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Director’s Message
WELCOME TO THE JUNE ISSUE OF THE GEM. WITH WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY TAKING PLACE
ON 5 JUNE, THIS MONTH’S NEWSLETTER PUTS THE SPOTLIGHT ON SUSTAINABILITY AND THE
GREAT OUTDOORS.
GemLife resorts’ premium locations are
surrounded by a multitude of spots perfect
for getting some quality green time, especially
now that restrictions are easing. We asked
our residents to vote for their favourite local
outdoor hotspots - turn to pages 5-7 to see
their top five picks.
GemLife is committed to corporate
environmental responsibility to protect the
environment, and conserve energy and natural
resources. Not only are our homes built with
energy-efficient standard inclusions, such as
solar PV panels and energy-efficient lighting,
GemLife is also committed to innovative
sustainability practises in the management
of our resorts. Learn about our five-year rare
Black Gum Tree and native flora revegetation
program at Woodend (page 4) and Bribie Island’s
eco-friendly floating wetlands water treatment
system (page 12).
Thanks to good weather throughout May, we
continued to see excellent momentum with
construction across all our sites.
On the Sunshine Coast at GemLife Maroochy
Quays, Stage Three civil works have been
completed, as has the piling for the resort’s
boardwalk and jetty, and the outdoor swimming
pool has been poured. Boardwalk construction
and in-ground works on the resort’s stunning
two-storey country club are now well under way.
It is expected the slab for the country club will
be poured by the end of July.
Construction has been powering ahead at our
premium resort, GemLife Pacific Paradise, with
homes taking shape and it’s great to see the
resort entry and managers’ residence coming
along.
At GemLife Bribie Island, the second stage of the
resort’s biological floating wetland treatment
system, located by the dog park, is progressing
and is expected to be completed this month.
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At our idyllic Highfields resort, civil works
on stages three and four has begun, as has
bulk earthworks in Stage Five as well as the
construction of a maintenance access track for
a revegetation and rehabilitation program.
Excitement is growing at our Woodend resort for
the completion of the beautiful lakeside country
club, currently on track to be wrapped up by the
end of June. Stage Three civil works have been
progressing well and are expected to finish by
month’s end.
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all the
residents who generously donated to the Cancer
Council’s Biggest Morning Tea last month, in
addition to those who helped raise awareness
for this important annual fundraiser by sending
in creative photos of their favourite morning
teas. For residents who haven’t had a chance,
there’s still time. See page 35 for details.
Yours sincerely,
Adrian Puljich
Director & CEO

Book a private appointment with our
resort sales teams
IF YOU’RE READY TO LIVE A WHOLE NEW LIFE
AND ENJOY THE BEST OF OVER - 50S LIVING,
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR NEW PRIVATE
APPOINTMENTS, AVAILABLE AT ALL
GEMLIFE RESORTS.
From Monday to Saturday (Monday to Sunday
at GemLife Bribie Island), private appointments
with our sales teams are available through our
new booking system at 10am, 12:30pm and
2:30pm.
These appointments are one way GemLife has
adapted to the times to ensure homebuyers
can continue to visit our sales offices or see
display or move-in-ready homes in person while
keeping them safe during the current COVID-19
pandemic.
At a private appointment you can:
• Learn more about the GemLife lifestyle
• Browse floor plans
• Browse carpet, tile and colour-scheme samples
• View display and/or move-in-ready homes
(where applicable)
• Ask questions and look at price lists

Country clubs open for viewing
Private appointments to view our stunning
Highfields and Bribie Island country clubs are
now also available. GemLife’s stylish country
clubs feature a truly impressive range of
luxurious facilities designed to deliver an
exceptional lifestyle for the over-50s.
With our COVID-savvy sales teams practising
social distancing and strict hygiene, in addition
to increased cleaning programs of our offices
and display homes, you can put your mind at
ease when meeting with our teams.
To book a private appointment CLICK HERE or
visit gemlife.com.au/privatetour and choose the
resort you wish to visit.

Sunshine Coast Marathon & Community
Run Festival expressions of interest
THE 7 SUNSHINE COAST MARATHON &
COMMUNITY RUN FESTIVAL IS THE PERFECT
EVENT FOR PEOPLE OF ALL FITNESS LEVELS,
WITH THE OPTION OF 2KM, 5KM, 10KM, 21.1KM
OR THE 42.2KM MARATHON.
Make the most of Queensland’s coastal winter
running conditions at this not-for-profit event,
running along the rolling surf and pristine
beaches of the Alexandra Headlands’ coastline.
The 7 Sunshine Coast Marathon & Community
Run Festival is set to take place on Sunday, 16
August 2020.

To express your interest in the event, email
events@gemlife.com.au
www.gemlife.com.au
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Woodend’s
protected
woodlands set to
bloom in spring
GEMLIFE WOODEND’S UNIQUE PROTECTED FORESTS ARE SET TO FLOURISH THIS SPRINGTIME
WITH PLANS TO PLANT MORE THAN 2500 NATIVE SEEDLINGS.
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Part of a five-year plan, the native revegetation
program will include 51 seedlings of the rare
Black Gum Tree, some of which will be planted
in the wider community in consultation with the
Macedon Ranges Shire Council and Woodend
Landcare. Last year, the council invited GemLife
to help safeguard this endangered tree species,
a unique variety of eucalyptus tree that, in
Victoria, grows exclusively in Woodend.

“I love the character that these very special
green-belts give to the resort. They add standout
beauty and create an inimitable look and feel
that simply can’t be found anywhere else in
Victoria,” he said.

GemLife Woodend is already home to a thriving
population of these extremely rare trees, with
hundreds located throughout the resort’s
protected forest areas - two expansive swathes
of woodland running from the north of the site
to its southernmost boundary.

Resort Manager Tony Liversidge, a passionate
gardener with over 15 years’ experience in
landscape gardening, is overseeing the initiative
and working closely with the council and
Woodend Landcare in readiness for the
spring plantings.

Ben Livingstone, GemLife General Manager, said
the protected forests were a big part of the
site’s charm.

“I love the protected forest areas and am looking
forward to working on the revegetation program
and watching the plants and trees grow. It’s going
to be absolutely fantastic,” he said.

The Gem

“GemLife Woodend’s beautiful natural greenbelts protect our robust population of Black
Gums and create a magnificent oasis for other
local native species too.”

GemLife Woodend’s
beautiful natural
green-belts protect
our robust population
of Black Gums.
In Victoria, the only known Black Gum populations
lie within a four-kilometre radius of Woodend
township. Most of these populations are small
and under threat from weeds, grazing, drought
and soil compaction. Black Gums are listed
as endangered by Commonwealth and State
environmental legislation.
Other native flora to be planted at GemLife
Woodend include Silver Wattle and Australian
Blackwood trees, Snow Daisy, Golden Tip and

www.gemlife.com.au

Grey Parrot bush shrubs, as well as groundcover
plants such as Black-anther Flax-lily, Tall Rush
and Kangaroo Grass.
GemLife plans to involve residents in this special
project to give them a sense of ownership of the
resort’s unique natural forest.
“There’s already strong interest and residents
ask me nearly every day what’s going on. They’re
keen for the next stage!” said Tony.
“After the native seedlings are planted, I can’t
wait to see the colour in springtime next year.
It will be incredible.”
The Council, together with the Threatened
Species Conservancy and Woodend Landcare,
is working with GemLife to support Black Gum
maintenance and revegetation initiatives. Stay
tuned for details about how residents can
be involved.

