they can confidently have a successful
move,” said Rachel.
Rachel Lane will be a special guest speaker at
GemLife’s Ageless & Booming Downsizing Forum in
Melbourne on Tuesday, 31 March. For details visit
gemlife.com.au/ageless
www.gemlife.com.au

DOWNSIZING MADE SIMPLE
By Rachel Lane and Noel Whittaker
If it’s time to make a move that takes care
of you now and for the future, Downsizing
Made Simple will guide you through
the legal and financial maze, explain
how a move can affect your lifestyle,
superannuation, pension and benefits.
To ensure a successful move, Downsizing
Made Simple will help you make
informed decisions.
Available in bookstores or online at
www.booktopia.com.au
RRP is $24.99

MARCH 2020
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Sunshine Coast
& Moreton Bay
Amongst top property hot spots in 2020
AUSTRALIA’S BEST LOCATIONS TO BUY PROPERTY THIS YEAR HAVE BEEN REVEALED AND
GEMLIFE HAS THREE RESORT LOCATIONS IN THE TOP FIVE PROPERTY HOTSPOTS FOR 2020.
SUNSHINE COAST, QUEENSLAND

MORETON BAY REGION, QUEENSLAND

Famous for its beaches and near-perfect
weather, the Sunshine Coast is a state treasure.
Noosa Heads had the highest unit growth in the
nation with median house prices increasing by
24% in 2019. The area is popular among retirees
and investors from other states.

The Moreton Bay Region is one of the fastest-

GemLife Pacific Paradise: GemLife Pacific
Paradise is surrounded by natural bushland and
stunning beaches, yet located nearby to the
thriving precinct of Maroochydore’s CBD.

enthusiasts.

GemLife Maroochy Quays: Flanked by the
Maroochy River and Eudlo Creek Nature Reserve,
GemLife Maroochy Quays offers easy access to
the Sunshine Coast’s national parklands, beaches
and vibrant local communities.
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growing urban regions in Australia. Situated
between Brisbane and the Sunshine Coast, this
region is known for its stunning hinterland ranges
and pristine waterways. The bay and island are
a playground for boating, diving and swimming
GemLife Bribie Island: Located on Moreton Bay’s
smallest and only road-accessible island, Bribie
Island. The resort is surrounded by national
parkland and overlooks the serene waters of
Dux Lake.
GemLife prides itself on selecting premium,
world-class destinations for all resorts.

How to live your happiest

Life after 50 & beyond

FOR MANY PEOPLE, A WHOLE NEW PHASE OF LIFE KICKS INTO GEAR AFTER 50. WITH
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF HAPPINESS COMING UP ON 20 MARCH, HERE ARE SOME TIPS ABOUT
HOW TO LIVE YOUR HAPPIEST LIFE WELL INTO YOUR 50s AND BEYOND.
Get physical: Physical and mental wellbeing go
hand in hand. Exercise reduces stress, improves
overall health, boosts energy levels and releases
dopamine, the happiness hormone. All it takes is
30 minutes of moderate-intensity physical activity
a couple of days a week to reap the benefits of an
active lifestyle. GemLife resorts’ extensive, first-class
recreational and sporting facilities are all designed
with a fit and active lifestyle in mind, ensuring there is
something to suit all tastes.
Stay social: Arguably the biggest contributor to
positive ageing is fostering and maintaining positive
relationships and having a sense of connectedness
and community. Living a social lifestyle not only
boosts happiness but is also associated with better
health and longer lifespans. GemLife has a multitude
of social groups, events and activities that are perfect
for residents to get to know their neighbours and
connect with others over shared interests.

www.gemlife.com.au

Pursue your passions: Many people are living
exciting, fulfilling lives well into their 70s and 80s. It
is never too late to pursue your passions. Take some
time to pick a skill that you have always wanted to
improve and start working on it every day. Not only
will your daily achievements make you happier, but
you may make some new friends along the way.
Plan ahead: Whether you’re working full-time,
part-time or are retired, there never seems to be
enough hours in the day. Always wanted to travel
abroad, write a book, learn a new language? Start
now. Set some time aside, to plan ahead so that you
aren’t left feeling as though you missed out on any
of your dreams. Have a clear sense of what you want
to accomplish and make a plan so you always have
something to look forward to.
There’s no time like now to start living your
happiest life!
MARCH 2020
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Making Waves

Bribie Island’s first paddleboarder
MICHELLE THOMAS FIRST DISCOVERED PADDLEBOARDING AT GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND’S ‘A DAY
ON THE LAKE’ EVENT LAST YEAR WHERE SHE DEVELOPED AN INTEREST IN THE SPORT. AFTER
RECEIVING A STAND - UP PADDLEBOARD FOR CHRISTMAS FROM HER HUSBAND DAVID SHE
QUICKLY BECAME A PADDLEBOARD FAN.

“I’d seen other people doing it, heard that it was
a good workout, and it looked very relaxing. With
the lake right on our doorstep it seemed like the
perfect activity, so I decided I wanted to give it a
try and now I absolutely love it,” said Michelle.
Stand-up paddleboarding is an excellent and
increasingly popular low-impact way to build
strength and improve overall fitness levels.
Michele and David enjoy road trips in their
caravan and Michelle is looking forward to taking
her new accessory on their next trip.
“We are planning a caravan trip in a couple
of weeks, and I’ll definitely be bringing my
paddleboard. My goal is to be able to stand up
on the paddleboard by then, I just need to keep
practising and I know I’ll get there,” she said.

12

The Gem

At the moment Michelle is the only resident at
GemLife Bribie Island who paddleboards but she
is anticipating that will change in the future.
“At the moment no one else at the resort
paddleboards but we’ve got a great club of
kayakers, the Rusty Yaks, who meet on Monday
afternoons at 4:00pm,” said Michelle.

A DAY ON THE LAKE
A Day on the Lake is coming up
later this month and is the perfect
opportunity for residents and
prospective residents to try out
paddleboarding, kayaking and plenty
of other water activities.

GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND

Sales Manager’s
Message
WELCOME TO AUTUMN AND WHAT IS SURE TO BE
ANOTHER FANTASTIC MONTH AT GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND.

The team is excited about our new Stage Four
display homes nearing completion ahead of our
Stage Four Display Homes Grand Opening on
Saturday, 4 April (see page 14). The new colour
schemes and extra standard inclusions look
fabulous, and we’re especially looking forward to
seeing the stunning one-off lakefront villa
being finished.

Gem Café, followed by a tour of our display
homes on a Tuesday, Wednesday or
Friday morning.

Stage Four’s remaining sites will be built-out
with our new home designs following building
approval, so don’t miss out on selecting one
of these terrific designs. We also have some
stock homes under construction and ready to
purchase. These are located close to the resort’s
facilities and for $1,000 you can sign a 120-day
conditional contract and put your home on the
market. An additional $4,000 deposit is payable
once you’re ready to go unconditional.

For more information or to book a tour of our
homes and facilities, please call one of our
friendly sales team on the numbers below.

I would like to invite you to get a taste of the
wonderful lifestyle on offer at GemLife Bribie
Island at one of our complimentary morning
teas. Bring along a friend or family member and
meet some of our current residents. Enjoy our

Samantha Lingham, Sales Consultant
M 0408 571 755 | E sam@gemlife.com.au

Last month we welcomed Suzanne O’Callaghan
to the Bribie Sale Team. Suz comes to us with
over 30 years of experience and joins us as the
Sales Administration Support Officer.

Glenys Lowry
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND SALES TEAM
Glenys Lowry, Sales Manager
M 0436 010 495 | E glenys@gemlife.com.au

Michelle Rochow, Sales Consultant
M 0447 411 691 | E michelle@gemlife.com.au

What’s on at Bribie Island
ABBA TRIBUTE SHOW & DINNER
Sing along to all your favourite ABBA songs, enjoy fabulous harmonies,
stunning costumes and unforgettable dance moves with ABBALIVE
- ABBA as they really were. Tickets are $50 per person and include
the show, a two-course dinner plus two drink vouchers.
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Spaces are limited so book now to avoid disappointment!
Dress: ABBA inspired or cocktail attire
WHEN

Wednesday, 29 April 2020, 5:30pm for a 6pm start

WHERE

GemLife Bribie Island Country Club

RSVP

Registration and cash payment due by Tuesday, 21 April.
Register online at GemLife.com.au/gbiabba

www.gemlife.com.au
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Stylish Stage Four display homes
Come to the Grand Opening
GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND WILL SHOWCASE 11 OF ITS STUNNING NEW DISPLAY HOMES
ALONG WITH A NEW LUXE WATERFRONT VILLA AT ITS STAGE FOUR DISPLAY HOMES
GRAND OPENING ON SATURDAY, 4 APRIL.
The new, stylish, modern two and three-bedroom
Stage Four display homes will feature five new
colour schemes and upgraded interior design
features such as luxe window fittings, chic
splashback tiles, new garage options and more.
Stage Four has launched, with the release of 96
new sites, including several premium blocks
overlooking Bribie Island National Park.
The launch event will also debut GemLife’s
largest and most luxurious display home to
date, The Gem. This one-of-a-kind, lakefront,
Hamptons-style three-bedroom home boasts
new features including a minibar area, a butler’s
pantry and media room.