JUNE 2020
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Yearning for
some green time?
Discover the best of the great
outdoors around our resorts

GEMLIFE PRIDES ITSELF ON BUILDING ITS RESORTS AT PREMIUM, SOUGHT - AFTER LOCATIONS.
WITH RESTRICTIONS SLOWLY EASING AND WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY TAKING PLACE THIS
MONTH, WHAT BETTER TIME TO PUT THE SPOTLIGHT ON SOME OF THE BEST PLACES IN THE
GREAT OUTDOORS NEAR EACH OF OUR RESORTS.
Research of more than 140 million people
worldwide showed that living close to nature
and spending time outside has significant and
wide-ranging health benefits. Exposure to
greenspace reduces the risk of type II diabetes,
cardiovascular disease, stress, high blood
pressure and more.
This month GemLife residents share some local
knowledge, voting for their favourite outdoor
spots - see which locations made the list. If you
are yearning for some quality green-time,
read on!

We moved to the
Sunshine Coast because
it’s such a fantastic location.
There are plenty of walking
and biking trails suitable for
people of all fitness levels.
From the resort you can
walk down to the beach or

bike down to Maroochydore
and Coolum.

GEMLIFE PACIFIC PARADISE HOMEOWNERS AND AVID
OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS SHARON AND DAVID PEARCE.
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O’Reilly’s, © O’Reilly’s Rainforest Retreat

Kondalilla Falls, © wikipedia

Tweed Heads

Sunshine Coast

Some beautiful green places to visit are:

Some stunning coastal places to visit near
GemLife’s Maroochydore and Pacific Paradise
resorts are:

WOLLUMBIN NATIONAL PARK: Tucked away in
the hinterland, between Tweed Heads and Byron
Bay, is World-Heritage-listed Wollumbin National
Park, home to the renowned Mount Warning,
the remnant central vent of an ancient volcano.
This picturesque park is the optimal hinterland
destination for a walk or picnic.
O’REILLY’S RAINFOREST RETREAT: Take in a
bird’s-eye view of the rainforest canopy and
sweeping views of the McPherson Range from
the O’Reilly’s Tree Top Walk, a suspension bridge
situated 20 metres above the rainforest floor.
Or admire the magnificent rainforest views from
the ground by exploring one of the many scenic
walking trails.
POINT DANGER: Situated on the New South
Wales and Queensland border, the historic
Point Danger boasts stunning views from Surfers
Paradise to Byron Bay. Point Danger was named
by Captain James Cook in 1770 during his journey
up the east coast of Australia to warn later
mariners of the dangerous coral reefs off the
coast. Enjoy coastal views, watching the dolphins
just offshore, or visit the Captain Cook Memorial
to learn more about the site’s rich history.
FINGAL HEAD BEACH: Tucked away in one of
the last remaining pockets of littoral rainforest
along the Tweed Coast, is one of the region’s
hidden gems. Fingal Head Beach boasts pristine
blue waters and stunning basalt rock formations,
forged around 23 million years ago by ancient
lava flows from the nearby and extinct shield
volcano, Mount Warning. Fingal Head is not your
average beach.
www.gemlife.com.au

NOOSA NATIONAL PARK: Home to some of
Queensland’s most picturesque coastline and
one of the World Surf Reserve’s ten world surfing
reserves, is Noosa National Park. The park is
home to many vulnerable and endangered
wildlife species including the glossy blackcockatoo, ground parrot, koala, red goshawk
and wallum froglet.
GREAT SANDY NATIONAL PARK: This treasure
trove of natural beauty is home to spectacular
dunes, cliffs of coloured sands and stunning
beaches as well as luscious forest filled with
fragrant wildflower and picturesque walking
tracks leading to the historic Double Island
Point Lighthouse.
KONDALILLA FALLS: In the heart of the scenic
Blackall Range are the spectacular Kondalilla
Falls. Home to more than 107 species of birds,
70 species of reptiles and 32 species of frogs, the
Kondalilla Falls are a nature lover’s paradise.
MOUNT COOLUM: Mount Coolum is renowned
for its breath-taking, panoramic views of the
Sunshine Coast region from the top of its unique
volcanic dome, which rises 208m above sea
level. With views of the Maroochy River and
Caloundra, Mount Coolum provides one of
the most popular trekking destinations on the
Sunshine Coast. Created 26 million years ago,
this ancient volcanic dome is home to many
fascinating geological features and rare wildlife
including endangered falcons.

JUNE 2020
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Residents’
favourite
green spots
TOP PICKS BRIBIE ISLAND
With so many fantastic destinations in
the area, it can be difficult to choose
which ones to visit and a bit of local
knowledge can help. Our residents have
voted, and we reveal their top five mustsee locations in the Bribie region.
1. Pumicestone Passage
2. Woorim Beach
3. Bribie Island National Park
4. D’Aguilar National Park

Bribie Island

5. Red Beach

Some picturesque coastal places you won’t want
to miss:

TOP PICKS WOODEND
The majestic Macedon Ranges region is
full of incredible outdoor destinations.
Residents share their local knowledge,
voting for their favourites. Here’s the top
five must-see locations in the Woodend
region:
1. Hanging Rock
2. Mount Macedon
3. Camel’s Hump
4. Gardens of Tieve Tara
5. Macedon Regional Park

TOP PICKS HIGHFIELDS
GemLife Highfields residents voted for
their favourite local green spots. If you
can’t decide which of the many fabulous
destinations to visit first, work your way
through their top five locations in and
around the Highfields region:
1. Peacehaven Botanic Park
2. Laurel Bank Park
3. Toowoomba Waterbird Habitat
4. Picnic Point
5. Crow’s Nest National Park
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PUMICESTONE PASSAGE: This 35-kilometre
stretch of sparkling beaches and meandering
waterways is tucked between Bribie Island
and the mainland. The Pumicestone Passage
is known for its clear waters and marine life,
including turtles and bottlenose dolphins. This
local treasure is also a fisherman’s paradise
brimming with tailor, bream and jewfish.
RED BEACH: This secluded beach situated away
from the main Bribie Island tourist area, is a pet
owners paradise, and the perfect destination for
an undisturbed walk along the beach or a dip in
the calm water during high tide.
BIBIMULYA WETLANDS: This local gem is
the ideal destination for a quiet, tranquil
walk through the picturesque wetlands. The
Bibimulya Wetlands is perfect for keen outdoor
enthusiasts, boasting a diverse range of plant
species and birdlife.
BULCOCK BEACH: Stroll through paradise with
a trip to picture-perfect Bulcock Beach. Dip your
toes in the warm paddling pools on the sand
during low tide or take a walk on the beautiful
boardwalk overlooking the pristine white
beaches and crystal-clear water. Pack a picnic to
enjoy in a grassy park area or grab a bite to eat
at one of the many restaurants and cafes across
the road.