GemLife Sales & Marketing Director Andrew
Coulter said the GemLife team had been hard at
work preparing for the event which was gearing
up to be an exciting day.
“There are lots of excellent new features that
we cannot wait to reveal. Everything is falling
into place and we are looking forward to a
terrific event,” said Andrew.
“We are especially excited to debut The Gem,
it really is something special.”
While at the resort, attendees will also have the
opportunity to explore Bribie Island’s awardwinning country club and its first-class facilities.
The GemLife team will be on hand to answer
any questions.

Bribie Island Stage Four Display Homes Grand Opening
Experience a taste of exceptional over-50s living at the GemLife Bribie Island’s Stage Four Display Homes
Grand Opening. Come take a look at our 11 new display homes including a stunning new, one-of-a-kind
lakefront villa featuring a stylish minibar area, patio and media room.
WHEN:

Saturday 4 April, 10am - 1pm

WHERE: 9 Dux Drive, Bongaree, Bribie Island
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RSVP:

Register by Monday, 30 March at www.gemlife.com.au/gbifour

PRIZE:

Bribie Island National Park 4WD & Camping Experience for 2 people.

The Gem

BRIBIE ISLAND S O CIAL UPDATE

BRIBIE ISLAND FEATURE HOUSE

Coral
COLOUR SCHEME: COWRIE
FACADE 1, VILLA 196 - GARDEN SITE

$500,000
This brand new Coral display home,
set on a premium garden site,
features a breezy and spacious layout
which seamlessly connects indoor
and outdoor living areas to create the
perfect entertaining space.

Aloha Bribie
The Bribie Island Country Club pool was transformed
into a tropical paradise for a Hawaiian inspired cocktail
party. Party-goers enjoyed a social evening, making
new friends while enjoying fruity cocktails and tasty
canapes pool-side.

The modified design includes a
generously-sized master bedroom,
with walk-in wardrobe and ensuite
bathroom, along with two additional
bedrooms and a multi-purpose room
at the front of the home. This home is
now available to view.

Valentine’s Day
Love was in the air at Bribie Island as residents, current
and future, gathered in the country club to celebrate
a day of love with a delicious two-course meal and
special Valentine’s Day desserts lovingly prepared by
GemLife’s talented chef Matt Conquest.

www.gemlife.com.au
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Call our sales team on 1800 193 177 to
arrange an inspection.
MARCH 2020 15

GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS

Sales Manager’s
Message
WELCOME TO MARCH AND WHAT IS SURE TO BE
ANOTHER BUSY AND FABULOUS MONTH AT OUR
IDYLLIC GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS RESORT. THE AUTUMN
SEASON IS OFF TO A LOVELY START WITH EVERYTHING
‘GREENING UP’ QUICKLY FOLLOWING SOME MUCH
NEEDED AND VERY WELCOME RAIN.
Last month we had some terrific social events.
We held a lovely Valentine’s Day inspired floral
workshop at the country club - we loved seeing
all the beautiful bloom creations. We also had
our first mystery tour of the year which was a
big success. Guests enjoyed a trip to the Downs
Steam Tourist Railway and Museum in Drayton
for a great day out.
Civil construction is progressing well on our
upcoming Stages, and we’re anticipating the
release of Stage Three later this year. Stay tuned
for updates.

seven perimeter sites left, all with double hedges
for added privacy. They are very popular sites, so
call today so you don’t miss out.
For more information or to book a tour of
our homes and award-winning country club,
please call our friendly sales team on the
numbers below.
Rachael Benham
Sales Manager

Contact us for a tour of our stylish, new luxe
display homes with ultra-high ceilings, chic new
timber-look flooring, seamless indoor-outdoor
living spaces and luxurious, upgraded fittings
and fixtures. Or come take a look at our last
remaining Stage Two garden sites. There are only

GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS SALES TEAM
Rachael Benham, Sales Manager
M 0437 256 745 | E rachael@gemlife.com.au
Jenny Rickwood, Sales Consultant
M 0436 011 527 | E jenny@gemlife.com.au

What’s on at Highfields
ABBA TRIBUTE SHOW & DINNER
Sing along to all your favourite ABBA songs, enjoy fabulous harmonies,
stunning costumes and unforgettable dance moves with ABBALIVE
- ABBA as they really were. Tickets are $50 per person and include
the show, a two-course dinner plus two drink vouchers.
Spaces are limited so book now to avoid disappointment!
Dress: ABBA inspired or cocktail attire
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WHEN

Thursday, 30 April 2020, 5:30pm for a 6pm start

WHERE

GemLife Highfields Country Club

RSVP

Registration and cash payment due by Wednesday, 22 April.
Register online at GemLife.com.au/ghfabba

The Gem
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HIGHFIELDS S O CIAL UPDATE

HIGHFIELDS FEATURE HOUSE

Iris
FACADE 1

$489,000

Grandparents Day
Award winners’ trip
to the zoo
GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS RESIDENTS ANGUS AND VICKI
LANE ENJOYED A MEMORABLE TRIP TO THE DARLING
DOWNS ZOO WITH THEIR GRANDCHILDREN HOLLY,
SOPHIE AND CHARLIE, MAKING THE MOST OUT

The Iris is our largest home with
three bedrooms and two bathrooms,
ensuring there is always enough room
for overnight guests and making it
ideal for avid entertainers.
Perfectly zoned living areas and
a stylish designer kitchen, with
premium Smeg appliances, large
walk-in pantry and island bench,
form the heart of this spacious home.
The Iris boasts a massive verandah
that wraps around the entire rear of
the property.

OF THE PRIZE THEY EARNED AS THE WINNERS OF
GEMLIFE’S GRANDPARENTS DAY AWARDS 2019 BEST GRANDPARENTS.
“We had a wonderful time at the Darling Downs Zoo and
the Marmoset Encounter with our grandchildren and
their parents Scott and Margaret, who also came with us.
Thank you GemLife for the prize,” said Vicki.
The gang started the day off by walking around the zoo
and feeding as many animals as they could.
“We fed wallabies, and zebras, who were very gentle like
horses. We also nursed a baby crocodile and fed an emu
who bit my thumb!”
After feeding the animals the family headed to the
Marmoset Encounter, a highlight of the day.
“They are so tiny and very friendly, the children loved
them jumping on their heads and climbing all around,”
said Vicki.
The first annual GemLife Grandparents Day Awards
were held in 2019 and saw dozens of grandchildren of
GemLife residents across Bribie, Highfields and Woodend
nominating their grandies for Best Grandfather, Best
Grandmother or Best Grandparents. Award winners
each received a tailored Ultimate Family Experience.
Stay tuned for more information about GemLife
Grandparents Day Awards for 2020 later in the year.
www.gemlife.com.au
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There are currently only two Iris
homes available. To view this or
other homes for sale, or to reserve
your site, contact Rachael or Jenny
on 1800 910 278.
MARCH 2020
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GEMLIFE WO ODEND

Sales Manager’s
Message
AUTUMN HAS BEGUN AND IT’S LOOKING TO BE ANOTHER
BIG MONTH AT GEMLIFE WOODEND WITH LOTS OF
EXCITING NEWS TO SHARE.
Last month we held our Stage Two Display
Homes Grand Opening to showcase seven
stunning new display homes all featuring ultrahigh ceilings, high-end appliances and seamless
indoor-outdoor living spaces. The grand opening
also included the launch of GemLife Woodend’s
dog-run, a spacious play area for the resort’s
residents and their four-legged family members
to enjoy some socialising in the great outdoors.
When completed, Stage Two at GemLife
Woodend will feature three new home designs
and a total of 27 new, move-in-ready homes.
The excitement and progress continues with our
gorgeous lakeside country club rapidly coming
together. Last month a group of eager residents
got to walk through the country club for the first
time to get a taste of what’s to come (see page 21).