Hanging Rock © Visit Macedon Ranges

Picnic Point © Picnic Point Toowoomba

Woodend

Highfields

For some fresh country air in the beautiful
Victorian countryside visit:

Famous for beautiful gardens and stunning
scenery, some Toowoomba Region countryside
hotspots include:

GARDENS OF TIEVE TARA: Enjoy the vibrant,
ever-changing, seasonal colours all year-round
at the breathtaking Gardens of Tieve Tara. With
tumbling creeks, serene lakes, pin oaks, aspens,
liquid ambers, silver birches and an abundance
of stunning flowers, Tieve Tara is often referred
to as the ‘Jewel of the Mountain’.
HANGING ROCK: One of the best examples of
a volcanic plug in the world, and just a short
country drive from Woodend, is the must-see
destination of Hanging Rock. Sculpted over
six million years by exposure to weather and
erosion, this magnificent rock formation with
stunning views is one place you won’t want
to miss.
CAMPASPE RIVER: Perfect for a peaceful stroll,
the serene Campaspe River is surrounded by
a beautiful blend of exotic and re-established
indigenous species. The flowing river is home to
platypi, black and wood ducks and a variety of
fish species including redfin, tench and
yellow belly.
WOMBAT STATE FOREST: This moss-covered
wonderland is often referred to as ‘the wild
heart of Macedon Ranges’ and is home to grey
kangaroos, wombats, wallabies, echidnas, koalas
and 150 species of birds. This nature lover’s
paradise is the ultimate destination for a bushwalk or a relaxing picnic.

www.gemlife.com.au

RAVENSBOURNE NATIONAL PARK: A prime
example of the rainforest that once covered
this part of the Great Dividing Range region,
Ravensbourne National Park is full of towering
trees, palm groves, trickling streams and amazing
birdlife with more than 80 bird species found in
the park.
LAUREL BANK PARK: A flower fanatic’s paradise,
located in the heart of Toowoomba, this
beautiful park is home to spectacular manicured
gardens, a scented garden, a collection of exotic
trees, and a picturesque picnic area, gazebo and
croquet greens. Each spring the park hosts the
Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers, the longest
running floral event of its kind in Australia.
CROWS NEST NATIONAL PARK: With
spectacular creeks, granite rock formations
and a stunning eucalypt forest the Crows Nest
National Park is a unique treasure tucked away
in the Great Dividing Range region. Boasting a
vast variety of tree species including gum trees,
stringybarks, bloodwoods and ironbarks, and
home to platypi, swamp wallabies, echidnas,
bandicoots, lace monitors and the brushtailed rock-wallabies, this park is the perfect
destination for an outdoor adventure.
HIGHFIELDS FALLS: The perfect destination for
a tranquil, outdoor outing after the rainy season.
Enjoy a refreshing walk in the crisp country air
through the local vegetation and birdlife and
take in the serene waterfall views.
JUNE 2020
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Adventure
time
Off the beaten track
on Bribie Island
ADVENTURE AND TAKING THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED HAVE BEEN
PART OF GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND RESIDENT CHALON LEE’S LIFE
SINCE GROWING UP IN THE SOUTHERN U.S. STATE OF GEORGIA,
WHERE SHE DEVELOPED A LOVE OF THE GREAT OUTDOORS,
LEARNING TO HUNT, RAPPEL AND RIDE MOTORBIKES.
From briefly considering a
career as a stuntwoman to
a 1000-kilometre solo trek
through remote central African
jungle in flip-flops, Chalon’s
fearlessness has taken her all
over the world for work
and play.
During a four-year cultural
exchange in the Congo with
the Peace Corps, an American
government volunteer program,
she spent two years living in a
mud hut and had the unique
experience of bow-hunting with
a Pygmy tribe.
“The Pygmies in the area are
hunters and gatherers, and
since I had a bow, I asked if I
could hunt with them. We had
to trek for three hours through
small trails in the forest but
10
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eventually got a monkey. It was
such a cool place and I was so
lucky to experience it,” she said.
Since moving to GemLife Bribie
Island last year, Chalon has
turned her love of adventure
towards exploring the diverse
outdoor offerings in and around
Bribie - not only on foot, bike
and via four-wheel-drive,
but also by air, thanks to her
new-found passion for
drone videography.
“Bribie Island has lots of
opportunities for exploration
and the drone has been great
for looking at out-of-the-way
places,” she said.
Some of her discoveries include
an oyster farm at Sandstone
Point, a shipwreck in the
channel near Banksia Beach

Bribie Island
has lots of
opportunities
for exploration.
and capturing the annual
sea mullet migration along
the coastline.
“I’m loving videography and
now that I’m retired, I have time
and less pressure - I’m learning
for the pure joy of it.”
Keeping active with a lot of
cycling and walking as well as
kayaking, swimming, tennis and
golf, Chalon also enjoys fishing
and exploring the northern
end of Bribie Island by fourwheel-drive.

Four-wheel driving on Bribie
Keen for a four-wheel or six-wheeldrive adventure on Bribie? It’s
essential to have a vehicle with high
clearance and low-range function
for driving through Bribie Island’s
national park and recreation area,
including on the beach. All-wheeldrive vehicles without true 4WD
function and vehicles with low
clearance will have difficulty along
inland tracks and in soft sand.
Permits cost $50.60 for one week
or less, or $158 for more than
a week (this permit lasts for 12
months). Due to restricted access
to the national park and recreation
area, permits are unavailable before
12 June. For future bookings, visit
https://qpws.usedirect.com/qpws/

www.gemlife.com.au

The unspoiled beaches,
lagoons and the historical
remnants of WW2 naval
defence fortifications in the
north, including Fort Bribie
and bunkers, are drawcards for
adventurous locals and
visitors alike.
Driving on Ocean Beach’s
vast stretches of soft sand
takes a deft hand, and Chalon,
together with an equally
adventurous friend Judy, often
pass surprised, inexperienced
young-guns bogged in the sand.
“It’s such a pretty area and
because Bribie Island has two
sides, the ocean side and the
calm part on the channel
side, we have a lot of variety,
including interesting wetlands,”
she said.
“It’s important to try new things
and make an intent of it. I’m not
happy unless I’m learning new
things and you’re never too old
to learn new stuff.”
JUNE 2020
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Plant
power
Harnessing the natural
power of plants with Bribie’s
floating wetlands
BOBBING UNOBTRUSIVELY ON THE SURFACE OF GEMLIFE
BRIBIE ISLAND’S DUX LAKE IS A FLOTILLA OF MAN - MADE
RAFTS THAT HOUSE HUNDREDS OF NATIVE WETLAND
PLANTS. SEAMLESSLY BLENDING IN WITH THEIR NATURAL
SURROUNDINGS, THESE DECEPTIVELY HUMBLE PLANTS COLLECTIVELY CALLED A BIOLOGICAL FLOATING WATER
TREATMENT SYSTEM (FWTS) - ARE WORKING AROUND - THE CLOCK TO CLEAN THE LAKE’S WATER.
GemLife Director and CEO Adrian Puljich said
the floating wetlands were part of GemLife’s
mission to make the resort as eco-friendly
as possible.
“Environmental sustainability is very important
to GemLife. The wetland system has a number
of environmental benefits and the rafts used to
house the plants are even made from recycled
plastic drink bottles,” he said.
FWTS are used to keep the lake water clean and
provide a suitable environment for fish to thrive.
They also function as flood barriers and natural
water purifiers and are sometimes referred to as
the kidneys of the Earth.
The wetland plants that are anchored to the rafts
remove pollutants and lower phosphorus levels
12
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in the water which slows soil erosion and helps
plant life thrive. The water is cleaned through
plant, soil and root interactions that mimic
natural wetlands and house beneficial watercleaning microorganisms.
Water is treated by the oxygenated, bulky mass
of roots that hang beneath the raft like a thick
curtain (see inset above). This thick mass of roots
provides an ideal surface area for the growth of
biofilm which works to keep the water as clean
as possible.
“Along with keeping the water clean, floating
wetlands are also beneficial to the natural plant
and fish life in the beautiful Dux Lake,” said
Adrian.
FWTS foster natural vegetation rehabilitation

KEEPING BRIBIE’S GARDENS
GREEN WITH FERTIGATION
GemLife Bribie Island is known for
its luscious gardens and greenery. A
little-known fact about what keeps
the plant life flourishing, is the resortwide fertigation system that works in
conjunction with the FWTS.
GemLife’s innovative lake water
fertigation system uses water from
Dux Lake to provide resort-wide
fertigation to create healthier gardens
around the resort while also reducing
fertilisation and water usage costs.
The fertigation system replaces
traditional fertilisation practices
which release significant amounts
of liquid or granular fertiliser several
times a year. Fertigation targets plant
nutrient deficiencies, reduces soil
erosion and water consumption, and
creates healthy, vibrant gardens.
and provide a food source and refuge for fish
for a biologically diverse, healthy ecosystem
and bring waterways to life by attracting
native wildlife.
These special ecosystems can also reduce
suspended sediments in ponds, provide
bacterial support that is necessary for the
treatment of water, and manage stormwater
by protecting shorelines from erosion by
slowing water flow.

The fertigation system automatically
doses irrigation water with liquid
fertiliser at the pumping point. A pH
corrector and soil conditioner are
also added to the irrigation system,
delivering small amounts of fertiliser
each time the irrigation system is
switched on, providing consistent,
nutrient-rich plant food.

Phase two of the floating wetlands is currently
under construction and will introduce even
more water-cleaning plants to Dux Lake. To be
completed by the end of June, phase two is
located in the lake near the dog park.

www.gemlife.com.au
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What’s growing
at Highfields
GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS IS EXPLODING WITH COLOUR THIS WINTER
WITH A PLETHORA OF FRESH FRUITS AND VEGGIES, INCLUDING
BROCCOLI, TOMATOES, LEMONS AND EGGPLANTS, ALL THRIVING
IN THE COMMUNITY GARDEN.

Resident and pharmacy assistant Monica
Lampard enjoys making use of the resort’s many
social and recreational facilities including the
community garden where residents can take in
the fresh country air and get their hands dirty.
“We call the garden everybody’s backyard. Right
now there are a few of us who mostly look after
it, but everyone is welcome to come and help,”
said Monica.
“Even those who don’t know much about
gardening or aren’t physically able to do much
are welcome to get involved in any capacity they
like, whether it’s just doing a bit of weeding or
donating seedlings that they’d like us to grow
for them.”
Monica enjoys meeting up with the garden club
14
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over the weekend to relax and unwind after
working during the week.
“I’m still working, so for me gardening is
something that I like to do to take care of my
mental wellbeing. It’s satisfying to see the crops
progress and it’s good to get some sunlight and
fresh air. I love it,” she said.
Residents Steve and Carol Smith, who moved
to Highfields from the Gold Coast to embrace a
more laid-back country lifestyle, enjoy the social
side of the community garden.
“It’s a great outdoor activity and what I like about
the community garden is the social aspect. You
don’t have to do it alone like you would if you
just had your own garden in your yard. There’s
a nice community and of course you get some

It’s a great outdoor
activity and what
I like about the
community garden
is the social aspect.
fresh produce out of it,” said Steve.
All residents are invited to join the gardening
club, which meets every Saturday between
8:00 and 8:30am, or simply stop by the garden
to make donations and pick their favourite
produce.
www.gemlife.com.au

“The garden is always open and people are
welcome to stop by anytime. On Saturdays after
we do the weeding and pruning and pick the
produce, we send a text out and then people
can come by and take home some produce for a
coin donation,” he said.
The community garden was set up last year, with
GemLife donating nine garden beds and five
fruit trees, as well as a shed with lots of tools for
resident use.
“We’d really like to thank Adrian and the GemLife
team for taking a genuine interest in residents
and for donating the garden area and all the
tools,” said Monica.

JUNE 2020
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Keen to go green?
Top ten tips for eco-conscious living

All GemLife homes are six-star energy rated and feature a host of eco-friendly standard
inclusions, providing a good start for living sustainably. With World Environment Day taking
place on 5 June, it’s the perfect time to add a few simple tweaks to your lifestyle that can have
a big impact on your environmental footprint, without a lot of time and effort.

Get started with these ten tips for sustainable living.
1. REDUCE YOUR FOOD WASTE
Reducing food waste is not only good for the environment, it also cuts grocery
bills. The average household throws out over $2,000 worth of food every year.
This waste food ends up in landfill and can create greenhouse gasses as it breaks
down. The Love Food Hate Waste campaign offers tips, advice and recipes to help
you avoid food waste in four easy steps. lovefoodhatewaste.vic.gov.au
2. USE REUSABLE CUPS
Australians consume more than 50,000 cups of coffee every half hour, and an
estimated 3 billion takeaway hot-drink cups every year. Unfortunately, most of
these cups, which are made from virgin materials rather than recycled paper,
cannot be put in kerbside or workplace recycling bins. Instead, take a cup with
you or have your drink to stay.
3. BE WATER EFFICIENT
GemLife homes use water-efficient adjustable multifunction shower heads to
help you save water, energy and money. To learn more about saving water at
home, visit sustainability.vic.gov.au or qld.gov.au/environment/water/residence/
use/home
4. REDUCE HEATING & COOLING NEEDS
GemLife homes are clad with Hebel, a high-performance building product with
superior insulation qualities, keeping homes warmer in winter and cooler in
summer. Double-glazed windows at our GemLife Woodend resort give extra
thermal benefits during Victoria’s winter months. When heating and cooling
are needed, ensure maximum efficiency by keeping the temperature at home
between 18 and 20 degrees in winter and 25 to 27 in summer.
5. SAY NO TO STRAWS & PLASTIC BAGS
Australians use around 10 million plastic bags every day, contributing to a
staggering 8 million tonnes of plastic dumped into the ocean every year. Plastic
straws, one of the most common items found on beach shores globally, are also a
big problem. This plastic fills our landfill, harms wildlife, and can take lifetimes to
biodegrade. Bring your own bags with you when shopping and buy metal straws.
16
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6. BUY AUSTRALIAN MADE
When we buy imported goods, we contribute to pollution because of the vast
distances these goods travel. Buying locally or Australian-made means less
climate-harming pollution. Wherever possible, GemLife works with Australian
businesses, with a significant percentage of products being Australian-made,
such as concrete and steel pipes and showerscreens. GemLife also employs local
fencing, concrete and landscaping contractors, providing employment for the
local community.
7. WALK, BIKE & USE PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Walking and cycling are good for your health and the environment too. Think
about walking or cycling to work or the shops to reduce carbon emissions and
boost your exercise regime. If that’s not possible, think about taking public
transport or carpooling.
8. ENERGY - EFFICIENT LIGHTING
GemLife homes feature energy-efficient light-emitting diodes (LEDs) throughout,
including LED strip lights in the garages. LEDs cost far less to run than halogen
and other incandescent lights. Think about using LED light bulbs for your desk
and floor lamps too.
9. GO PAPER - FREE
Going paper-free will reduce clutter in your home and save trees. Nearly
everything from your phone bill to your credit card statements can be viewed
online. Contact your banks, utility providers and other service providers to go
paperless. Switching to recycled toilet paper is a good idea too.
10. RECYCLE & DISPOSE OF WASTE PROPERLY
Recycling can be a bit confusing but you may be pleasantly surprised by what
you can recycle or dispose of safely. From smoke detectors to televisions, let’s
make sure nothing goes to landfill unnecessarily. Contact your local council to
find out what other products are accepted.