We are looking forward to yet another busy and
eventful month in March and cannot wait to keep
you updated on all the news and happenings at
GemLife Woodend.
For more information or to book a tour of our
fabulous new display homes, please call our
friendly sales team on the numbers below.
Alison Rice
Sales Manager

GEMLIFE WOODEND SALES TEAM
Alison Rice, Sales Manager
M 0409 132 871 | E alison@gemlife.com.au
Michelle Merrett, Sales Consultant
M 0448 730 516 | E michellem@gemlife.com.au

Stage Two Display Homes Grand Opening
It was a terrific day in
picturesque Woodend at
our GemLife Woodend Stage
Two Display Homes Grand
Opening! The day was a
smashing success with many
keen visitors browsing our
latest display homes and
viewing our seven stunning
new home designs. Visitors
also enjoyed a sneak peek
of the country club and its
incredible facilities, as well as
taking in the crisp autumn air
while checking out the resort’s
new dog run.
18
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WO ODEND FEATURE HOUSE

Streeton
COLOUR SCHEME: RIDGE
FACADE 2, VILLA 59, GARDEN SITE

$582,000

Ageless & Booming
Downsizing Forum

This premium garden site home has
plenty of places to relax and unwind
and is perfect for those looking for
some greenery around their home. The
Streeton boasts a large master bedroom
complete with walk-in wardrobe and
a spacious double vanity ensuite. With
two additional bedrooms and a central
bathroom inbetweeen, you will never
be short on comfort or space for guests.
A gourmet kitchen with walk-in pantry,
island bench and Smeg appliances has
easy access to the breezy alfresco and
other living areas completing this
luxury home.

PROUDLY BROUGHT TO YOU BY GEMLIFE.

Ready to live a whole new life? Australia’s over-50s are
healthier, fitter and more engaged than any generation
before, driving seismic changes in over-50s living. Join us
and our panel of experts for a special forum to learn more
about over-50s lifestyle resorts - a unique model that lets
homebuyers downsize their responsibilities and upsize
their lifestyle - and hear the latest insights about how the
over-50s are living their lives and how poorly the media
and the general public understand this active and vibrant
demographic.
WHEN

Tuesday 31 March, 10am - 12noon

WHERE

Hyatt Place Melbourne, Essendon Fields
1 English Street, Essendon Fields

SPEAKERS Rachel Lane, downsizing expert
Rose Herceg, respected social forecaster and
futurist.
RSVP

To learn more and pre-register, please go to
www.gemlife.com.au/ageless

www.gemlife.com.au
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To view this and other designs, and
to reserve your site, contact our sales
team on 1800 982 056.
MARCH 2020

19

IMAGE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY

Woodend Country Club taking shape
EXCITEMENT IS BUILDING AS THE COMPLETION OF GEMLIFE WOODEND’S LAKESIDE COUNTRY
CLUB DRAWS CLOSER, WITH THE INTERNAL FIT - OUT DUE TO BEGIN SHORTLY.
The luxurious country club will capitalise on
Woodend’s unique charm and picturesque rural
setting to create an inviting, stylish space for
relaxing, socialising or keeping fit.

the lake, perfect for evening cocktail hours or

GemLife Interior Design Manager Jennifer Kyle
said the country club will feature earth-tones
inspired by the landscape with lots of layering
of textures to create warmth, ambience and a
mountain-lodge feel.

said excitement was building at the resort.

“The design of the country club is inspired by
Woodend’s stunning natural surrounds and will
create an oasis that makes the most of its serene
lakeside location,” said Jenn.
“Residents will be able to relax on the country
club’s fabulous outdoor deck that wraps around
20 The Gem

coffee mornings in the fresh air, taking in the
exceptional lake views all year round,” she said.
GemLife Woodend Sales Manager Alison Rice

“It’s terrific to see Woodend’s country club
coming together and everyone is eager to see
what it looks like and make the most of the
fantastic facilities to come,” she said.
The country club will include a range of facilities
designed to support social and active living
including a gym, heated indoor pool and spa,
golf simulator, luxurious cinema, wine room
and more.

WO ODEND S O CIAL UPDATE

Are you ready to

‘Run The Rock’?
RUN THE ROCK, ONE OF THE MOST PICTURESQUE
RUNNING EVENTS IN THE COUNTRY, IS COMING UP
NEXT MONTH AND GEMLIFE IS PROUD TO BE AN EVENT
PARTNER FOR THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW.
Last year’s event was a smashing success which saw a new
personal record set by GemLife Woodend’s Susan Lawson,
who was joined at the event by an enthusiastic contingent
of GemLife volunteers.
Run The Rock has a variety of race options all mapped
out around the iconic Hanging Rock, near the townships
of Woodend and Mount Macedon.

A glimpse of
what’s to come
The highly-anticipated GemLife
Woodend Country Club is starting
to take shape and residents got their
first glimpse of what’s to come as
they walked through for the first time.