IN VICTORIA
Macedon Ranges: mrsc.vic.gov.au/Live-Work/Bins-Rubbish-Recycling/Waste-Index-A-Z
Toxic household chemicals: sustainability.vic.gov.au/You-and-your-home/Waste-and-recycling/Detox-your-home

IN QUEENSLAND
Moreton Bay: moretonbay.qld.gov.au/Services/Waste-Recycling
Sunshine Coast: sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/Living-and-Community/Waste-and-Recycling
Toowoomba Region: tr.qld.gov.au/environment-water-waste/waste-recycling

www.gemlife.com.au
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Nature through
the lens
Capturing beauty all around

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR NATURAL BEAUTY ON YOUR FRONT DOORSTEP, IT DOESN’T GET
MUCH BETTER THAN GEMLIFE. FROM THE COAST TO THE COUNTRY, GEMLIFE PRIDES ITSELF
SELECTING PICTURE - PERFECT PREMIUM LOCATIONS FOR ALL OF ITS RESORTS.

With social distancing measures in place, photography is an excellent creative outlet and hobby for
those looking to get out of the house, explore the natural beauty in and around our resorts and to try
their hand at something new. Just ask these residents!

Teresa Kropp

GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS

Highfields resident Teresa Kropp moved to
GemLife nearly two years ago along with her
mother and brother.
“I’ve lived in Highfields for the last 29 years, so I
know the area well,” said Teresa.
“I love the country roots, it’s very scenic and
much quieter and less busy than the city.”
Teresa uses her smartphone to capture photos
of things she wants to remember.
“I take pictures for fun; I take pictures of things
that I want to remember like places I’ve gone on
vacation or the scenery around the resort. If I see
something I like or that I think is beautiful, I’ll
take a picture,” she said.
Another muse that inspires Teresa’s photography
18
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is the renowned gardens and flowers in the
Highfields region.
“There are lots of lovely gardens and flowers in
the area that I like to take photos of. Every year
there’s the Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers and
they have the most amazing gardens and flowers
that I love to take photos of too.”

Bev Sundstrom

Dan Green

GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND

GEMLIFE WOODEND

Bribie Island resident and the March winner of
GemLife’s ‘A whole new life’ photo competition,
Bev Sundstrom, has started taking photography
more seriously since moving to the resort.

Dan Green has been living in the Woodend area
for more than thirty years and enjoys exploring
the local walking paths in search of new
wildflowers to photograph.

Bev enjoys capturing photos of wildlife and the
stunning scenery on offer in the Bribie region,
from local beaches to Bribie’s very own Dux
Lake.

“Woodend is a beautiful area and I focus
more on the flowers than the technicalities of
photography. So far, I’ve identified nearly 40
different types of flowers in the area and I’m
looking forward to spring to see if I can find
some more,” said Dan.

“Sometimes I’ll be late for events because as I’m
walking through the resort to the country club
I’ll see a sunset or clouds, or birds that are just so
beautiful that I have to stop and take a couple of
pictures before I carry on,” she said.
Bev says photography is an excellent creative
outlet and way to appreciate natural beauty.

Dan has been taking photos for most of his life
and enjoys strolling through the grasslands near
Hanging Rock Racecourse and along the Five
Mile Creek that runs through Woodend in search
of wildflowers.

“Bribie is a wonderful area and when I drive
over the bridge it just feels like home. It’s very
picturesque. There are the most beautiful
waterfront sunsets and birds here.”

“It’s a lovely setting with lots of beautiful parks
nearby. We’re very lucky in this area, there’s
always something to take photos of if you’re
looking.”

TOP TIPS FOR NATURE SNAPS
Take your nature photography to the next level.
1. Take photos at dusk or dawn: The light after sunrise
and before sunset has a softer look and eliminates
the harsh midday shadows.
2. Experiment with angles: Be creative. Instead of
taking a picture facing straight on, try crouching
down or zooming in.
3. Take many photos: Try taking multiple photos of
the same subject. Play around with distance and
different angles to see what produces the best
results.

www.gemlife.com.au

4. Be patient: If a breeze is blowing or animals are
moving, waiting a few minutes to find the perfect
moment of stillness can make a world of difference.
5. Use landscape and portrait: This tip is particularly
good to remember if you are using a smartphone.
While it may be your first instinct to shoot
in portrait, some things are better framed in
landscape and vice versa. So, play around and see
what works best.

JUNE 2020
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Mothers and
daughters
IT WAS AN EXTRA SPECIAL MOTHER’S DAY LAST MONTH FOR BRIBIE
ISLAND RESIDENTS JANET ASHFORD AND MICHELLE THOMAS WITH
THE MOTHER - DAUGHTER DUO LEARNING THEY WERE TO BECOME
A GREAT - GRANDMOTHER AND GRANDMOTHER.

Janet and her husband Richard moved to
the resort in March 2018 and were quickly
followed by daughter Michelle and her husband
Dave, who came to visit during an open day,
immediately falling in love with the
resort lifestyle.
“We never anticipated that Michelle and Dave
would move to GemLife too. I suppose our
excitement must have rubbed off on them.
We couldn’t believe it!” said Janet.
“Mum and dad had gone unconditional on
their waterfront villa and were waiting to start
building when they invited us to an open day.
I came along to see what they were so excited
about,” said Michelle.

20 The Gem

“I went home with all the information and came
back an hour later to tell them that Dave and I
were putting our house on the market and we
moved in that April.”
Since moving to the resort Janet and Michelle
have enjoyed spending more time together,
participating in group classes and making use
of the resort’s first-class facilities.
“We see each other every day. Sometimes it is
just for a walk with our two fur babies, Fraser and
Ralphey. Other days we take part in activities
such as aqua aerobics and the colouring group,”
said Janet.
This year was a Mother’s Day to remember with
the Ashford and Thomas families celebrating

I love having
mum just a few
villas around
the corner.
their nan’s 96th birthday and receiving some
extra special news from Michelle’s son.
“We were having lunch at mum and dad’s villa
when we found out my son and daughter-inlaw are pregnant, so now mum will be a greatgrandmother,” said Michelle.

www.gemlife.com.au

“We have had some wonderful times together,
but I would have to say my favourite memory
was when my grandson Lachlan phoned with
the news that they were going to have a baby,”
said Janet.
Janet and Michelle are already excited to
celebrate next Mother’s Day in their new roles as
grandmother and great-grandmother.
“Mum may have just been mum to begin with,
but now she is my best friend and it’s great that
I get to spend so much time with her,” said
Michelle.

JUNE 2020
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GemLife Bribie Island’s largest,
lakeside luxury home
Taking home design to the next level
GEMLIFE STRIVES TO CONTINUALLY DEFY EXPECTATIONS OF WHAT IS POSSIBLE FOR OVER - 50S
LIVING AND THE RECENTLY COMPLETED, INNOVATIVELY - DESIGNED LAKESIDE HOME, THE GEM,
HAS TAKEN RIGHT - SIZE HOMES TO THE NEXT LEVEL.
Designed for the ultimate in relaxed, coastal

Let there be light

living, this home is a sunbathed oasis with three-

From its grand double-door entrance, this
spacious open-plan home is defined by soaring,
ultra-high pitched ceilings that run through the
length of the home from the front, through the
stylish kitchen and dining areas, to the idyllic
lakefront alfresco.

bedrooms plus a multi-purpose room, flooded
with natural light and boasting incredible views
over Dux Lake.
Brilliantly designed with impeccable attention to
detail and luxe features, The Gem is a home like
no other.
Here is a glimpse of what makes this home
so unique.
22
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Rooms with a view
All rooms at the back of the home, including the
large designer kitchen, dining, living and master
bedroom, enjoy spectacular water views.

Heaven is in the details
If heaven is in the details, The Gem delivers, with
premium fittings, fixtures and inclusions.
• Two bathrooms plus separate powder room
• Butler’s pantry with second dishwasher
• Custom-built bar nook
• Wine and bar fridge
• Custom cabinetry
• Spacious front porch
• Plantation shutters
• Luxury light fixtures and drapery
• Inbuilt speaker system in living room
• Electric fireplace
• Heated towel rails in bathrooms
• European kitchen appliances
• Overhead fans throughout
• Separate courtyard
• Two-car garage with Wi-Fi-enabled mobile phone
remote tech
To enquire about this design or one of the other
stunning display homes in Stage Four, call the
Bribie Island sales team on 1800 193 177.
www.gemlife.com.au
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GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND

Sales Manager’s
Message
IT’S FULL STEAM AHEAD AT BRIBIE ISLAND THIS MONTH.
Progress continues at our beautiful coastal resort

private inspections of GemLife Bribie Island’s

with the build-out of Stage Four.

stylish, modern display homes and award-

New move-in ready homes are currently under

winning country club.

construction, and we still have some excellent

If you are interested to find out more about the

lots for buyers to choose from.
If you are looking to move in sooner rather than
later and are in the market for a completed
home, one of our beautiful, low-maintenance
move-in-ready homes is the perfect option for
you. Our move-in-ready homes come in one

GemLife lifestyle, why not come take a first-hand
look? Give our friendly sales team a call now on
the numbers below.
Glenys Lowry
Sales Manager

of five different colour-scheme options with
amazing, high-quality standard inclusions. All you
need to do is select your preferred home design
and we can tell you where it is being built and
what colour scheme it will be.
With coronavirus restrictions slowly starting to
relax and social distancing measures put in place,
some of our facilities are starting to open-up
again and we are excited to be able to offer

How
Bribie rolls
Outdoor activities have started to
resume and residents have been
making the most of the fresh air and
beautiful Bribie weather, enjoying a
social game of lawn bowls.
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GEMLIFE BRIBIE ISLAND SALES TEAM
Glenys Lowry, Sales Manager
M 0436 010 495 | E glenys@gemlife.com.au
Samantha Lingham, Sales Consultant
M 0408 571 755 | E sam@gemlife.com.au
Michelle Rochow, Sales Consultant
M 0447 411 691 | E michelle@gemlife.com.au

BRIBIE ISLAND S O CIAL UPDATE

BRIBIE ISLAND FEATURE HOUSE

Wave
FACADE 1 – VILLA 227
COLOUR: SEAVIEW

$475,000

Fashion forward
on bin day
Residents haven’t let ‘staying-at-home’ dull their
spirits. A growing number of Bribie residents have
been strutting their stuff and showing off their crazy
costumes every bin day.

This modern, low-maintenance,
two-bedroom, two-bathroom home
combines all the elements of openplan living in a modern, streamlined
design. The master bedroom, with
walk-in wardrobe and double-vanity
ensuite bathroom, is tucked away
at the rear of the home, providing
plenty of privacy. The Wave’s bright,
open living and dining areas feature
a handy study alcove and a spacious
designer kitchen with premium
Smeg appliances and a walk-in
pantry. The second bedroom, with
adjacent bathroom, and a two-car
garage complete this perfect rightsize home.

Moving and
grooving
Resident Chalon Lee captured this fantastic drone
shot of the line dancing club enjoying the beautiful
Bribie autumn weather on the country club deck area
last month. Line dancing classes are held weekly on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

www.gemlife.com.au
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Call our sales team on 1800 193 177
to arrange an inspection.
JUNE 2020
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GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS

Sales Manager’s
Message
IT’S BEEN ANOTHER MAGNIFICENT MONTH IN THE
COUNTRY AT GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS.
It’s been wonderful to see new residents moving
into their brand new villas.
We have a number of stunning new homes
currently under construction along with a range
of fantastic move-in-ready homes, perfect for
those who don’t want to wait.
With World Environment Day coming up on 5
June, I can’t help but to reflect on how lucky we
are to be situated in such a stunning country
location, while still being within walking distance
to local amenities. Highfields is known for its
renowned gardens and picturesque rural views.
The great outdoors is on our doorstep here
at GemLife Highfields and we are lucky to be
just a short country drive from the beautiful
Peacehaven Botanic Park with stunning views of
the Bunya Mountains.
Our community garden is another outdoor
hotspot for residents to come together to catch
up with friends and plant and collect delicious
fresh vegetables and herbs.
I am excited to announce that life is slowly
starting to get back to normal here at Highfields,
with some of our fantastic facilities including the

Get social
Have you joined our Facebook page yet?
If not, you better get clicking! We post regular
news, competitions and updates all about
GemLife – plus plenty of fun too. You can provide
feedback, ask questions and even meet new
people, so join up today!
Visit www.facebook.com/gemliferesort/
today to get in on the action!
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library, indoor pool and bowling green opening
back up, with social distancing measures put in
place.
Private inspections of our award-winning country
club are now available, so if you are interested
to find out more about the GemLife lifestyle and
see what’s on offer at the resort, give our friendly
sales team a call now on the numbers below to
book your private appointment.
For more information and updates about our
idyllic country resort, please contact us today.
Rachael Benham 					
Sales Manager

GEMLIFE HIGHFIELDS SALES TEAM
Rachael Benham, Sales Manager
M 0437 256 745 | E rachael@gemlife.com.au
Jenny Rickwood, Sales Consultant
M 0436 011 527 | E jenny@gemlife.com.au

HIGHFIELDS S O CIAL UPDATE

HIGHFIELDS FEATURE HOUSE

Dahlia
FACADE 1 – VILLA 85
FACADE 2 – VILLA 86

$480,000

Clowning around
Eddie Schluter put a smile on his neighbours’ faces while
joining the growing ranks of GemLife residents dressing
up to take out their bins each week.

The three-bedroom, two-bathroom
Dahlia, with beautiful, ultra-high
raked ceilings and upgraded
appliances, is one of Highfield’s first
luxe home designs. Open-plan living
and dining spaces are framed by
a large alfresco area for seamless
indoor-outdoor entertaining. Stateof-the-art Smeg appliances and
exclusive new timber-look flooring
create a sleek, modern looking
home. The Dahlia also features two
bathrooms, a double garage and
built-in storage, ensuring you are
never short on space.

Have you been dressing up for bin day? Send us your
photos at photo@gemlife.com.au.

Mother’s Day moment
Residents Teresa Kropp and Pat Knowles and mum Joyce
Knowles were grateful to celebrate a quiet Mother’s Day
together as a family.
We hope all the mothers at our beautiful country resort
had a fantastic Mother’s Day last month.
www.gemlife.com.au

3

2

2

1

To view this and other stock homes for
sale, or to reserve your site, contact
Rachael or Jenny on 1800 910 278.
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GEMLIFE WO ODEND

Sales Manager’s
Message
I HOPE ALL THE MOTHERS OUT THERE HAD A
WONDERFUL MOTHER’S DAY LAST MONTH.
It was another excellent month at GemLife
Woodend.
Navigating the current COVID-19 pandemic
has been an adjustment for all but it has really
brought out the community spirit at our country
resort. Our residents have been keeping their
spirits high and finding creative contactless ways
to stay in touch and engage with one another
from a safe distance. With restrictions starting
to ease up, residents have been enjoying slowly
starting to visit with their neighbours (from a safe
social distance, of course!).
Residents have also enjoyed another fantastic
month of delicious meals courtesy of GemLife
Eats, receiving fresh, home-made meals,
delivered straight to their doors each week.
Our beautiful country resort continues to grow
and Stage Two is progressing well with many
brand new move-in-ready homes available
to purchase. Construction on our fabulous

boulevard homes will be starting soon and our
new luxe home sites are coming together nicely.
Stay tuned for details!
We are looking forward to yet another busy
and eventful month and cannot wait to keep
you updated on all the news and happenings at
GemLife Woodend.
For more information, or to book a private tour of
our stylish display homes, please contact Michelle
or myself on the numbers below.
Alison Rice
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE WOODEND SALES TEAM
Alison Rice, Sales Manager
M 0409 132 871 | E alison@gemlife.com.au
Michelle Merrett, Sales Consultant
M 0448 730 516 | E michellem@gemlife.com.au