Susan, who ran in the 5km race last year, hopes to take
part again this year with her daughter and granddaughter.
“Last year’s Run The Rock was great, it was my first time
participating and I had a lot of fun,” she said.
“You don’t have to run, you can always sign up and walk
the distance and it’s just as much fun that way, so why not
get a group together and give it a go!”
Run The Rock is also a terrific opportunity for those
looking to get involved in a fun community event as a
course support volunteer providing assistance on
the course.
Last year’s event saw an enthusiastic group of GemLife
residents and future residents volunteering at the event,
handing out water and enjoying all the events on offer in
the race village.
Register as a participant or volunteer online at
www.gemlife.com.au/runtherock by Friday, 22 March.
Participants who register by this date will receive a free
participant race shirt.
www.gemlife.com.au

Valentine’s Day
Residents gathered in the sales
office to share the love with a
social afternoon of drinks, festive
Valentine’s Day snacks and friendship.
MARCH 2020
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GEMLIFE MARO O CHY QUAYS

Sales Manager’s
Message
WELCOME TO THE FIRST MONTH OF AUTUMN AND WHAT
PROMISES TO BE A MEMORABLE MARCH HERE AT GEMLIFE
MAROOCHY QUAYS ON THE FABULOUS SUNSHINE COAST.
February’s wet weather slowed construction but
the team is pulling out all stops to get back on
track this month. The first of our stylish, modern
display homes have been completed and we’re
expecting the remainder to be finished
very soon.
The good news doesn’t end there! We also had
a partial release of our Stage Three sites, which
are located just a short distance from the future
country club.
Last month our future residents joined us for
two relaxed, informal educational sessions about
phone andinternet connectivity, presented by
OptiComm.It was a great opportunity for people
to have all their questions answered.
Our bus trips to GemLife Bribie Island will now
be held once a month so that prospective
homeowners can still visit this established resort
for a taste of our terrific over-50s lifestyle and
see Bribie’s magnificent, award-winning country
club, the facilities and, of course, enjoy a lovely
morning tea.

The team is excited about our first residents
moving in later this month. We look forward to
sharing the details in the next newsletter.
We can’t wait to share many more major
milestones with you, so watch this space! If
you want to learn more, come and visit us at
our beautiful GemLife Maroochy Quays Sales
Experience Centre for the most up-to-date
information. We’d love to welcome you.
To reserve the site of your choice, have your
questions answered, or see site plans and
samples of fixtures and fittings, please call our
friendly sales team on the numbers below.
Joanne Michalowsky
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS SALES TEAM
Joanne Michalowsky, Sales Manager
M 0447 546 271 | E joanne@gemlife.com.au
Julie-Anne Turner, Sales Consultant
M 0427 891 573 | E julie-anne@gemlife.com.au

MARO O CHY QUAYS S O CIAL UPDATE

Connectivity
clarity
Residents learnt how to
get connected and choose
a retail service provider at
an OptiComm information
session where they had the
opportunity to have all their
internet and connectivity
questions answered by
the experts.
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MAROOCHY QUAYS FEATURE HOME

Commodore
FACADE 1

$562,000

A central open-plan living area and
a bonus courtyard make this the
perfect home for keen entertainers.
The Commodore’s dining and living
spaces integrate smoothly with the
large alfresco area.
This ideal right-size home features a
large master bedroom with walk-in
wardrobe and double-vanity ensuite
bathroom. Two more bedrooms with
easy access to the second bathroom
and a two-car garage complete
this home.
To view this and other designs, and
to reserve your site, contact our sales
team on 1800 982 056.
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Shaken, not
stirred
It was a high-energy day of comedy
and toe-tapping tunes at the
Swingin’ Martinis show last month.
Current and future residents enjoyed
a perfectly prepared cocktail of
fun at this fantastic interactive
performance, as well as some sweet
eats before and after the show. It
was a truly memorable event that
had residents laughing out loud
alongside friends old and new!

www.gemlife.com.au

MARCH 2020
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GEMLIFE PACIFIC PARADISE

Sales Managers’
Message
IT’S BEEN ANOTHER TERRIFIC MONTH AT GEMLIFE
PACIFIC PARADISE!
With strong sales and enquiries continuing
throughout the month, sites are selling swiftly.
If you’re considering right-sizing your home and
upsizing your lifestyle by making the move to
GemLife Pacific Paradise, now is a great time to
sell your home. The Sunshine Coast market is
booming and people in some areas are selling
their homes within days of going on the market.
We’ve even had one client sell their home before
going public!
All the rain over the past month has put our
build schedules back slightly but it has also done
an excellent job freshening up the countryside.
With the wet weather easing, it’ll be onwards and
upwards once again and our future residents are
excited for their new homes to be built.
If you’re interested in becoming a part of the
GemLife Pacific Paradise community, we’d like
to invite you to attend one of our bi-weekly bus
tours to GemLife Bribie Island. These tours are
a great opportunity to inspect Bribie’s display
homes, see the incredible facilities on offer and