Calling all GemLife residents!
REFER A FRIEND TO GEMLIFE & EARN YOUR SELF $1,000!*
Name:

_____________________________________________________________

Email:____________________________________ Phone:_____________________
Signed:____________________________________ Date:______________________
Friend’s Name:

________________________________________________________

Email:____________________________________ Phone:_____________________
Signed:____________________________________ Date:______________________
*Terms and conditions apply. Visit www.gemlife.com.au/terms for more information.
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WO ODEND S O CIAL UPDATE

WO ODEND FEATURE HOUSE

Nolan
FACADE 2 – VILLA 83
COLOUR: CLIFF

$565,000

Delivery day
dress-ups
Everyone has been loving the weekly GemLife Eats meal
deliveries, with some residents going the extra mile to
make it an occasion to remember. Janet Wojtylak pulled
out the pearls and got all dressed up for a memorable
meal delivery.

This three-bedroom, two-bathroom
home is the perfect country oasis with
views of Mount Macedon from the
front door, and both the country club
and dog run just a short stroll away.
The spacious master bedroom, with
walk-in wardrobe and double-vanity
ensuite bathroom, is located at the
front of the house with two additional
bedrooms and a central bathroom off
the main living area. A gourmet kitchen,
complete with stone benchtops,
walk-in pantry and premium Smeg
appliances, is perfect for cooking up
a storm. The dining and alfresco areas
are adjacent to the kitchen, and form
the heart of the home. A two-car garage
with plenty of storage completes this
right-size home.

Morning Tea street
extravaganza
Residents braved the wind and cold to participate in the
Biggest Morning Tea street extravaganza put on by the
Woodend social club and raised over $650 in donations
for the Australian Cancer Council’s annual morning tea
event. Way to go Woodend!
www.gemlife.com.au
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To view this and other stock homes for
sale, or to reserve your site, contact
Alison or Michelle on 1800 931 188.
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GEMLIFE MARO O CHY QUAYS

Sales Manager’s
Message
GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS IS ON A ROLL.
It has been incredibly exciting to watch our
community grow with nine new residents moving
in last month.
Progress continues with construction of the
resort’s fantastic waterfront country club. The
lakefront pier and boardwalk, as well as the
outdoor pool area are starting to take shape
and the resort is coming together quickly. The
outdoor pool precinct has been fast-tracked and
will be ready for resident use by the summer.
Everyone is looking forward to the easing of
restrictions and our residents cannot wait for
social activities to resume and to make use of
our brand new resort bus that arrived last month.
There has been fantastic interest in our fabulous
coastal resort, with enquiries at an all-time high
over the past month.

Exploring
Maroochy
Quays
Allan and Sheryl Russell have
been getting to know their new
hometown, exploring the many
biking tracks in the Maroochy
Quays area with their e-bikes.
Did you know you can cycle
from GemLife Maroochy Quays
to GemLife Pacific Paradise?
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Now is the perfect time to contact our friendly
sales team to book one of our special COVIDfriendly private appointments, available Monday
to Saturday, to learn more about the GemLife
lifestyle.
For more information, or to book a private tour,
please contact the sales team on the numbers
below.
Joanne Michalowsky
Sales Manager
GEMLIFE MAROOCHY QUAYS SALES TEAM
Joanne Michalowsky, Sales Manager
M 0447 546 271 | E joanne@gemlife.com.au
Julie-Anne Turner, Sales Consultant
M 0427 891 573 | E julie-anne@gemlife.com.au

MARO O CHY QUAYS S O CIAL UPDATE

MAROOCHY QUAYS FEATURE HOME

Martingale
FACADE 1

$595,000

Neighbourhood
get-together
Residents have been settling in and getting to know
each other and last month and were snapped enjoying
a socially-distant pizza dinner in the Maroochy sunshine.

Indoor-outdoor entertaining is made
easy with this stylish home’s seamless
open-plan design. The Martingale’s
kitchen, dining and living areas
open up onto a private alfresco,
perfect for making the most of the
Sunshine Coast’s fabulous climate.
The spacious designer kitchen is fitted
with premium Smeg appliances and
features a large island bench. Two
spare bedrooms, with easy access
to a central bathroom, ensure there
is always space for overnight guests.
The Martingale’s luxurious master
bedroom, with walk-in wardrobe and
double-vanity ensuite bathroom, is
located on the upper level at the front
of the home for ultimate privacy. A
two-car garage with plenty of storage
and a bonus courtyard complete this
perfect right-sized home.

Maroochy’s first
four-legged resident
Last month we welcomed new residents to the evergrowing Maroochy Quays community, including residents
Bill and Faye Perdikis, who were joined by the resort’s
very first four-legged resident, Riley, the chihuahua!

www.gemlife.com.au
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To view this and other designs, and
to reserve your site, contact our sales
team on 1800 982 056.
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PACIFIC PARADISE FEATURE HOME

Brooklyn
FACADE 3, VILLA 79

$591,000
Set on a beautiful garden site, this
stylish, luxuriously-appointed home
features all the modern conveniences
you need to live your best life.
Recently completed, this move-inready home’s open-plan kitchen and
living spaces overlook the spacious
alfresco area, making indoor-outdoor
living a breeze. The modern, designer
kitchen boasts a walk-in pantry and
premium Smeg appliances. The
master bedroom, with an ensuite
bathroom and walk-in wardrobe,
is set away from the home’s living
spaces for a tranquil retreat. Two
additional bedrooms provide all the
space you need for overnight guests.
A double garage with plenty of
storage puts the finishing touches on
this contemporary home.

GEMLIFE PACIFIC PARADISE

Sales Managers’
Message

IT WAS ANOTHER FABULOUS MONTH AT OUR LOVELY
SUNSHINE COAST RESORT AND WE HOPE THAT
EVERYONE ENJOYED A WONDERFUL MOTHER’S DAY.
Progress continues here at GemLife Pacific Paradise. With
construction in full-swing, the resort is gradually starting
to take shape. Our display, move-in-ready and several
residents’ homes are nearly completed, and our resort
manager’s office and residence are well under way.
We also have 20 beautiful, right-size homes under
construction and work is set to begin on the resort’s
front entrance soon.
If you’re ready to enjoy relaxed, coastal-style living in a
premium over-50s lifestyle resort on the Sunshine Coast,
visit us at the GemLife Pacific Paradise Sales Centre or
call us on the numbers below.
Victoria Dent & Liz Millroy
Sales Managers
GEMLIFE PACIFIC PARADISE SALES TEAM
Victoria Dent, Sales Manager
M 0412 131 832 | E victoria@gemlife.com.au
Liz Millroy, Sales Manager
M 0437 169 379 | E liz@gemlife.com.au

Home
sweet home
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To view this and other designs, and
to reserve your site, contact our sales
team on 1800 430 885.
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Home frames have gone up
and 20 new homes are nearing
completion. We cannot wait until
they are finished and ready for
our excited future residents to
move in!