PACIFIC PARADISE SOCIAL UPDATE
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get a feel for the GemLife over-50s lifestyle. Call
us for details.
We also have plenty of events planned in the
coming months where you can meet and
socialise with other prospective residents.
If you’re ready to enjoy relaxed, coastal-style
living in a premium over-50s lifestyle resort on
the Sunshine Coast, visit us at the GemLife Pacific
Paradise Sales Centre to learn more. Do not
hesitate to call us on the numbers below.
Victoria Dent & Liz Millroy
Sales Managers

GEMLIFE PACIFIC PARADISE SALES TEAM
Victoria Dent, Sales Manager
M 0412 131 832 | E victoria@gemlife.com.au
Liz Millroy, Sales Manager
M 0437 169 379 | E liz@gemlife.com.au

PACIFIC PARADISE
FEATURE HOME

Fairview
FACADE 1

$604,500
The Fairview is perfectly designed for
seamless indoor-outdoor living all
year round with a spacious front porch
and breezy living spaces that flow
onto an alfresco area.
A designer kitchen, fitted with
premium appliances and featuring a
walk-in pantry, overlooks the dining
and living rooms. A spacious master
bedroom, with walk-in wardrobe and
ensuite bathroom, is tucked away at
the back of the home for a peaceful
retreat. Two additional bedrooms,
with a central bathroom, a double-car
garage and a courtyard complete this
stylish home.
To view this and other designs, and
to reserve your site, contact our sales
team on 1800 430 885.

2+

MPR
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Valentine’s
Day lunch
It was a day full of love and
companionship as friends
old and new enjoyed a
delicious two-course meal
and drinks at the Boat Shed,
basking in the stunning
panoramic views of the
Maroochy River.

www.gemlife.com.au
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GEMLIFE TWEED WATER S

Sales Manager’s
Message
WHAT AN EXCITING MONTH FOR GEMLIFE TWEED
WATERS, GEMLIFE’S LATEST OVER - 50s LIFESTYLE RESORT,
COMING SOON TO THE STUNNING TWEED.
Our GemLife Tweed Waters information session
was a huge success, with guests from New South
Wales, all over the Gold Coast and as far away as
the Sunshine Coast joining us to hear the latest
news about this very special boutique resort.

salon, creative arts studio, bowling green, library
and more.
Guests also heard more about the resort’s
gorgeous house designs and the homes’
luxurious standard inclusions.

GemLife Director & CEO Adrian Puljich gave
attendees a sneak-peek of the resort’s fabulous
country club which will boast stylish, coastal
architecture with a breezy Palm Springs
modernist feel. The club will take advantage of
water views, wrapping around the water frontage
so residents can enjoy the natural beauty of the
area all year round.

For those of you who would like to get a feel of
the lifestyle on offer, why not join our bus tour to
GemLife Bribie Island this month? This is a great
opportunity to see an established resort, look at
the incredible facilities at Bribie’s award-winning
country club and view a selection of beautiful
display homes (see details below).

Facilities will include an outdoor yoga studio, bar
and cafe, fully equipped gym studio, outdoor
lounge areas, sauna, BBQ area, wine room,
luxury cinema, ten-pin bowling alley, games &
entertainment room, golf simulator, hairdressing

Melanie Graham
Sales Manager

If you have any questions about our fantastic
new resort, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

M 0427 633 928 | E melanie@gemlife.com.au

What’s on at Tweed Waters
TWEED WATERS BUS TOUR TO BRIBIE
Join the first of our 2020 bus tours to GemLife Bribie Island to experience our
fabulous over-50s lifestyle and get a taste of what’s in store for you at GemLife
Tweed Waters.
Tour the extensive facilities on offer at GemLife Bribie Island’s award-winning
country club, inspect the resort’s beautiful display homes and get to know your
prospective neighbours over lunch.
WHEN

Thursday 26 March, 7:45am for an 8:00am departure

WHERE Bus departure from the Twin Towns Juniors club carpark at the
corner of Fraser Drive and Leisure Drive, Tweed Heads South
RSVP
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To confirm attendance and advise of special dietary requirements,
please contact Melanie Graham at melanie@gemlife.com.au or on
0427 633 928 by Thursday, 19 March or visit gemlife.com.au/gtwbustour

TWEED WATER S S O CIAL UPDATE

TWEED WATERS FEATURE HOUSE

Caspian
FACADE 1

GemLife
Tweed Waters
info session
A SPECIAL INFORMATION SESSION ABOUT OUR
NEWEST RESORT, GEMLIFE TWEED WATERS, LAST
MONTH ATTRACTED GUESTS FROM ALL OVER
QUEENSLAND AND NEW SOUTH WALES.
GemLife Director and CEO Adrian Puljich outlined the latest
details about the exclusive, boutique-sized resort, including
previews of GemLife Tweed Waters’ modern, two-storey
country club which will feature an incredible roof-top pool.

Relax, unwind and watch the world
go by from the large front porch
of the spacious Caspian. This twobedroom, two-bathroom home, with
an additional multi-purpose room,
gives you the option to create a space
that fits your lifestyle. The designer
kitchen, with Smeg appliances, large
walk-in pantry and island bench, is
perfect for cooking up a storm.
A generous alfresco area opens up
via stacker doors from the living area,
making this home perfect for indooroutdoor entertaining. The master
bedroom has an ensuite bathroom
complete with double vanities
and a walk-in wardrobe. A handy
study nook and a two-car garage
with storage cupboards create the
ultimate right-sized home.

The architecture of the country club will boast a sleek,
coastal look with references to southern Californian midcentury modernism, but with a Tweed twist. Incorporating a
coastal material palette including stone and louvred feature
walls and interesting use of timber, the club wraps around
the water-front to maximise a north-east aspect.
Facilities in and around the country club include an outdoor
yoga studio, bar and cafe, gym studio, outdoor lounge areas,
barbecue facilities, luxurious cinema, a creative arts space
and much more.
“The resort’s fantastic location on the water ensures
residents can also enjoy the activities the area is famous
for such as fishing, boating and water sports,” said Adrian.
Homebuyers can choose between ten two or threebedroom home designs, each with two facade options,
and five colour-scheme choices.
Home construction is expected to start in mid to late 2020,
subject to development approvals.
www.gemlife.com.au
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To view this and other designs, and
to reserve your site, contact our sales
team on 1800 430 885.
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FEBRUARY WINNING PHOTO

Picture perfect
Enter GemLife’s ‘A whole new life’ photo competition
GemLife’s search for the best residents’ (current
and future) photos from across all resorts to be
featured in the GemLife 2021 ‘A whole new life’
calendar has begun.
Each month one winner will be chosen from
across all GemLife resorts, and at the end of
the year, twelve photos will be selected to be
featured in a GemLife 2021 lifestyle calendar.
GemLife Sales & Marketing Director Andrew
Coulter, said the competition is a great way for
residents and future residents to share their new
life experiences with others and explore their
artistic side.
“GemLife is full of creative residents and is
home to a number of professional and amateur
photographers. We’re looking for anything from
the ordinary to the extraordinary, what we really

QUEENSLAND

GemLife.com.au

want to see is what residents love most about
their GemLife resort and surrounds,” he said.
While photos do not need to be professionally
taken, all photos should be high resolution and
submitted in 2meg, jpeg format. While residents
will be credited in the calendar, GemLife reserves
the right to alter or re-use any submitted photos
and winners are not guaranteed a photo in
the calendar.
Monthly winners will receive a special prize!
The competition will run until 30 September
2020, with all submissions to be sent to
photos@gemlife.com.au.
Congratulations to future Highfields resident
Paula Pettett, winner for the month of February!

NEW SOUTH WALES

VICTORIA

Bribie Island

Maroochy Quays

Tweed Waters

Woodend

9 Dux Drive
Bongaree Qld 4507

6 Charlston Place
Maroochydore Qld 4558

30 Fraser Drive
Tweed Heads South NSW 2486

1800 193 177

1800 982 056

1800 325 226

1849 Mount Macedon Road
Woodend Vic 3442

Highfields

Pacific Paradise

Lennox Head

75 Highgrove Drive
Highfields Qld 4352

40 Menzies Drive
Pacific Paradise Qld 4564

67 Skennars Head Road
Lennox Head NSW 2478

1800 910 278

1800 430 885

1800 571 954

Gold Coast
COMING SOON

1800 931 188