GEMLIFE TWEED WATER S

TWEED WATER S FEATURE HOME

Sales
Manager’s
Message
PROGRESS CONTINUES
AT OUR BEAUTIFUL
WATERFRONT RESORT.
I am excited to announce that our new on-site sales
office is complete and open for business. The sales office
reflects the modern and stylish feel of the resort and the
homes to come.
The response to GemLife’s northern New South Wales
resort has been incredible. People are excited to have
such an exceptional quality over-50s lifestyle resort in
the region, and are eagerly anticipating the state-of-theart country club with its exceptional blend of social and
recreational facilities.
It’s been a fantastic month with sites being snapped up
quickly and enquiries going strong.
For more information or to book an appointment to visit
the sales office to browse floor plans and designs for our
stunning, right-size homes and have all your questions
answered in person, please don’t hesitate to contact me
to book your private appointment today.

Atlantic
FACADE 1

$602,500
Relax and unwind in the luxurious
three-bedroom, two-bathroom
Atlantic. The open-plan design has
a generous living area that flows
through to a large, breezy vergola.
A sleek gourmet kitchen overlooks
a generously-sized courtyard
and features a walk-in pantry,
large island bench and premium
Smeg appliances. Located at the
back of the home, the master
bedroom, with a walk-in wardrobe
and ensuite bathroom, creates a
peaceful retreat away from the
rest of the home. The Atlantic
also features a handy study
alcove, plenty of storage for your
belongings, and a two-car garage.

Melanie Graham
Sales Manager
M 0427 633 928 | E melanie@gemlife.com.au

Tweed Waters sales office
is open for business

Tweed Waters’ stylish, new sales office is now open. Browse floor
plans, carpet, tile and colour-scheme samples, and price lists
for GemLife Tweed Waters’ stunning, open-plan two and threebedroom home designs.
A visit to the sales office is the perfect opportunity to find out firsthand what makes this coastal, waterfront resort so unique and view
the tranquil natural bushland and unspoiled beaches nearby.
www.gemlife.com.au
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To view this and other designs, and
to reserve your site, contact our sales
team on 1800 325 226.
JUNE 2020
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Catching the sun
Sustainable solar energy
GEMLIFE HOMES ARE BUILT WITH ROOFTOP SOLAR PV SYSTEMS TO HARNESS THE
CLEAN, RENEWABLE ENERGY OF AUSTRALIA’S PLENTIFUL SUNSHINE, DELIVERING
BENEFITS TO THE ENVIRONMENT AND TO RESIDENTS’ ELECTRICITY BILLS.

GemLife Director & CEO Adrian Puljich said the
installation of 3kW solar PV systems on homes
as a standard inclusion was part of GemLife’s
commitment to adopting best practices to ensure
environmental responsibility.
“Solar energy is good for the environment and, as
an alternative to fossil fuels, reduces our carbon
footprint and greenhouse gases at home and
around the globe,” he said.
“Just as importantly, we recognise that many
GemLife homeowners live on fixed incomes,
making it critical to limit electricity costs.”
According to the Department of Industry, Science,
Energy and Resources, when it comes to using
solar power, Australia has the highest uptake
worldwide, with more than 21% of homes having
rooftop solar power systems installed (2.4 million
systems as of 30 April 2020).
This trend is supported by a report by the
Australian Bureau of Statistics on environmental
awareness and action which showed over 70 per
cent of adults are concerned about the future
of their environment with many taking proactive
steps to conserve energy and reduce waste.
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In Australia, solar photovoltaic (PV) panels are
usually connected to the electricity grid and
generate DC (direct current) electricity. A device
called an inverter is used to convert this DC
electricity into the 240-volt AC (alternating
current) electricity which is required to run
household electrical appliances.
The electricity generated by the PV system is
delivered directly to homes for consumption and
any excess electricity is exported to the electricity
grid. At night or when a PV solar system cannot
generate enough electricity to meet consumption
needs, electricity is drawn from the grid.

Did you know
24% of Australia’s
electricity
generation came
from renewable
energy in 2019.

ENTRY BY ELAINE WISEMAN, HIGHFIELDS

Cuppa for a Cause

Biggest Morning Tea.
Residents got behind Australia’s Biggest
Morning Tea last month, joining in the
fun of GemLife’s Cuppa for a Cause
competition to help raise awareness and
money for the Cancer Council.
One of the Cancer Council’s biggest
annual fundraising initiatives, the Biggest
Morning Tea usually sees participants
gathering with friends, family, work
colleagues or neighbours to host a
morning tea and raise funds.

sending in snaps of homemade cakes, fancy tea
set-ups complete with sandwiches and desserts,
or a simple cuppa at home with loved ones.
Thank you to all those who contributed!
Last year, Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea raised
$11.9 million nationally, with funds going towards
research, prevention and support services for
those affected by cancer.

This year, with social distancing in
place, GemLife encouraged residents to
support this worthwhile cause at home
by sending in their morning tea inspired
photos. Pictures poured in, with residents

Stay tuned for photos of our three
contest winners, who will each receive
a $50 Coles Myer gift card, and the final
tally of funds raised, in the July issue of
the newsletter.

Didn’t get a chance to donate?
You can still contribute via GemLife’s fundraising page at

www.biggestmorningtea.com.au/fundraisers/gemlife
www.gemlife.com.au
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GemLife gems
Send us snaps of your
favourite GemLife moments
for our ‘A whole new life’
photo competition
Have you been enjoying the GemLife lifestyle?
Send us your favourite photos in or around your
GemLife resort for a chance to be featured in our
GemLife 2021 ‘A whole new life’ calendar.

MAY WINNING PHOTO

From photos of pets, wildlife, local hotspots and
hidden treasures in the area, we want to see your
favourite GemLife moments.

want to see is what residents love most about

Our GemLife ‘A whole new life’ calendar
competition has been getting tons of beautiful
pictures over the past couple of months.

While photos do not need to be professionally

Each month one winner will be chosen from
across all GemLife resorts, and at the end of the
year, 12 photos will be selected to be featured in
the GemLife 2021 lifestyle calendar.

will be credited in the calendar, GemLife reserves

GemLife Sales & Marketing Director, Andrew
Coulter, said the competition is a great way for
residents, including future residents, to share
their new life experiences with others and
explore their artistic sides.
“GemLife is full of creative residents and is
home to a number of professional and amateur
photographers. We’re looking for anything from
the ordinary to the extraordinary, what we really

QUEENSLAND

GemLife.com.au

their GemLife community and surrounds,”
he said.
taken, all photos should be high resolution and
submitted in 2MB, jpeg format. While residents
the right to alter or re-use any submitted photos
and winners are not guaranteed a photo in the
calendar.
Monthly winners will receive a complimentary
bottle of wine!
The competition will run until 30 September
2020, with all submissions to be sent to
photos@gemlife.com.au
Congratulations to Marshall Cass from Bribie
Island, winner for the month of May!

NEW SOUTH WALES

VICTORIA

Bribie Island

Maroochy Quays

Tweed Waters

Woodend

9 Dux Drive
Bongaree Qld 4507

6 Charlston Place
Maroochydore Qld 4558

30 Fraser Drive
Tweed Heads South NSW 2486

1800 193 177

1800 982 056

1800 325 226

1849 Mount Macedon Road
Woodend Vic 3442

Highfields

Pacific Paradise

Lennox Head

75 Highgrove Drive
Highfields Qld 4352

40 Menzies Drive
Pacific Paradise Qld 4564

67 Skennars Head Road
Lennox Head NSW 2478

1800 910 278

1800 430 885

1800 571 954

Gold Coast
COMING SOON

1800 931 188

